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PRIDE SURVEY REVEALS
HUGE FINANCIAL
BENEFITS TO THE CITY
Last month, Brighton Pride conducted an online
public survey with almost 3,000 people taking part. 
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) Pride 2015, universally recognised
as the most successful Brighton Pride
event ever, brought records crowds to the
city in August, raised £100,000 for local
good causes and gave local hotels,
restaurants and bars a bumper pay-day.

Headline findings include:
• Over 60% of visitors to Brighton 
Pride come from outside the city 
with a large percentage arriving by 
train;

• 90% of respondents felt the Festival 
was safer and 77% felt the Village 
Party was safer since it was ticketed;

• Almost one-third of the visitors to 
Pride chose to stay in hotel or B&B accommodation;

• Two-thirds of respondents said they visited restaurants in Brighton, while 
41% went shopping during their stay and a large amount said they visited 
attractions such as the Brighton Pier, Brighton Wheel and Royal Pavilion;

• 73% preferred this year’s Parade route with 90% feeling there was a good mix 
between community and commercial entries;

• At the Pride Festival Community Fundraiser on Preston Park, the most 
popular area was the Main Stage followed closely by the Dance and 
Cabaret Tent;

• 87% felt there was a good diversity of entertainment on offer with 84% feeling 
it was good value for money.

Based on the average spend of respondents, Brighton Pride conservatively
estimate at least £18m of revenue was generated across the city during the Pride
weekend by those purchasing tickets for a Pride event. This does not take into
account those visitors that came to the city just to watch the free Parade and then
went off to eat or shop.

Paul Kemp, Pride Director, said: “While the survey is not
comprehensive it provides an excellent snapshot of the
benefits of Brighton Pride to businesses in the city. Over the
next year Pride will be developing improved feedback and
statistics for all their events and the impact of Pride on the
city."

To view full results from the survey: http://gscene.com/wp-
content/uploads/2015/11/Brighton-Pride-2015-Survey-Results.pdf
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WORLD AIDS EVENTS
) The Brighton & Hove World AIDS Day (WAD) Partnership are organising
a series of events to mark World AIDS Day on December 1. The partnership
includes: Lunch Positive, the Sussex Beacon, Gscene, Sussex Ecumenical HIV
Chaplaincy, Peer Action, BHCC Partnership Community Safety Team, THT and
Brighton & Hove LGBT Community Safety Forum. 

) BRIGHTON AIDS MEMORIAL CANDLELIT VIGIL, New Steine Gdns: TUE,
DEC 1, 6-7pm. Everyone is welcome to attend the remembrance event for those
lost to HIV/AIDS in Brighton & Hove. There will be a reading of the names and a
candlelit vigil. New names to be read (in addition to those in previous years) can
be added during the day at World AIDS Day Café marquee in New Steine Gardens.

) WORLD AIDS DAY CONCERT: St Mary’s Church, St James St: TUE,
DEC 1, doors open 7pm, concert at 7.30pm with performances by the Actually
Gay Men’s Chorus, Brighton Belles, Brighton Gay Men’s Chorus, Rainbow
Chorus, Rebelles, Resound Male Voices and Qukelele.

For full diary of World Aids Day events see: www.gscene.com

LGBT PEOPLE REMEMBERED
AT WAR MEMORIAL CEREMONY
) The lives of LGBT and disabled people were marked at Brighton
Remembrance Day ceremony this year. Billie Lewis, the elected chair of the
Brighton and Hove LGBT Community Safety Forum, laid a wreath at the
annual Remembrance Day ceremony at the Old Steine on November 8 to
mark the lives of LGBT people tortured and murdered during the Second World
War. The message on the wreath read: "In remembrance of the tens of thousands
of LGBT men and women who were persecuted, tortured and murdered in
concentration camps throughout Europe by Nazi Germany. In remembrance too of
LGBT persons who have served and died for their country past and present. We
will remember them."

Joanna Rowland Stuart, Brighton & Hove LGBT
Community Safety Forum committee member, laid
a wreath to remember disabled people who suffered
the same fate at the hands of the Nazis. The
message on the wreath read: “In remembrance of
the tens of thousands of disabled men, women and
children who were persecuted and murdered in
concentration camps throughout Europe by Nazi
Germany. In remembrance too of disabled persons
who have served and died for their country past and
present. We will remember them.”

The event was attended by the Mayor of Brighton and Hove, Cllr Lynda Hyde,
and wreaths were laid by, among others, the Leader of the Council, Cllr Warren
Morgan, Simon Kirby MP for Brighton Kemptown and Peacehaven and Caroline
Lucas, MP for Brighton Pavilion. Peter Kyle, MP for Hove and Portslade, laid a
wreath at a ceremony later in the day in Hove.
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) Peer Action, a HIV+ peer
support and social group for people
living with HIV in Brighton & Hove,
has received a grant of £10,000
from the National Lottery Awards
For All programme. 

The lottery grant will enable Peer
Action to promote events aimed at
improving emotional wellbeing, help
reduce social isolation of those
affected by HIV in Brighton & Hove

and surrounding areas, and allow
Peer Action to participate in the
Pride Community Parade in 2016. 

Peer Action activities during 2016
will include social and educational
trips, training, hypnotherapy and life
skills events.

For more information about up
coming events at Peer Action, view:
www.peeraction.co.uk

MP HELPS THT HAND OUT CONDOMS
) Peter Kyle, MP for Hove & Portslade, was on hand to encourage
outreach workers from THT as they handed out condoms last month on
their tour round venues in the Gay Village.

PEER ACTION RECEIVES
LOTTERY AWARD

the Rainbow Fund since it first
started. The Rainbow Fund make
grants to LGBT and HIV organisations
in Brighton & Hove who provide
effective front-line services to LGBT
people in the city.

Brighton Bear Weekend will be staged
Thursday June 16-Sunday June 19,
2016. To avoid disappointment,
visitors to the city should book hotel
rooms well in advance as they tend
to be fully booked in June. 

For more information visit:
www.brightonbearweekend.com

) Hairy-oween, staged at Subline
on Saturday, October 31 by
Brighton Bear Weekend, raised
£583.77 for the Rainbow Fund.
Subline was packed to the rafters,
attendees made lots of effort to
dress up as devils and wicked
witches and could be found in the
dark corners of Subline frightening
each other.

Brighton Bear Weekend, a social
event for bears, cubs and friends,
staged annually in Brighton & Hove,
has raised more than £15,000 for

LUNCH POSITIVE AT
CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR
) Lunch Positive, the weekly lunch club that provides a healthy meal,
community and social space for people with HIV, has special arrangements and
events over Christmas and New Year. The lunch club will be open every Friday
except Christmas Day, with two special lunches planned. Members new and old,
and those from other HIV organisations and support groups, are all invited. Both
special lunches will be provided free of charge, and there’s no need to book ahead.

Friday December 18 is Christmas Lunch, a special three-course Christmas
meal with all the trimmings, and a raffle! Doors open at 11am, lunch is served at
1pm, and the lunch club will be open until 4pm. Friday January 1 is New
Year’s Lunch, a traditional roast lunch for everyone to celebrate the New Year
together. Doors open at 12pm with lunch served at 1pm.

Food hampers will be available to people with HIV experiencing financial crisis
over the Christmas period. These will be distributed at the lunch club following the
Christmas Lunch on December 18. Contact Lunch Positive directly to find out
more about these.

Gary Pargeter, Service Manager, said: “At a special time of
year when many people spend time together and celebrate
friendship and community, Christmas and New Year can also be
difficult, and often socially isolating. We want to do all we can to
provide a welcoming and safe space, bringing people together
to find friendship and support in the company of others with HIV.

“As a new year approaches, a special thank you goes to all our volunteers who have
given in total over 4,000 hours to the lunch cub in 2015, and whose dedication is
outstanding. Many will be volunteering in Christmas week to prepare for our New
Year’s lunch, a great example of their commitment and enthusiasm. Thank you
everyone who’s volunteered, supported and come along to Lunch Positive over the
last year - we hope you can make some of the special lunches we have planned!”

For more information about Lunch Positive, view: www.lunchpositive.org

NEW GAY RUGBY CLUB 
FOR BRIGHTON & HOVE
) The first training session took place for the Brighton & Hove Sea Serpents
Rugby Club on Sunday, November 22 in Queen’s Park. The new inclusive rugby
club was set up primarily for gay, bisexual and transgender men to learn and enjoy
the sport. Over 25 men came to the session, some with either past experience of
rugby, league or union, others with no experience at all. Byron Todd who played
rugby for 11 years for the Kings Cross Steelers RFC took the session. 

The aim of the first session was to
give new club members a sense
of being part of a team, so the
lighthearted warm-up included
some throwing practice to help
people learn their team-mates’
names as well as the usual
jogging and stretching exercises.

This was followed by some passing practice, a game of Touch Rugby and finally the
best of three Tugs of War. After two hours everyone went to the Setting Sun Bar in
Windmill Street to chat through the day and get to know each other better.

The next two training sessions are at 12pm on Sunday 6 and Sunday 13
December in Queen’s Park, Brighton, and will be coached by Eden Hannam,
who has successfully brought over 60 new players to rugby for the Kings Cross
Steelers RFC. Other social events planned for the near future include a trip to watch
the Kings Cross Steelers play in the Essex League on Saturday, December 19,
followed by their Christmas Party and to have a Club Christmas pub lunch.

If you’d like to find out more about what the Sea Serpents are up to or if you’re
interested in taking part, email Byron: bandhseaserpents@hotmail.com or view:
www.bhssrfc.com
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WIN £300 AT BRIGHTON BEAR
WEEKEND CHRISTMAS QUIZ
) The Camelford Arms will be hosting the next Brighton Bear Weekend Quiz
on Thursday, December 17 which will be raising money for the Rainbow Fund, a
not for profit, grant-giving organisation based in Brighton. Look forward to easy
questions across a wide range of subjects and maybe the odd one about hairy bears.
The winners have a chance to go on to win £300 cash. There will be a raffle with
great prizes and new Brighton Bear Weekend 2016 T-shirts should be available
to buy on the night. The quiz starts promptly at 9pm and entry is £2 per person. 

Graham Munday, Chair of Brighton Bear Weekend, said: "It’s
important to get there early as the tables go very quickly. Better
still, call to make a table reservation and treat yourself to some of
the best food in Brighton. The Camelford has a wide range of food
and a daily changing specials board.”

Grab a friend, sort out a team, book a table and you could win £300 for last minute
Christmas shopping. Brighton Bear Weekend Christmas Quiz, Camelford
Arms, Camelford Street, Brighton, Thursday, December 17 from 9pm, £2 per
head. To reserve a table or make a reservation for dinner, call: 01273 622 386. 

ELEVENTH ANNUAL BLAGSS
BOWLING EXTRAVAGANZA
) Registration for the 11th annual BLAGSS Bowling Extravaganza is now open.
Once again, on Tuesday, March 8 the Brighton Lesbian & Gay Sports Society,
(BLAGSS) will take over the entire Bowlplex at Brighton Marina. Last year’s
Challenge was a huge success, attracting over 200 bowlers from different Brighton

& Hove LGBT community groups. The
format of the competition will be as in
previous years with two games on
different lanes and ‘glorious’ prizes for
the winning team. Places are limited to
26 teams and lanes will be booked out
to the first 26 teams who get their money
paid in – so don’t delay!

Eleventh Annual BLAGSS Bowling Extravaganza, Bowlplex, Brighton
Marina, BN2 5UT, Tuesday, March 8 2016, registration and practice 6.30pm,
play starts 7pm, £62 per team of eight players. To enter, send an email registering
your team’s name and interest, to helen@woodcock-downey.co.uk

To pay, send a cheque to 3 Havelock Road, Brighton BN1 6GL made out to
BLAGSS with your team name on the back. OR pay £62 by BACS to the BLAGSS
bank account using your team name and BOWLING as the reference. BLAGSS sort
code: 30-99-93, account No: 01613506. Then all you have to do is turn up with
your team on the night.

TENNIS VIRGINS WIN BLAGSS QUIZ
) Thirteen teams entered the BLAGSS quiz at the Camelford Arms last month
with the Tennis Virgins (Rob, John, Nick, Lynn-ora, Andy and Willie) coming top.
The winners will each enjoy a complimentary meal courtesy of the Camelford Arms.

Team Gold 1 came second with
Golf 2 coming third. The evening
had a great atmosphere and gave
BLAGSS members from the
different sports groups, the
opportunity to meet up, make new
friends and raise £109.50 for
their nominated charity MindOut,
the LGBT Mental Health Project.

So dust off that old tennis, squash or badminton racket or try a new sport and make
new friends. If you are interested in LGBT sports, view: www.blagss.org

HIBERNATION FINAL
TOTAL REACHES £13,500
) The annual Bear-Patrol
Hibernation 'Community' Luncheon,
at the Old Ship Hotel in October,
raised a final total of £13,500 for the
Sussex Beacon. The funding will

enable The Beacon to tackle a number
of urgent refurbishment projects within
the Inpatient Unit, including installing
two fully accessible baths in Rooms 5
and 10. These rooms are specifically
designed to support end of life care
and accommodate patients with
mobility difficulties. The Occupational
Therapist (OT) has identified electric
chair lifts which fit inside the bath and
can be used by nursing staff or
independently by the patient. They
create a fully accessible bath and have
the benefit of being portable, relatively
affordable and can fit any home bath.
This means that the OT can work with
patients to learn to use the bath
independently at the Sussex Beacon
and then patients can mirror this at
home. In addition to fitting and

plumbing, the installation will require
tiling, flooring and paintwork, then the
Beacon will have two rooms which
facilitate the additional nursing care
required to support end of life care
providing independence and dignity for
the patient.

Funding will also be used to complete
the refurbishment of the Clinical Room,
where medicines and specialist
equipment is stored and in constant use
by Beacon nursing and care team. In the
September Pride grants round, the
Rainbow Fund donated £4,350 to
replace and update nursing equipment,
including drip stands, storage trolleys
and a drugs fridge. Hibernation funding
will allow refurbishment of the room,
repair and painting of walls, installation
of infection control flooring, new storage
cupboards, worktops and sink unit
allowing The Beacon to continue to
provide high quality specialist nursing
care in a modern environment while
meeting clinical and infection control
standards. Money raised will also be
used to replace the kitchen’s ageing
fridge and freezer. 

To see images from the Hibernation
Community Luncheon, view:
www.nickfordphotography.co.uk/v/phot
os/bph2015/16475213240?ppp=0

just pipped runner up Martyn (centre,
beside Wilma) to the prestigious title.
Door money was donated to THT, who
also ran a raffle during the event. This
year the total raised on the night was the
largest yet, £725. 

Manager Steve said: "It's always a high-
point of the Subline calendar, and to
have broken our fundraising record is
really gratifying. I cannot thank enough
all the entrants, Wilma for her perfectly
filthy turn, Ben at THT, and everyone who
came down on the night"

SUBLINE RAISE £725 FOR THT

) Every year, in association with THT,
Subline give their members the
chance to stand up and be objectified
(or to do the objectification) at the Mr
Subline contest. On November 14,
seven gorgeous hopefuls were cajoled
and calumniated by returning hostess
Wilma Fingadoo to answer questions
up close, personal, deep and dirty.

With their dignity in tatters, time came
for the audience to vote and in the
closest outcome of any Mr Subline
contest to date, Ian (on the right in pic)
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THERE’S NO PLACE LIKE
HOVE FOR THE HOLIDAYS!
) If you’ve ever spent Christmas in Palmeira Square or taken a Yuletide stroll
through St Ann’s Well Garden, you’ll agree that there’s no place like Hove For The
Holidays! Resound Male Voices, a Brighton & Hove-based male singing group,
invites you to join them and their friends, the nine ladies who are the Rebelles, at

St Andrew’s Church in Hove on
Saturday, 12 December for a
truly unique evening of beautiful
music and a few laughs in the run
up to Christmas. The groups, both
led by opera singer and vocal
coach Stefan Holmström, will
perform an eclectic range of music
from Swedish folk and American
bebop to classical works by Karl
Jenkins and Eric Whittacre.

Special guests for the evening

include Charlotte Brennan and Steve Bustin. London-based Charlotte Brennan, a
jazz pianist, songwriter and singer, is also heavily involved in music education. First
having performed with Resound Male Voices in 2012 as part of the Alvin Burrell
Quintet, Charlotte returns this Christmas to improvise with the two choirs and
entertain the audience with her unique take on some well known Christmas songs.

Steve Bustin, compère for the evening, is a multi-award winning business speaker
and freelance journalist who was recently named national speaker of the year 2015
by the UK Professional Speaking Association. Engaging audiences with a warm and

humorous style and reminiscing on his own
background in choral singing, Steve will add
something special to the evenings proceedings.

Hove For The Holidays, 7.30pm, Saturday 12
December, St Andrew’s Church, Waterloo Street,
Hove BN3 1AQ. Delicious, homemade mulled wine
will be available to purchase during the interval.
Tickets available directly from members and online
for £12/£10. wwwresoundmalevoices.org

ACTUALLY GAY MENS CHORUS 
RING OUT THE BELLS
) The magic of Christmas really arrives when Actually Gay Men’s Chorus Ring
Out The Bells on Wednesday December 23 at St Andrew's Church in Hove.
Trimming the tree and presenting the show for the first time will be glittering cabaret

star Kara Van Park and making a very welcome
return to perform with the boys will be the angel
on top of the Actually tree, guest soprano Sophie
Causbrook. Always an evening full of festive fun
and with a musical repertoire guaranteed to
unleash the Christmas spirit, This is where the
magic begins. 

Ring Out The Bells, St Andrews Church,
Waterloo Street, Hove, BN3 1AQ, Wednesday
23 December, 7:30pm, tickets £12/£10
available online: www.actuallygmc.org

CAN YOU HEAR THE RAINBOWS SING?

) Rainbow Chorus will celebrate
18 glorious years of harmony with a
Kemptown concert in December. The
Rainbows throw open the doors of St
George's Church on Saturday,
December 5 for a show-stopping
festive Christmas concert, Can you
Hear the Rainbows Sing?,
featuring songs from their Christmas
repertoire over the last 18 years and a
new tribute medley from one of the
most successful musicals of all
time, Les Misérables.

The Rainbow Chorus is the only
LGBT-mixed choir in the south
outside of London and aims to
provide an enjoyable and supportive
environment for LGBT members to
sing together, make new friends,
develop their community spirit,
individual talents and confidence.
Through performance, the Rainbow
Chorus also raises the profile of the
LGBT community in Brighton & Hove

as well as providing top quality
entertainment and are supported with
grants from the Big Lottery and the
Rainbow Fund.

Can you Hear the Rainbows Sing?,
St George’s Church, St George’s
Rd, Kemptown, 7.30pm, Saturday,
December 5. Tickets: £14/£10 concs
/£7 under 12s available online at:
www.brownpapertickets.com/event
/2386279 Or contact members of
the choir.

Sussex. This year they will once again
be joining Brighton’s LGBT choirs for
the annual World Aids Day concert
at St Mary’s Church, Kemptown on
Tuesday December 1. 

Qukulele’s Christmas Special,
Rialto Theatre, 11 Dyke Road,
Brighton, Sunday December 6,
doors 7.30pm, show 8pm, late bar,
tickets £7 online from:
https://thelittleboxoffice.com/rialt
o/book/selection/35707 

More info at: www.qukulele.co.uk

QUKULELE CHRISTMAS SPECIAL
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) Brighton's favourite ukulele band,
Qukulele, rock up at the Rialto
Theatre on Sunday December 6
with a festive feast of mashups and
mayhem. Banish those winter blues
with some Hawaiian hilarity, seasonal
silliness, special guests and songs
old and new! Qukulele will strum
harmonise and kazoo their way
through covers and mashups of Girls
Aloud, Kylie, Meghan Trainor and
Depeche Mode along with a
sprinkling of seasonal numbers.
Special guests are Hannah Rose
Tristram, chanteuse and accordion
player extraordinaire; Al Start, with
her own brand of uppy, quirky queer
folk; and The Two Wrongies, the
dancing double act who dare to do
the dirty! The evening will be
compered by Ali Hendry-Ballard of
all female comedy troupe, Short &
Girlie Show. Plus a starring role for
The Audience!

Qukulele are a regular sight at
community events, benefits and
launches around Brighton and





MAYOR ATTENDS LAUNCH 
OF ALIVE IN PANTOLAND
) Cllr Lynda Hyde, the Mayor of Brighton & Hove, was guest of honour at the
launch party for the Alternative Adult Panto, Alice In Pantoland at Pinocchio's
Italian Restaurant last month. Guests enjoyed a sit down meal with wine courtesy of

Pinoccio's Restaurant and were treated
to performances from members of
the Panto cast including, David Raven
(Idle Jack), Jason Prince (Captain
Cook), Topsie Redfern (The Ugly
Sister and Alice), Jack Seager
(Tinkerballs and The White Rabbit),
Russell Keith (Prince Charming) and
Lascel Wood (The Devil) fresh from his
starring role in Thriller The Musical. 

Brighton’s Alternative Adult Pantomime was founded by the late Brian Ralfe in
2002. Brian passed away in March this year. Lee Tracey one of London's most
successful stand-up comedians in the 1970s, 80s and 90s and a panto dame for
over 30 years has taken over the reins of this production and promises it will
be "totally OTT and generally unPC".

Alice In Pantoland is a journey through pantomime: Will Alice find his or her Beau?
Or will Alice Hook ‘Hook’ an Ugly sister? Who knows! The show promises a
contemporary musical journey though Pantoland with comedy banter along the way,
featuring three highly talented stars from London’s West End as well as Lee Tracey
(as Dame and Sarah The Cook), Phil Harlequeen (Fairy Godmother), Scott
Virgo (Dick Whittington) and Pooh La May (The Empress of China). Tickets went
on sale in July and the producers say 10 of the 22 shows have already sold out.
The show is written by Lee Tracey and David Rumelle.

Alice in Pantoland, Brighton Dome Studio, January 27 - February 7, daily at
5pm and 8pm, tickets £20. There is a special Meal deal ticket for £24 which
includes a pre show meal at Pinocchio's Italian Restaurant and a ticket to the
show. To book tickets online view: www.brightoncome.org or call The Dome bx
office: 01273 709 709.

DARING HEARTS E-BOOK 
) QueenSpark Books, Brighton & Hove based non-
profit community publishing and writing organisation,
have launched a series of ebooks of some of their most
popular and out-of-print titles including Daring Hearts -
Lesbian & Gay Lives of 50s and 60s Brighton, a
collection of LGBT life stories from the 1950s and 1960s.
Originally published in collaboration with Brighton
Ourstory, Daring Hearts has been long out of print and is

a searing and informative collection of life stories based on taped interviews with
40 lesbian and gay men who spoke openly about their lives in and around Brighton.
Readers will also have the opportunity to read five other best-selling titles: Poverty
- Hardship But Happiness, The Town Beehive - A Young Girl's Lot in
Brighton 1910-34, Brighton Behind The Front, Blighty Brighton and Brighton
- The Graphic Novel. You can buy these on Amazon Kindle, Google Play, Apple
store and other Android outlets - just go to your chosen website and search by title.

More info about QueenSpark Books: www.queensparkbooks.org.uk/

WANTING THE MOON
) Rose Collis, local author, alternative
historian and performer, will be
appearing in the production of a new play
she has written, Wanting The Moon at
the Marlborough Theatre in January,
directed by Keith Drinkel. 

‘If I really had a free hand I’d wish to
broadcast on my hundredth birthday, fly
round the world…Oh, I forgot, I have
often wanted the moon…’ 
The eminent author, artist, playwright,
journalist and Oscar-winning screen
writer, Clemence Dane, is asked by her
great friend Noel Coward to revive her
acting career and play the famous role he
once created for her: eccentric medium
Madame Arcati in Blithe Spirit. 

As she prepares to give him her answer,
she reflects on their long personal and
professional relationship, as well as
memorable episodes from her chequered
career, including penning the
controversial early 20th century lesbian
novel Regiment of Women, her
experiences in both World Wars, and her
adventures in Hollywood with Greta
Garbo, Marlene Dietrich, Walt Disney,
James Whale, Vita Sackville-West
and The Marx Brothers. 

However, her favourite role was being the
devoted and doting ‘den mother’ of the
‘Tavistock Set’, the circle of friends and
acquaintances who gathered in her
ramshackle Covent Garden flat and her
caravans in Sussex for 30 years,

including Coward himself, Ivor Novello
and Joyce Grenfell.

Rose Collis has lived and worked in
Sussex since 1997. Her writing credits
include Death And The City (Hanover
Press 2013), The New Encyclopaedia
Of Brighton (2010), This Effing Lady:
Coral Browne (Oberon Books 2007),
Colonel Barker’s Monstrous
Regiment: A Tale of Female
Husbandry (Virago 2000 & 2001);
and A Trouser-Wearing Character:
The Life and Times of Nancy Spain
(Cassell 1997 & 1999). 

This new production has been made
possible with financial support from Arts
Council England and with match-
funding and funding-in-kind from
Blueprint 22, Pink Fringe/
Marlborough Theatre, Jill Gardiner,
Krazy Kat Theatre and Raine Pavey-
Dorn.

In 2012, Rose created the critically
acclaimed Trouser-Wearing
Characters, the first one-woman
musical cabaret show written and
performed by a female author, which
continues to tour. In November 2014,
Arts Council England funded the
successful Research & Development of
Not Wanted on Voyage, a new play
about Nancy Spain and Gilbert
Harding. 

Wanting The Moon, Marlborough
Theatre, 4 Princes Street, Brighton,
January 8 & 9, 7.30pm, tickets £7
available online at:
www.marlboroughtheatre.org.uk/eve
nts/

Wanting The Moon will also be at
Arundel Jailhouse, Duke’s Path, off
High St, Arundel, Tuesday, January 12,
7.30pm, tickets £7. For more
information about Rose Collis,
view: www.rosecollis.com
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DEBUT ALBUM FROM 
LONDON GAY BIG BAND
) London Gay Big Band (LGBB) teamed up with 13 leading vocalists to record
their debut album, BRAVE, at the iconic Abbey Road Studios in London. The album
is a unique collaboration between the LGBT community music group and some of the
UK’s finest voices from the jazz scene, West End stage and TV.

Entitled BRAVE, the album was released
on the independent label, Mood Indigo
Productions, and features 13 vocal
tracks, each performed by the LGBB and a
different vocalist including: Clare Teal,
Claire Martin, Ian Shaw, Emma
Hatton, Sharon D. Clarke, La Voix, Ria
Jones, Paul Robinson, Sarah Moule,
Rachel Weston, Stephen Duffy, Lara
De Belder and Crawford McInally-Kier.

Produced by veteran award-winning producer Chris Marshall, from Rhythmshop
Productions, the album brings the concept of London Gay Big Band & Friends to
life in an exciting and modern production, allowing each singer’s distinct tone and
personality to shine through, whilst partnering with the LGBB’s signature rich and
sumptuous sound.

Stefan Doering, the LGBB’s
manager, said: “Recording at Abbey
Road, in the world-famous Studio 2,
was like a dream come true for the
band. To be able to work on such a
project is something we could never
have imagined when we founded the
group four years ago. Working in an
environment so steeped in musical
history, standing on the shoulders of
some of the greatest artists of all
time, this album recording firmly
puts the LGBB on the map and is a
momentous milestone in our
journey.”

Peter Jay, Musical Director of the LGBB, added: “The idea behind the album was to
create an entirely unique offering that has never been done before on the traditional
jazz scene. Bringing together vocalists from so many different genres and musical
backgrounds on one album has resulted in a completely fresh and distinct record,
unlike anything else on the market today.”

BRAVE is available to download on iTunes, Apple Music, Spotify, Amazon, Google
Play and other leading online retailers. For more information, view:
www.londongaybigband.com

CARNIVAL OF THE ANIMALS
) A menagerie of lions, elephants
and kangaroos will be let loose in
Brighton Dome on Sunday,
January 10 with cabaret star Miss
Jason firmly holding the reins.

London Gay Symphony
Orchestra (LGSO) will be bringing
these beasts and many others to
life, in a performance of Saint-
Saëns' grand zoological
fantasy, Carnival of the Animals,
which will be narrated by Miss
Jason.

The evening will take a decidedly
nautical turn, when Actually Gay
Men’s Chorus (AGMC) lift the
anchor and join LGSO to Sail the
Oceans Blue with highlights from
Gilbert & Sullivan’s ever popular
HMS Pinafore.

This is the first time that there has
been a classical collaboration
between LGSO and AGMC and
everyone involved is very excited at
the prospect. Bill Kelly, AGMC
Chairman, said: “We wanted to put
on a performance featuring well-
loved music that has a real sense of
fun, that would appeal to individuals,
families and music lovers of all
ages.”

Joining the chorus and orchestra on
stage during the evening will be
acclaimed guest soloists
performing favourite classics from
Puccini, Albinoni, Wagner and
Lutoslawski as well as well as
popular chorus numbers.

One of the highlights of the concert
will be the Poulenc Concerto for
Two Pianos and Orchestra - a
beautiful work which combines
drama, lightness and humour, with
a madcap finale. The concerto will
be performed by international
concert pianists, Coady Green and
Christopher Wayne Smith.

London Gay Men's Symphony
Orchestra and Actually Gay
Men's Chorus, Dome Concert
Hall, Church St, Brighton, 7.30pm,
Sunday, January 10. Tickets: £8-
£25. Book tickets online at:
www.brightondome.com or from
the Brighton Dome Box Office:
01273 709 709

The evening will be raising money
for Inclusion For All, an
organisation challenging
homophobic bullying in schools.
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FREE HIV HOME SAMPLING
LAUNCHED TO INCREASE 
HIV TESTING
) New figures released by Public Health England (PHE) show that 18,100
people are unaware they have HIV. The Government are making available free HIV
kits for testing those at higher-risk of infection, alongside announcing new funding
for innovative HIV prevention projects. People at higher-risk of HIV infection across
the country (gay and other men who have sex with men (MSM) and black Africans can
order an HIV home-sampling test kit online, free of charge and are being encouraged
to take the simple finger prick blood sample for National HIV Testing Week.

Improved treatment for HIV means those
diagnosed early can have a life expectancy
almost matching that of people who are
HIV free. PHE figures show an estimated
103,700 people in the UK were living with
HIV in 2014, with around 17% (18,100)
unaware and at risk of unknowingly
passing on the virus to others.

Among MSM, 6,500 remain unaware of their HIV infection, as do a further 3,900
men and women from black African communities. In addition, there continues to be
high levels of transmission in MSM and 3,360 MSM were newly diagnosed in 2014
– the largest number ever recorded. Overall, 40% of people were diagnosed at a late
stage of infection, undermining the benefits of effective therapy, and demonstrating
the need for expanded testing.

The benefits of testing leading to early treatment, reach beyond the individual
person, having a wider public health benefit and reduce the risk of passing the virus
on to other people. In addition to home-sampling, the Government and PHE have
announced seven successful HIV innovation winners - to help turn the tide on high
rates of new HIV infection in England. The HIV Innovation Fund is supporting
creative prevention projects, including working with faith leaders, developing
assessment tools and targeted HIV testing initiatives.

Jane Ellison, Public Health Minister, said: “We have made
great strides in HIV treatment, and those people speaking out
about their condition are helping reduce the stigma around it.
But until HIV is a thing of the past, there is more to do and we
need to be bold. I want the launch of the first National HIV
Home Sampling service to encourage people at risk to find
out their HIV status, using our free kits, so they can get the

best care for themselves and partners. Our Innovation Fund is also identifying new
ideas to tackle the problem. I hope that all those at risk will take the opportunity to
get tested and help us halve new HIV infections by 2020.”

Professor Kevin Fenton, Director of Health and Wellbeing
at PHE, said: “Despite national rates of HIV declining, it is still
a growing problem within certain communities and levels of
HIV testing among high risk people remain too low. The HIV
home-sampling service and the HIV Innovation Fund help
boost the ongoing efforts to reduce HIV infection in England.

“With National HIV Testing Week approaching, I would encourage all those at higher-
risk of HIV, such as MSM or people from black African communities, to seriously
consider testing, especially as they are now able to order a home-sampling kit free
online.”

Cllr Izzi Seccombe, LGA Community Wellbeing spokesperson, added: “HIV testing
is key to prevention. Evidence shows that earlier diagnosis can not only benefit
personal health, but has massive public health benefits too, while saving significant
sums of money for the NHS and local services. Councils now have responsibility for
public health and commissioning sexual health services. HIV testing and outreach
services are a part of this, whether in GP practices, sexual health clinics or in
community settings.”

To order a free kit online, view: http://freehivtesting.me/

LUNCH POSITIVE APPOINT 
PART-TIME SERVICE MANAGER
) Following a recruitment process
for a part-time worker at Lunch
Positive, the charity has appointed
Gary Pargeter to the post of
Service Manager.

Lunch Positive provides a healthy
meal once a week at Dorset Garden
Methodist Church for people who
are HIV positive. Gary started the
charity in 2008 and has been the
volunteer project manager for the
last seven years.

Steven Foster, Chair of Trustees,
said: "We’re delighted to appoint
Gary to this post. The recruitment
process has been stringent and
robust and this new post is a
necessity to build resilience for our
organisation and develop our
services.

Gary previously volunteered at the
Open Door HIV Project for 10 years,
has 17 years of voluntary
experience within the HIV
community, and brings a wealth of

) Eleven Brighton based members
of Out to Swim, the LGBT Masters
swimming, water polo and
synchronised swimming club
competed in the annual Gay &
Lesbian London Aquatics Meet
(GLLAM) in London last month
against LGBT swimmers from all
over the UK. The team collected 26
medals; 16 gold, 5 silver and 5
bronze; everyone in the team won
at least one medal.

Out to Swim is a Brighton based
swimming club who provide training
sessions for fitness, competition
and triathlon. The club meets three
times a week at: Prince Regent
Pool (Monday & Wednesday from
8.30–9.30pm) and Roedean
School on Saturday from 5pm. To
swim costs £6 per session or £40
per month. Go along and give them
a try. Your first session is free.

More info: www.outtoswim.org

other management skills and
experience from previous
employment. 

Gary said: “I’m hugely grateful to
be appointed to this new post, and
feel privileged to serve the charity
and the HIV community. I was
diagnosed HIV positive in 1992,
and have spent my entire life in
Brighton & Hove. Throughout that
time I have seen and experienced
that life with HIV has evolved and
changed for many, but can still be
turbulent, unpredictable and can
present many challenges. I have a
deep-rooted belief in community
and what can be achieved when
people spend time together and
support each other.

“Volunteering has been a hugely
important and massively formative
part of my life, and I am passionate
that this should give everyone
involved the best possible
experience for themselves and
others. We have an amazing
volunteer team, great members and
peer-supporters, and I look forward
to doing my very best for the HIV
community through our work at
Lunch Positive.”

www.lunchpositive.org

OUT TO SWIM IN THE MEDALS AT GLLAM
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The idea for a 'Trust and Confidence Survey' came out of Brighton & Hove LGBT
Community Safety Forum public meetings during 2012. With a message from LGBT
groups that hate crime was a significant factor in the City, where higher than
average numbers of the LGBT community live and socialise, the groups wanted a
survey to measure the baseline levels of trust and confidence in police and council
services, to deal with this situation. They were also mindful of a recent Police
Survey: 'Sexual Orientation and Transgender Related Incidents - Understanding
Under Reporting' and the 'Count Me In Too' survey report from 2007. 

The first survey covered the year 2012/13. To see the recommendations drawn 
from the 2013/14 survey visit: www.lgbt-help.com/survey/survey-13-14

To take part in the 2014/15 Trust & Confidence Survey visit: lgbt-help.com/survey

For printed copied please CALL 01273 855620 Option 4 
or email info@lgbt-help.com

13/14 SURVEY FUNDED BY:

BRIGHTON & HOVE 
LGBT TRUST & CONFIDENCE

SURVEY 2014/2015

COUNTING ON YOU
TO TELL US WHAT MATTERS

Brighton & Hove LGBT Community Safety Forum is is a member of The LGBT Community Groups Network and funded by the Rainbow Fund and Safer in
Sussex. This advert was paid for by a grant from the Safer In Sussex Community Foundation.

BRIGHTON & HOVE

LGBT COMMUNITY
GROUPS NETWORK
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The LGBT Community Safety Forum
is an independent group of 

lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans* (LGBT)
volunteers in Brighton & Hove. 

For more info visit: lgbt-help.com

WISHING EVERYONE
A VERY HAPPY & SAFE

CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR
If you need emotional support over the festive

period you can call our HELPLINE 24/7
and speak to our Listening Ear volunteers 

01273 855620

Please take note of our proposed dates
for Public Meetings to be held in 2016

• WEDNESDAY 10TH  FEBRUARY 2016
• WEDNESDAY  13TH APRIL 2016
• WEDNESDAY 13TH JULY 2016
• WEDNESDAY 26TH OCTOBER 2016 (AGM)

• Brighton & Hove LGBT Community Safety Forum is is a member of The LGBT Community Groups Network and funded by
the Rainbow Fund and Police Crime Commissioner. • Listening Ear Service provided by the Samaritans. 

• This Advert was  paid for  with a grant from the Rainbow Fund.

BRIGHTON & HOVE

LGBT COMMUNITY
GROUPS NETWORK



SALVADOR: BRAZIL
Eric Page is seduced by the sights, sounds
and colours of this often overlooked gem

22 GSCENE

have a real community feel. Pelourinho is the
location for music, dining and nightlife. It felt
like I was walking around in a novel that had
come to life. It’s a stunning place, and the
heat, tropical trees, sexy people and colourful
clothes are enchanting - I swear I glimpsed
Carmen Miranda giving me a sultry look and the
people are seriously friendly. 

Relax, wander, explore, there’s a visible police
presence everywhere so it feels safe and it’s a
superb place to stop, grab something to eat and
just watch the world go by. Food is a mix of
Brazilian and African cuisines, with an abundant
use of coconuts, ginger, hot peppers, shrimp,
spices and flavourful dendê oil, made from
palms. I walked all over the city, sampling the
food stalls, the ladies that run them take pride
in their food and their reputations. 

Salvador (and Brazil) in particular gets a bad
press for violence and crime. There is a level of
poverty but if you’re considerate with a little
common sense you’ll be fine. Avoid flashing
your bling or super-expensive tech and avoid
dark alleyways and certain areas of the city
after dark, taxis are cheap and reliable. After a
day of tropical sunshine, samba and the soft
tropical breeze I relaxed considerably and
happily got my camera out. Most folk speak
some English, but you’ll need to speak Brazilian
Portuguese to go off the beaten track.

Barra, the main beach (it’s in the top ten of
The Guardian’s urban beaches), is superb with
soft sand facing west and everything stops for
sunset. It’s a small but lush place, we wandered
down at dawn to swim in the quiet clear waters
then again at night to swim with the bats
skimming the surface and fish jumping and
swimming around us. There’s sunbathing and
boating, snorkelling, fishing, a beach gym and
the volleyball men. Choose one of the ‘beach
ladies’ who run the deck chairs, umbrellas, etc,
they are friendly and a great source of local
info. The beach is busy in the day, packed on
the weekend and very cruisy always, both with
sexy ‘working boys’ and sexy locals.

animation and exoticness. I love South
America, Brazil is exciting but Salvador is
something else. Once the magnificent capital
of Portugal’s great New World colony, Salvador
is an Afro-Brazilian jewel. Its brilliantly-hued
centre is a living museum of 17th and 18th
century architecture and gold-laden churches.
Salvador has a tropical climate all throughout
the year with the humidity and heat relieved
by the winds blowing in from the ocean.

Salvador will seduce and surprise you, I fell in
love with the place, skating down the seafront
along the palm-lined boulevards, stopping to
drink fresh coconut water and eat some fried
shrimp patties, watching the huge dark sexy
men jog by, the monkeys playing and hot
tropical sun warming my skin, feeling a sense
of excitement and frisson of interest that’s
often missing from a city holiday. 

With the pound so strong at the moment it
makes this tropical destination very cheap and
astonishingly good value. I took the local
buses all over the city, which are fast, furious
and a seriously cheap way to experience
everyday Brazilian life, just avoid them at the
rush hours unless sweaty frottage delights you. 

Wandering the cobblestoned streets of
Pelourinho, gazing up at the city’s wonderful
streets and squares, I was transported. It’s
packed with creative artistic shops, schools of
music, dance and capoeira. These pastel-
coloured 17th and 18th century buildings still

) Nestled in the Bay of Santos, on the
Bahian Coast, and wrapping itself in
outstanding beaches, a myriad of islands,
forests, natural wonders and a seriously vibrant
city culture, Salvador is everything you’ve
heard Brazil can be, but often overlooked as
everyone goes to Rio. Salvador is better,
smaller, easier to navigate, safer by far and
has a laidback vibe of sensual enjoyment that
is famous even among the Brazilians. With a
population that is 98% black or mixed this is
the original capital city of Brazil and one of
the oldest places in South American, settled
by the Portuguese in 1500. 

The old quarter of the city is on a par with
Havana or Cartagena; dense, colourful with
some jaw-dropping architectural treats, lively
squares and the ubiquitous churches, convents
and grand houses, most of them now museums
or galleries. It’s a world heritage site, built up
on the old cliffs overlooking the thrusting,
glittering skyline of the more modern parts of
the city, and is one of the most beautiful
colonial centres in the whole of South
America. You can spend many a day wandering,
eating, looking, buying, talking, dancing and
doing the thing that locals seem to spend
their whole days doing: smiling and flirting.

I’d always wanted to go to Bahia since
listening to Arthur Lyman with my
grandmother. The city is remarkable; a modern,
inspiring, crumbling colonial area of breath-
taking magical realism and a sense of
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crowd for free - called ‘pipoca’, watch from a
wide ‘camarote’ balconies or you can dance on
the Carnival inside a safety area ‘cordão’
surrounding the Trio, protected by bouncers.
You need to buy a pass ‘abadá’, a colourful T-
shirt from £50 to £250 per day, depending on
the artist playing. Some include free drink and
there’s more space to move and dance in the
procession. If you don't speak Portuguese be
careful what you buy (see Carnival The Easy
Way). It’s an eye popping dance your feet off
experience which has few rivals in the world
for pure indulgent muscled buff fun. 

Carnival is a very peaceful event - most
incidents are just rips-off. Transportation
changes dramatically during Carnival so stay in
areas close to the Carnival Parades: Barra,
Ondina, Vitoria and Pelourino. Accommodation
is almost always a seven-night package during
Carnival, so be aware when booking flights.

Salvador has everything you could want from a
South American holiday: the long tropical
beaches, the bustling exotic city, the old
historical quarters, the food and pulsating
daily life, islands and jungles to explore, the
juxtaposition of thrusting new skyscrapers up
tight against Favelas and painted colonial
buildings, dark brooding churches gilded and

decorated in high Baroque, a tangible
excitement to your day and a great free zoo!
The friendly, optimistic and engaging people,
the men who make your jaws/trousers drop and
a real sense of being somewhere seriously
different. It’s a heady mix. Salvador will stun,
seduce and amaze you.

INFO
Direct nine-hour flights for Jan/Feb from
Madrid or Lisbon (cheaper from Madrid) from
£500 with AirEuropa, TAP or IBERIA, connect
via Gatwick BA or EasyJet. Salvador is well
connected with internal flights and an excellent
place to use as a base to explore Tropical Bahia
and the northern Brazilian coastal states:
) http://destinos.flytap.com/en/Suggestions/A
rticles/10-Salvador-da-Bahia-Basics
) www.salvadorcentral.com/guide/
) www.brazil.org.za/salvador.html

CARNIVAL THE EASY WAY
) If you would prefer to stay with some
friendly British gay men in Salvador, who will
sort out your Carnival visits, tickets and parties,
and take you out and about to local beaches,
bars and restaurants, then consider staying with
Paul and Alasdair from House Guest Brazil.
Originally from Brighton, they have lived in
Barra for over 10 years and they have a series
of comfortable accommodation and travel
options from six, nine or 12-day holidays to
take all the stress and worry out of your first, or
returning, trip to Salvador. They’ll make sure
you have the best, safest experience during
your stay. You’ll be welcomed with your own
exclusive parties to meet the locals and they’ll
take you to rehearsals and events that tourists
never see so you will really get to experience
Carnival like a local! Visit their website for more
information and prices at: 
http://alasdairbrown.com/index/The_Holiday.
html or email them directly at:
paul@houseguestbrazil.com

) If you’re more independently minded, Airbnb
offer some great places for a range of budgets.
Right on the beach is Barra Pousada Noa Noa,
very cool and run by a lovely couple.
www.pousadanoanoa.com

) Or for something more mainstream try the
four star hotel Sol Express Hotel from £50pn.
To book directly, visit: www.solexpress.com.br/

Salvador has a young gay and lesbian scene
that is constantly changing with a lot of
places to go and there’s an openness to
Brazilian society and Salvador in particular
that made it a comfy place to walk around
holding my Bf’s hand and I saw lots of other
folk doing the same, all genders, all types.
Sexuality, like race, is very fluid in Salvador –
everyone has a mixed heritage and no-one
defines themselves as black or white, most
guys have their own degree of bi-sexuality and
don’t define as gay or straight. Only 10% of
people are gay in Salvador, but only 10% are
straight too – the remaining 80% will be bi-
sexual to some degree. We explored the bars
and clubs and enjoyed them, the saunas were
interesting. Spartacus online has an up-to-
date list, use taxis to visit them. 

Carnival in Salvador runs from February 4 to
10 and is the biggest carnival in the world.
Around two-million people participate in the
Carnival Parades over six consecutive days and
all night. Dozens of bands make a parade
along the 2km parade route, playing on big
trucks called Trios. In Rio you’re a spectator,
in Salvador you’re the show, if you want full
Brazilian spectacle then Salvador is the place
to go. It’s cheaper and easier to navigate than
Rio. You can dance on the streets with the
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For desert we shared the croissant bread and butter pudding with
homemade vanilla ice cream. Quite lovely! The use of a croissant
rather than bread made a huge difference to the consistency of the
desert and for me was the highlight of my evening. A real signature
desert. We also tried the Autumnal crumble with vanilla custard. The
custard was rich, but the fruit crumble was a little tart for my taste.

Prices on the impressive wine list range from £18 to £35 a bottle. The
family at the Cyclist have had a long relationship with the world of
wine, with the eldest member John Clevely being a Master of wine.
They focus on wines from the old world with an exception of the
delicious Rogers & Rufus Rose from the Barossa Valley in South
Australia and only English sparkling wine is available, rather than
Champagne. Try the red Spanish Merlot at just £18 a bottle and the
white Val de Loire, Sauvignon Blanc at £28. Two rock solid
recommendations.

We were offered four cocktails to try.
Whisky Smash, Honey Mai Tai,
Spiced Pumkin Punch and the
spectacular Lady Marmalade with
rum, amaretto, pineapple and
marmalade. Whichever one you
choose you will not be disappointed.
We tried them all. They were
beautifully mixed and presented.

Breakfast is available daily from 8am - noon. Porridge is just £4
rising to £10 for a top of the range cooked breakfast. Brunch on
Sunday averages about £9 without the drinks.

The Cyclist is quite different from most other choices on offer in the
city. Fresh produce, great wines and a unique almost bohemian
atmosphere. You can pop in for a
drink and nibble when you get
off the train or spend the whole
evening relaxing with friends.

Oh yes, if you like playing table
tennis, they have a top of the
range table to keep you amused
just outside the front door.

GSCENE 25

THE CYCLIST
The Cyclist, Queens Road, Brighton BN1 3XP
Tel: 01273 724879, www.thecyclistbrighton.co.uk
Opening Hours: Monday–Friday 8am-11pm (Kitchen closes at 9pm);
Saturday: 9am–11pm (Kitchen closes at 9pm), Sunday 9am–11pm
(Kitchen closes at 6pm)

) You will find The Cyclist on the main forecourt inside Brighton train
station where the old Left Luggage depot was originally located. It is
independently owned by Greenwell & Tipple, and offers many quirky
design features not usually found in corporate train station venues. The
main bar has been created from old suitcases with sets the tone for the
rest of the venue. It’s comfortable, stylish, cosy and offers a really
different dining experience along with a great selection of beers, wines,
teas and coffees. Perfect for Brighton!

For starters, I ordered the soup of the day, spiced butternut squash
with fresh bread (£5). Good consistency and flavour, a small meal in
itself. Mrs Ledward took the Anti Pasto (£7) with Milano salami,
German peppered salami, chorizo, homemade tapenade and charred
artichokes. The meats were of the highest quality, slightly moist, full
of flavour and the homemade tapenade was a perfect complement to
the choice of meats served. 

For mains I chose honey glazed gammon ham, egg and house thick
cut chips (£10). The flavour of the ham was spot on, not too sweet,
only criticism being the slices of ham were slightly thin which caused
one of them to dry out a little. The egg was nice and runny and the
thick cut chips quite spectacular. Mrs Ledward chose the eight hour
cooked brisket with mash and root vegetables. It was stunning, the
tasty brisket flaked on the fork, the mash was creamy and the root
vegetables were cooked to perfection.
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l BRIGHTON SAUNA Naked Day 11am
l CAMELFORD ARMS Seniors’ lunch 2-
3.30pm
l CHARLES STREET Mrs Moore’s Bingo
Balls Up 9pm
l MARINE TAVERN Mince pies & mulled
wine 8pm
l QUEEN’S ARMS An Audience with Sally
Vate 9.30pm
l SETTING SUN Piano Bar: Lucy & Simon
Pickering 8.30pm
l SUBLINE Club Silencio: vaudeville club
night 7.30pm
l THREE JOLLY BUTCHERS Open mic
with hosts The Purple Shoes 8.30pm
l ZONE Quiz with Neil, the Rock’s old Quiz
Master 8pm

THURSDAY 3
l A-BAR Pete’s Karaoke 8pm
l BAR 7@CRAWLEY Total Request
Thursdays: DJ FRESH Princess 9pm
l BAR BROADWAY Beyond the Footlights
@The Gods: Tanya Hyde & Kara Van Park
8pm; It’s All Fun & Games: Sally Vate: Urban
Family MisFortunes 10pm
l BAR REVENGE Throwback Thur 9pm
l CAMELFORD ARMS £300 Big Cash
Quiz 9pm
l CHARLES ST Mad Cow’s Tea Party: Ms
Joan Bond, DJs Lee Jeffery & Ruby Roo 9pm
l MARINE TAVERN Throwback Thur 8pm
l PARIS HOUSE live music: Fleur de Paris
8pm

PICS FROM A BAR + BAR BROADWAY
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A-BAR
) 11-12 Marine Parade, BN2 1TL, 01273 696691, www.abarbrighton.co.uk
) OPEN Sun–Thur 12pm–12am; Fri & Sat 12pm–2am; Xmas Day Fri (25)
7–11pm; Boxing Day Sat (26) 12pm–12am; NY Day Fri (1) Jan 12pm–12am.
) FOOD New winter menu served Mon–Sat 12–6pm & Sunday roasts 12pm
till gone, call 01273 696691 to book. The A-Bar are taking bookings for Christmas
Day lunch £60 pp. Expect lots of festive cheer and delicious food!

) WORLD AIDS DAY Tue (1) WAD KARAOKE FUNDRAISER for the Rainbow
Fund from 8pm, £1 donation to sing. 

) XMAS Thur (24) XMAS EVE CABARET at 9pm. ) Fri (25) XMAS DAY
KARAOKE at 7pm. The A-Bar staff say: “We wish all our customers a very Merry

Christmas and a Happy New Year!”
) NEW YEAR Thur (31) is the DISCO 54 NYE PARTY
with Juice FM DJ Mick Fuller & friends from 9pm. DJ
Mick says: “See in 2016 in style and be transported back in
time to the bright lights of the 1970s and 1980s with an
uplifting mix of original soul, funk, disco and house!” 
) Fri (1) Jan is the NYE RECOVERY BAR CHILL OUT
from 12pm. 

Information is correct at the time of going to
press. Gscene cannot be held responsible for
any changes or alterations to the listings

TUESDAY 1
l A-BAR World AIDS Day Karaoke
Fundraiser for the Rainbow Fund 8pm
l BAR 7@CRAWLEY Crewsday: DJ Lewis
Osborne 9pm

l BAR BROADWAY World AIDS Day
Karaoke Fundraiser for Sussex Beacon with
BGT’s Lorraine Bowen 9pm
l BAR REVENGE Karaoke with Liz 9pm
l BOUTIQUE World AIDS Day Special 6pm
l CAMELFORD ARMS World AIDS Day:
free hot drinks for those attending the
Memorial Service 5.30pm
l CHARLES ST Annual World AIDS Day
Cabaret Fundraiser for THT South: host Drag
With No Name + Mrs Moore, Rose Garden,
Kara Van Park, Sally Vate, Lucinda Lashes &
many more 7.30pm
l MARINE TAVERN Quiz & Curry 7.30pm
l QUEEN’S ARMS World AIDS Day
Special 9.30pm
l REVENGE BlowOut World AIDS Day Red
Party in assoc with Sussex Uni LGBT &
LGBrighTon 11pm

WEDNESDAY 2
l A-BAR Maria Dunn’s Piano Bar 9pm
l BAR 7@CRAWLEY Fresh!: DJ Jazzy
Jane 9pm
l BAR BROADWAY Tabitha & friends 9pm
l BAR REVENGE Lipsync for Your Life:
host Crystal Lubrikunt & prizes 9pm
l BASEMENT CLUB@LEGENDS Ice: DJ
Claire Fuller 11pm

BAR BROADWAY
) 10 Steine Street, BN2 1TE, Tel: 01273 609777, www.barbroadway.co.uk
) OPEN Sun-Thur 4pm-1am, Fri 4pm-3am, Sat 2pm–3am; Xmas Day Fri (25)
from 6pm; Boxing Day Sat (26) from 4pm; NYE Thur (31) from 6pm; New Year’s
Day Fri (1) Jan from 6pm.  

) WORLD AIDS DAY Tue (1) Dec WAD Fundraising
MASS KARAOKE with Britain’s Got Talent star Lorraine
Bowen from 9pm. Lorraine will get Bar Broadway singing and
swinging and guide you through some fun singing exercises
and sing through some classics, including the songs you love
from the musicals. 

) XMAS Fri (18) and Sat (19) is MERRY DRAGMAS glamorous Xmas Show based
on a Xmas classic with Sugar Cube, Sissy Sucs, Stephanie Von Clitz and Britney
Fierce at 8.30pm. Britney Fierce says: “Don’t be a scrooge this Christmas - it’s the
time of year for festive fun and giggles and the show is full of cheeky banter with a twist
on some classic Xmas stories filled with festive sing-long numbers. We have a raffle on
the night at the Merry Dragmas shows, as well as mincing queens - and I’m sure we will
have mince pies aplenty! Plus, I’ll be in a sexy/slutty Xmas outfit that will be a feast for
your eyes! I think I may have been typecast!”
) Sun (20) FIREPLACE SESSIONS present The Local Parrish Xmas Party with
vocalist Gabriella Parrish from 8.30pm. Thur (24) is SALLY VATE’S XMAS PARTY
from 8.30pm. 

) NEW YEAR Thur (31) is the NYE Scottish HOGMANAY
PARTY with Wet & Wild (Tabitha Wild and Jason Thorpe),
special guests and a piper from 8pm. Tabitha Wild says: “Wet
& Wild specialise in cheesy tunes from the 1970s and 80s.
Expect a night of sing-along songs from the era that fashion
forgot! From Abba to Culture Club, via Queen and Tiffany, it'll
be a night of guilty pleasures at Broadway – the perfect way to
see in 2016!”
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l QUEEN’S ARMS Cabaret: Miss Penny
9.30pm
l REVENGE FOMO: DJs 11pm
l SETTING SUN Bonfire Night BBQ 5pm
l SUBLINE Brace Yourself 9pm
l THREE JOLLY BUTCHERS Big Cash
Quiz: £150 jackpot 7.30pm

FRIDAY 4
l A-BAR Cabaret 9pm
l BAR 7@CRAWLEY 7 Upstairs: DJ Kirsty
11pm

l BAR BROADWAY Jukebox 4pm
l BAR REVENGE Pop Tartz warm-up 9pm
l BASEMENT CLUB@LEGENDS Glitter:
DJ Steve Lush 11pm
l BOUTIQUE i-Candy: DJ Thierrie &
karaoke giveaway 10pm
l CAMELFORD ARMS Friday Club 6pm
l CHARLES ST Fruity Friday Fix: DJ Leeroy
9pm
l DR BRIGHTONS House Rules: DJ Nick
Hirst 9.30pm
l GROSVENOR BAR Mysterry’s karaoke
9.30pm

l MARINE TAVERN Jukebox Disco 8pm
l QUEEN’S ARMS Cabaret: Sandra
9.30pm
l REVENGE Pop Tartz on level 1 10.30pm
l SETTING SUN Frozen kids’ meet & greet
with the Snow Queen 4pm; live PA: Jennie
Castell 9pm
l SUBLINE Steam 9pm
l ZONE Cabaret: Ricky Zalez 10pm

SATURDAY 5
l A-BAR Disco 54: Mick Fuller 9pm
l BAR 7@CRAWLEY 7 Sins: DJ Lewis
Osborne 11pm
l BAR BROADWAY Jukebox 4pm
l BAR REVENGE Sweet Revenge warm-up
9pm
l BASEMENT CLUB@LEGENDS Fusion:
DJ Steve Lush 11pm
l BOUTIQUE se-XXY Winter Warmer Shake
Up Party: DJ Klipz 10pm
l CHARLES ST The Boys In The Bar: DJs
Lil Alex, Grant Knowles, Leeroy 9pm
l DR BRIGHTONS Sexy Saturday: DJ Tony
B 9.30pm
l GROSVENOR BAR Cabaret: Maisie
Trollette 9.30pm
l LEGENDS BAR Pre-club DJs 7pm
l MARINE TAVERN Saturday Squeeze
8pm
l PARIS HOUSE Live jazz 4pm; TC’s
Joyful Noise: DJ Kenny 9pm
l QUEEN’S ARMS Cabaret: TBA 9.30pm
l REVENGE Sweet Revenge: DJs Missy B
& Patch on level 1; R-Haus on level 2

10.30pm
l SUBLINE Barcode Berlin Sale 2pm;
Men’s Room: DJ Screwpulous 9pm
l ZONE Cabaret: Gilly B 10pm

SUNDAY 6
l A-BAR Karaoke 8pm; roasts 12-till gone
l BAR 7@CRAWLEY Karaoke 8pm
l BAR BROADWAY Fireplace Sessions:
Threesome’s Xmas Cracker 8.30pm
l BAR REVENGE Sunday Funday: Micklos
hosts giant board games & karaoke 8.30pm
l BASEMENT CLUB@LEGENDS
Pop!Candy: DJ Claire Fuller 11pm
l BRIGHTON SAUNA Naked Day 12pm
l CAMELFORD ARMS Bear Bash, Free
Food & Raffle 5pm; roasts & select menu
12pm–till gone
l CHARLES ST Cabaret: Lucinda Lashes
7.30pm; Tranny Rock & Roll Bingo: Sally
Vate 8.30pm; roasts 12–7pm  
l LEGENDS BAR Cabaret: Lizzy Drip
3.30pm; roasts 12–3pm
l MARINE TAVERN Sunday roasts &
Xmas menu 12-6pm
l QUEEN’S ARMS Double cabaret: Rose
Garden 6pm & 9.30pm
l SETTING SUN Sunset Serenade with
Lucy Pickering 4pm
l SUBLINE Guilty Pleasures: DJ
Screwpulous 9pm
l THREE JOLLY BUTCHERS The Jazz
Roast 3pm; Sunday roasts 1-6pm
l ZONE Cabaret: Stone & Street 6.30pm
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BOUTIQUE
) 2 Boyces St @ West St, BN11AN, 01273 327607 www.boutiqueclubbrighton.com
) OPEN daily from 1pm–very late 
) FOOD all day, every day till midnight
) DRINK PROMOS Every Fri enjoy VIP Boutique with VIP bottles on offer,
including: Stoli with mixers £60, Veuve £60 and Moet £50! Sat winter warmer
cocktails on the roof terrace (5) and Ice & Shot Bar Special (19). Fri & Sat five
J-Bombs for £5 and 2-4-1 selected cocktails.

) WORLD AIDS DAY Tue (1) free cupcakes and £1 from every £10 you spend
donated to charity from 8pm. 

) XMAS Food served all day and 5 j-bombs for £5 plus 2-for-1 cocktails over Xmas
(excl Xmas Day). Sat (12) is Xmas se-XXY with DJ Klipz
spinning some of the best tunes in town all while Santa
dishes out gifts from 10pm. Thur (24) is the XMAS EVE
SPECIAL with complimentary mince pies and winter warmer
cocktails to snuggle up to on the Boutique beds from 8pm.
Don’t miss one of Boutique’s fabulous Christmas packages,
designed to start your festive season with sparkle, starting
from £15pp for a tailor-made package!

) NEW YEAR Thur (31) is Boutique’s massive NYE Circus Special with a crazy
twist courtesy of clowns, dancers, ringmasters, superstar DJs and more on hand to
see in 2016 from 8pm. From midnight feast on free bacon rolls and toast the New
Year with a complimentary shot! Rebecca, Marketing Manager, says: “This one is not
for the faint-hearted!” ) On Fri (1) Jan nurse your hangover and lounge on the
luxurious Boutique beds with comfort food and hair of the dog from 6pm. 

) REGULARS Come sing your heart out with Boutique’s new karaoke suites, with
prices from only £9.50pp! Contact Rebecca on 07583 028735 to book one of the
suites today! ) Fri i-CANDY with resident DJ Thierrie spinning your favourite tunes
and giveaways galore, including: karaoke suite giveaway for the largest group (4),
Zara voucher (11) and VIP booth giveaway (18). Free b4 10pm, £3 guest list till
11pm, £5 after. ) Sat CLUB se-XXY with different themes, superstar DJ Klipz and
giveaways: Winter Warmer Shake Up cocktails (5) and Ice & Shot Bar (19). Free
entry till 10pm, £3 guest list till 11pm, £5 after. 

PICS FROM BOUTIQUE + BAR 7 CRAWLEY

BAR 7 CRAWLEY
) 7 Pegler Way, Crawley, RH11 7AG, Tel: 01293 511177, www.7crawley.co.uk
) OPEN Sun, Tue & Wed 6pm–12.30am, Thur–Sat 6pm–2.30am

) ONE FOR THE DIARY Thur is TRT, TOTAL REQUEST THURSDAYS, from
9pm with The FRESH Princess on the decks with two laptops, thousands upon
thousands of songs and she's also dialled in to Bar 7's huge online music

database. If you want a song, and if she can lay her hands
on it, she'll play it - simple as! And if she can't lay her
hands on it, head back the next week and challenge her
again! Free entry all night and drink deals including all
house spirit & mixers £2.50 before midnight, 2 VS for £5,
2 Carlsberg bottles for £5, go large on house spirits for
£1.50, 2 Jagerbombs for £5 and fishbowls to share for £5.

DECEMBER
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l BAR 7@CRAWLEY Fresh!: DJ Jazzy
Jane 9pm
l BAR BROADWAY Tabitha & friends 9pm
l BAR REVENGE Lipsync for Your Life
Grand Final: host Crystal Lubrikunt 9pm
l BASEMENT CLUB@LEGENDS Ice: DJ
Claire Fuller 11pm
l BRIGHTON SAUNA Naked Day 11am
l CAMELFORD ARMS Seniors’ lunch 2-
3.30pm
l CHARLES STREET Mrs Moore’s Bingo
Balls Up 9pm
l MARINE TAVERN Mince pies & mulled
wine 8pm
l PARIS HOUSE DJ Meryl 9pm
l QUEEN’S ARMS An Audience with Sally
Vate 9.30pm
l SETTING SUN Piano Bar: Lucy & Simon
Pickering 8.30pm
l SUBLINE Happy Hump Day 9pm
l ZONE Quiz with Neil, the Rock’s old Quiz
Master 8pm

THURSDAY 10
l A-BAR Pete’s Karaoke 8pm
l BAR 7@CRAWLEY Total Request
Thursdays: DJ FRESH Princess 9pm
l BAR BROADWAY It Is What It Is@The
Gods: comedy night 8pm; It’s All Fun &
Games: Sally Vate’s Lipsync Battles 8.30pm
l BAR REVENGE Throwback Thur 9pm

l CAMELFORD ARMS £300 Big Cash
Quiz 9pm
l CHARLES ST Mad Cow’s Tea Party: Ms
Joan Bond, DJs Lee Jeffery & Ruby Roo
9pm
l MARINE TAVERN Throwback Thur 8pm
l QUEEN’S ARMS Cabareet: Davina
Sparkle 9.30pm
l REVENGE FOMO: DJs 11pm
l SUBLINE Brace Yourself 9pm
l THREE JOLLY BUTCHERS Big Cash
Quiz: £150 jackpot 7.30pm

FRIDAY 11
l A-BAR Cabaret 9pm
l BAR 7@CRAWLEY 7 Upstairs: DJ
Kirsty 11pm
l BAR BROADWAY Jukebox 4pm
l BAR REVENGE Pop Tartz warm-up 9pm
l BASEMENT CLUB@LEGENDS Glitter:
DJ Steve Lush 11pm
l BOUTIQUE i-Candy: DJ Thierrie &
giveaways 10pm
l CAMELFORD ARMS Friday Club 6pm
l CHARLES ST Fruity Friday Fix: DJ
Leeroy 9pm
l DR BRIGHTONS Funky Friday: DJ Nick
Hirst 9.30pm
l GROSVENOR BAR Mysterry’s karaoke
9.30pm

DECEMBER
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BRIGHTON SAUNA
) 75 Grand Parade, BN2 9JA, Tel: 01273 689966 www.thebrightonsauna.com
) OPEN Mon–Thur 10–1am; Fri 10am, then 24 hours through till 1am on Mon
) LICENSED BAR Sun–Thu 11–1am, Fri & Sat 11–2am
) ENTRY standard £15, day pass with unlimited entry £16 Sun-Thur, Bright & Early
£8 10-11am Mon-Thur, Night Owl £8 last two hours Sun-Thur, jobseekers £10 Mon-
Thur,  weekend pass £20 (2 days) or £25 (3 days), under 25s £5 Mon-Thur

) ONE FOR THE DIARY The Brighton Sauna Boys have one simple aim: to bring
you simply the best sauna experience with a smile, and a friendly attitude at all times.
Their goals are very simple: no attitude, no unfriendly staff, no excuses for things not
working and no mess or dirt! Is this your first visit to a sauna? Maybe nervous, or
you've got loads of questions? Then there really is no need to worry. Every day the
Brighton Sauna boys get asked loads of questions from people wondering if they'll be
safe if they're young or inexperienced, if someone will show them around, whether
they'll fit in if they're bigger and hairy, and whether they'll be welcome if they're older. 

The answers to all of these questions are very simple. Once inside the building, you'll
be greeted by very friendly staff who will make sure you know where everything is. The
venue is modern, clean, and well presented, plus there's free filter coffee, tea, chilled,
filtered water, towels, use of a locker, internet with three computers and super-fast
WiFi. You will be safe at all times, and won't be pushed into anything you don't want to
do. Some even just come for the facilities, and nothing more. 

The Brighton Sauna boys say: “We promise you won't regret a visit, and you can't start
at a better place than ours. So be brave, take the plunge, and come along to see us.
You won't regret it! Or call and speak to one of our friendly staff for further advice.”

) REGULARS The Brighton Sauna NAKED DAYS are every Wed from 11–1am and
now, due to popular demand, every Sun 12pm–close. You'll be given a small towel
for your drips, and you can have a regular towel to shower with before you leave, but
NO towels can be worn at all on these days.

The Brighton Sauna boys say: “Some try to hide their bits behind the small towel!
Seriously guys, let it all hang out, no matter what you've got down below... nobody
cares. It's all about letting it all hang out, and feeling free! What better way to chill out at
the end of the weekend than having everything on show, and letting it all hang out, so
to speak. Give it a try - it's a fantastic day.”

MONDAY 7
l A-BAR Liam’s Karaoke 8pm
l BAR BROADWAY The Just After Work
Big Showbiz Quiz 6.30pm
l BAR REVENGE Monday MashUp
Student & Industry Night: DJ Lewis Osborne
9pm
l CHARLES STREET Studio 150
10.30pm
l LEGENDS BAR A Big Dollop of Fun with
Davina Sparkle 9.30pm
l MARINE TAVERN Monday Madness
8pm

TUESDAY 8
l A-BAR Liam’s Karaoke 8pm
l BAR 7@CRAWLEY Crewsday: DJ Lewis
Osborne 9pm
l BAR REVENGE Karaoke with Liz 9pm
l MARINE TAVERN Quiz & Curry 7.30pm
l QUEEN’S ARMS TBA 9.30pm
l REVENGE £2UESDAY: DJ Trick 11pm

WEDNESDAY 9
l A-BAR Maria Dunn’s Piano Bar 9pm

CAMELFORD ARMS
) 30-31 Camelford St, BN2 1TQ, Tel: 01273 622386, www.camelfordarms.com
) OPEN daily from 12pm. Xmas Day, Fri (25), 12–3pm & 8–11pm. The most dog-
friendly pub in town. 
) FOOD Mon–Sat 12–9pm; Sunday roast & select menu 12pm–till gone; Wed
seniors' lunch 2–3.30pm, two courses £7.50. Served 12–6pm on NYE, Thur (31).

) WORLD AIDS DAY Tue (1) free hot drinks for Memorial Service attendees from
5.30pm. 
) XMAS Sat (26) is the XMAS AFTER PARTY all day from 12pm. The Camelford’s
staff say: “Happy Christmas to all our friends!”

) NEW YEAR Thur (31) is the BIG NYE PARTY, free
entry! Fri (1) Jan is a NYE HANGOVER PARTY at 12pm. 

) ONE FOR THE DIARY Thur (17) is the BRIGHTON
BEAR WEEKEND XMAS QUIZ raising money for the
Rainbow Fund from 9pm with a £300 cash prize, raffle and
new BBW 2016 T-shirts on sale. Entry £2pp and booking
essential!QU
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l PARIS HOUSE Live jazz 4pm; TC’s Joyful
Noise: DJ Kenny 9pm
l QUEEN’S ARMS Lady Diamond’s Xmas
Spectacular 9.30pm
l REVENGE Sweet Revenge: DJs Missy B &
Patch on level 1; R-Haus on level 2 10.30pm
l SUBLINE Leathermen South Xmas Special
9pm
l ZONE Cabaret: Kara Van Park 10pm

SUNDAY 13
l A-BAR Karaoke 8pm; roasts 12-8pm
l BAR 7@CRAWLEY Karaoke 8pm
l BAR BROADWAY Fireplace Sessions:
Jennie Castell 8.30pm
l BAR REVENGE Sunday Funday: Micklos
hosts giant board games & karaoke 8.30pm
l BASEMENT CLUB@LEGENDS
Pop!Candy: DJ Claire Fuller 11pm
l BRIGHTON SAUNA Naked Day 12pm
l CAMELFORD ARMS Bear Bash, Free
Food & Raffle 5pm; roasts & select menu
12pm–till gone
l CHARLES ST Cabaret: Mrs Moore
7.30pm; Tranny Rock & Roll Bingo: Sally
Vate 8.30pm: roasts 12–7pm 
l LEGENDS BAR Cabaret: Legends’ 20th
Birthday with Topping & Butch + guests
3.30pm; roasts 12–3pm

l MARINE TAVERN Sunday roasts & Xmas
menu 12-6pm
l QUEEN’S ARMS Cabaret: Alesha as
Whitney Houston & Tina Turner 6pm &
9.30pm
l SUBLINE Guilty Pleasures: DJ
Screwpulous 9pm
l THREE JOLLY BUTCHERS The Jazz
Roast 3pm; Sunday roasts 1-6pm

MONDAY 14
l A-BAR Liam’s Karaoke 8pm
l BAR BROADWAY The Just After Work Big
Showbiz Quiz 6.30pm
l BAR REVENGE Monday MashUp Student
& Industry Night: DJ Lewis Osborne 9pm
l CHARLES STREET Studio 150 10.30pm
l LEGENDS BAR A Big Dollop of Fun with
Davina Sparkle 9.30pm
l MARINE TAVERN Monday Madness
8pm

TUESDAY 15
l A-BAR Liam’s Karaoke 8pm
l BAR 7@CRAWLEY Crewsday: DJ Lewis
Osborne 9pm
l BAR REVENGE Karaoke with Liz 9pm
l MARINE TAVERN Quiz & Curry 7.30pm
l QUEEN’S ARMS TBA 9.30pm

PICS FROM CHARLES STREET, ENVY + DOCTOR BRIGHTONS

CHARLES STREET BAR
) 8 Marine Parade, BN2 1TA, Tel: 01273 624091, www.charles-street.com
) OPEN daily from 12pm. Wed (23), Thur (24), Tue (29) & Wed (30) open
12pm–1am. Closed Xmas Day. Open Boxing Day Sat (26) 5pm–2am; NYE Thur
(31) 12pm–5am; and New Year's Day Fri (1) Jan 5pm–2am.
) FOOD Brand new menu launched this month served Mon–Sat 12–8pm; Sunday
roasts served 12–7pm, £6.95. 

) WORLD AIDS DAY Tue (1) is the WORLD AIDS DAY CHARITY CABARET
FUNDRAISER for THT South with host Drag With No Name and cabaret stars Mrs
Moore, Rose Garden, Kara Van Park, Sally Vate, Lucinda Lashes & many more
from 7.30pm; entry is a £2 suggested donation with all money going to THT South to
be used for health prevention locally. 

) XMAS Thur (24) is the MAD COW XMAS SPECIAL
with hostess Mrs Santa Joan Bond, and all the usual Mad
Cow shenanigans from 9pm with an extra special festive
show from Drag With No Name at 10pm, drinks from £1,
crazy party tunes from DJs Ruby Roo & Leeroy, plus a
sprinkling of extra snow and surprises to see in Xmas Day!

) NEW YEAR Thur (31) is the NEW YEAR'S EVE MASKED BALL, a fab night of
intrigue and mystery, hosted by Joan Bond with giveaways and thumping tunes to
welcome in 2016. Entry is free before 10pm or advance tickets £5, which includes a
masquerade mask and a glass of bubbly at midnight.

) ONE FOR THE DIARY Every Wed is BINGO BALLS UP
with Mrs Moore taking over the reigns from Myra Dubois
at 9pm. Don't miss this trashy night of bingo with cash,
drinks and crap prizes! Mrs Moore says:“Mrs Moore in my
mind is just a camp extension of myself - I often forget that
people don't see it like that! To me Mrs Moore is a child of
the 1970s brought up on light entertainment and throwback

of vaudeville. So pop down every Wednesday, if you're lucky I might buy fresh tights!”

DOCTOR BRIGHTONS
) 16-17 Kings Rd, BN1 1NE, Tel: 01273 208113 www.doctorbrightons.co.uk
) OPEN Mon–Thur 3pm–midnight; Fri & Sat 1pm–2am; Sun 1pm–midnight.
Closed Xmas Day. Boxing Day, Sat (26) 9pm-late; NYE Thur (31) 2pm–4am; New
Year’s Day Fri (1) Jan 1pm–late.
) HAPPY HOURS all day Sun–Thu; 1pm till close Fri; 1–7pm on Sat. Cocktails
BOGOF all day Sun–Fri and till 7pm on Sat. Free pool with every round every day.  

) XMAS Fri (18)–Sun (20) XMAS PARTY WEEKEND drink deals, DJs and festive
décor! Sat (26) is the BOXING DAY PARTY with DJ Tony B from 9pm. Sun (27)
XMAS CRACKER happy camp tunes and 2-4-1 cocktails till close. 
) NEW YEAR Thur (31) NYE BALL: DJ Tony B at 8.30pm, happy hour till 7pm. Fri
(1) Jan NY’s Day happy hour all day, 2-4-1 cocktails 3–9pm. 

) REGULARS Fri (4) is HOUSE RULES, a new monthly
night with DJ Nick Hirst playing classic house from 9.30pm.
DJ Nick says: “I’ll be playing an awesome collection of tracks
to get your weekend started!”

) ONE FOR THE DIARY Look out for DB’S REUNION in
January, which will bring together all the old and the new

customers, bar staff and DJs. Date to be confirmed – keep an eye on posters in the bar!

DECEMBER
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l MARINE TAVERN Jukebox Disco 8pm
l QUEEN’S ARMS Cabaret: Miss Penny
9.30pm
l REVENGE Pop Tartz Madonna Special:
DJs & Madonna tribute act Melissa Totten
10.30pm
l SUBLINE The Big Scrum: sportskit night
10pm
l ZONE Live music: Gabriella Parrish 10pm

SATURDAY 12
l A-BAR Disco 54: Mick Fuller 9pm
l BAR 7@CRAWLEY 7 Sins 11pm
l BAR BROADWAY Jukebox 4pm; Miss
Treated’s Xmas Punch 8.30pm

l BAR REVENGE Sweet Revenge warm-up
9.30pm
l BASEMENT CLUB@LEGENDS Fusion:
DJ Peter Castle 11pm
l BOUTIQUE se-XXY Xmas Party: DJ Klipz
& Santa 10pm
l CHARLES ST The Boys In The Bar: DJs
Lil Alex, Grant Knowles, Leeroy 9pm
l DR BRIGHTONS Sexy Saturday: DJ Tony
B 9.30pm
l GROSVENOR BAR Cabaret: Pooh La
May 9.30pm
l LEGENDS BAR Pre-club DJs 7pm
l MARINE TAVERN Saturday Squeeze
8pm
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7 GEORGE STREET BRIGHTON
01273 696873

http://thequeensarms.wix.com/thequeensarms

CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR CABARET 
CHRISTMAS EVE 24DEC  BAGA CHIPZ

CHRISTMAS DAY 25DEC  MAISIE TROLLETTE
BOXING DAY 26DEC MYRA DUBOIS

NEW YEAR’S EVE 31DEC  KARA VAN PARK

WEDNESDAY 9.30PM

AN AUDIENCE WITH
SALLY VATE

SATURDAY
5DEC TBC 

12DEC LADY DIAMOND
19DEC KARA VAN PARK

CHRISTMAS SPECTACULAR

26DEC MYRA DUBOIS
BOXING DAY SPECIAL

SUNDAY
6DEC  ROSE GARDEN

13DEC  ALESHA
AS WHITNEY & TINA TURNER

20DEC  TOPSIE REDFERN
27DEC  DAVINA SPARKLE

CABARET
9.30PM

DOUBLE CABARET
AT 6PM & 9.30PM

THURSDAYCABARET 9.30PM

3DEC  MISS PENNY
10DEC  DAVINA SPARKLE  
17DEC  BAGA CHIPZ
24DEC  BAGA CHIPZ

XMAS EVE SSPECIAL

31DEC  KARA VAN PARK
NEW YEAR’S EVE SPECIAL

FRIDAYCABARET 9.30PM

4DEC  SANDRA 
11DEC  MISS PENNY  
18DEC  MARTHA D’ARTHUR
25DEC  MAISIE TROLLETTE

CHRISTMAS DAY CABARET
OPEN FROM 7.30PM



l REVENGE £2UESDAY: DJ Trick 11pm
l SANTA LAND Karaoke 7pm

WEDNESDAY 16
l A-BAR Maria Dunn’s Piano Bar 9pm
l BAR 7@CRAWLEY Fresh!: DJ Jazzy
Jane 9pm
l BAR BROADWAY Tabitha & friends 9pm
l BASEMENT CLUB@LEGENDS Ice: DJ
Claire Fuller 11pm
l BRIGHTON SAUNA Naked Day 11am
l CAMELFORD ARMS Seniors’ lunch 2-
3.30pm
l CHARLES STREET Mrs Moore’s Bingo
Balls Up 9pm
l MARINE TAVERN Mince pies & mulled
wine 8pm
l QUEEN’S ARMS An Audience with
Davina Sparkle 9.30pm
l SETTING SUN Piano Bar: Lucy & Simon
Pickering 8.30pm
l SUBLINE Happy Hump Day 9pm

l THREE JOLLY BUTCHERS Open mic
with hosts The Purple Shoes 8.30pm
l ZONE Quiz with Neil, the Rock’s old Quiz
Master 8pm

THURSDAY 17
l A-BAR Pete’s Karaoke 8pm
l BAR 7@CRAWLEY Total Request
Thursdays: DJ FRESH Princess 9pm
l BAR BROADWAY It’s All Fun & Games:
Sally Vate hosts Lipsync Battles Name that
Showtune Bingo 9pm
l BAR REVENGE Throwback Thur 9pm
l CAMELFORD ARMS BBWE £300 Big
Xmas Quiz raising money for Rainbow Fund
9pm
l CHARLES ST Mad Cow Tea Party: Joan
Bond, DJs Lee Jeffery & Ruby Roo 9pm
l MARINE TAVERN Throwback Thur 8pm
l QUEEN’S ARMS Cabaret: Baga Chipz
9.30pm
l REVENGE FOMO: DJs 11pm
l SUBLINE Brace Yourself 9pm
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l THREE JOLLY BUTCHERS Big Cash
Quiz: £150 jackpot 7.30pm

FRIDAY 18
l A-BAR Cabaret 9pm
l BAR 7@CRAWLEY 7 Upstairs 11pm
l BAR BROADWAY Jukebox 4pm; Merry
Dragmas: Sugar Cube, Britney Fierce, Sissy
Sucs & Stephanie Von Clitz 8.30pm
l BAR REVENGE Pop Tartz warm-up 9pm
l BASEMENT CLUB@LEGENDS Glitter:
DJ Steve Lush 11pm
l BOUTIQUE i-Candy: DJ Thierrie & VIP
booth giveaway 10pm

l CAMELFORD ARMS Friday Club 6pm
l CHARLES ST Fruity Friday Fix: DJ
Leeroy 9pm
l DR BRIGHTONS Xmas Party Weekend:
Funky Friday: DJ Nick Hirst 9.30pm
l GROSVENOR BAR Mysterry’s karaoke
9.30pm
l MARINE TAVERN Jukebox Disco 8pm
l PARIS HOUSE DJ Havoxx 9pm
l QUEEN’S ARMS Cabaret: Martha
D’Arthur 9.30pm
l REVENGE Pop Tartz on level 1 10.30pm
l SUBLINE Steam 9pm
l ZONE Live music: Back Beat 10pm

DECEMBER
LISTINGS

GROSVENOR
) 16 Western Street, Hove, BN1 2PG, www.thegrosvenorbar.com
) OPEN daily from noon–late. Xmas Day Fri (25) 12–3pm; New Year's Day Fri
(1) Jan open 1pm till late. 

) XMAS Sat (19) is Krissie DuCann’s pre-CHRISTMAS SHOW from 9.30pm.
Sun (20) is XMAS KARAOKE with Mysterry from 9pm. Thur (24) is Davina
Sparkle’s XMAS EVE CABARET SHOW from 9.30pm. Davina says: “Let's have a
sparkly Christmas Eve at the Grosvenor Bar with me, who’s camper than Christmas!
Join me with naughty talks and filthy fun - it’s not to be missed! Walk into a winter
wonderland and see renditions of my favourite things!” Sat (26) is BOXING DAY
KARAOKE with the fabulous Mysterry from 9.30pm. 

) NEW YEAR Thur (31) is NYE CABARET with Cassidy Connors performing two
shows from 9.30pm, free entry and normal drink prices. The Cassidy Connors Show
is a unique style of female impersonation. Expect sophisticated comedy and a voice
that'll dazzle the toughest critics! 

) ONE FOR THE DIARY Fri is KARAOKE with Mysterry at
9.30pm. SAT CABAREt at 9.30pm: Maisie Trollete (5) and
Pooh La May (12). Pooh La May, the glamorous sex kitten
from Brighton, says: “Expect glamour, fun, flamboyance, a lot
of campness and show tunes performed by me, the voice of
an angel there’s lots of audience participation at the
Grosvenor, which has a fab mix of clientele and I’m really
looking forward to it! Come along and see.”

LEGENDS BAR
) 31-34 Marine Parade, BN2 1TR Tel: 01273 624462, www.legendsbrighton.com
) OPEN daily from 11am–5am
) FOOD Mon–Sat 12–4pm; Sunday lunch served 12–3pm

) XMAS Enjoy a relaxing and intimate Christmas three-course lunch by the sea on
Fri (25) with the lovely Legends team on hand to make sure you have a fantastically
festive day with friends, family or on your own for only £59 per person. There's
limited space, so call 01273624462 to book now! Even the pickiest of eaters will find
something to munch on as you can choose from three delicious starters, three hearty
mains, three indulgent desserts, all topped off with coffee and Christmas crumble! Start
off your feast with either roasted butternut squash and parmesan soup with truffle
oil and black oil focaccia bread; creamy garlic wild mushrooms on toasted
brioche with fried parsnip crisps; or pan-seared scallops in pancetta butter on
herb ciabatta topped with pancetta dusting. 

After finishing up, dive straight into a traditional roast turkey dinner with pigs in
blankets, apricot and cranberry stuffing, seasonal vegetables, Yorkshire
pudding and real stock gravy; or go for the fish option, with the fresh sea bass fillet
on a sweet potato cake with fine beans, roasted beetroot and rich Provencal
sauce. If you're veggie then chow down on the hearty mushroom and Brie
wellington with roasted root vegetables with a spinach cream sauce. 
For dessert indulge yourself with a rich Christmas pudding served with brandy
cream and berries on the vine; or feel the heat with a Christmas spiced panna
cotta served with home-made shortbread and mixed berries. For lovers of all things
savoury, go all out with one of Legends' legendary cheese board with grapes,
celery, apple quince jelly and homemade roasted onion and balsamic chutney. 
Rounding off the three-courses is freshly filtered coffee served with a mini Christmas
crumble – a fitting end to what promises to be a cracking Christmas Day!

) NEW YEAR See in 2016 with a huge NYE PARTY on Thur (31) from 9pm–5am,
entry £5. Expect three great spaces, a fab atmosphere and three superstar DJs!

) ONE FOR THE DIARY Sun (13) is LEGENDS’ 20TH BIRTHDAY with cabaret
from Topping & Butch and guests from 3.30pm. 
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SATURDAY 19
l A-BAR Disco 54: DJ Mick Fuller 9pm
l BAR 7@CRAWLEY 7 Sins 11pm
l BAR BROADWAY Jukebox 4pm; Merry
Dragmas: Sugar Cube, Britney Fierce, Sissy
Sucs & Stephanie Von Clitz 8.30pm
l BAR REVENGE Sweet Revenge warm-up
9.30pm
l BASEMENT CLUB@LEGENDS Fusion:
DJ Peter Castle 11pm
l BOUTIQUE se-XXY Ice & Shot Bar
Special: DJ Klipz 10pm
l CHARLES ST The Boys In The Bar: DJs
Lil Alex, Grant Knowles, Leeroy 9pm
l DR BRIGHTONS Xmas Party Weekend:
DJ Tony B 9.30pm
l GROSVENOR BAR Cabaret: Krissie
DuCann 9.30pm
l LEGENDS BAR Pre-club DJs 7pm
l MARINE TAVERN Saturday Squeeze 8pm
l PARIS HOUSE Live jazz 4pm; TC’s
Joyful Noise: DJ Kenny 9pm
l QUEEN’S ARMS Cabaret: Kara Van Park
9.30pm
l REVENGE Sweet Revenge: DJs Missy B
& Patch on level 1; R-Haus DJs on level 2
10.30pm
l SUBLINE Men’s Room: DJ Screwpulous
10pm
l ZONE Cabaret: Sally Vate 10pm

SUNDAY 20
l A-BAR Karaoke 8pm; roasts 12-8pm
l BAR 7@CRAWLEY Karaoke 8pm
l BAR BROADWAY Fireplace Sessions:
The Local Parrish Xmas Party with Gabriella
Parrish 8.30pm
l BAR REVENGE Sunday Funday: Micklos
hosts giant board games & karaoke 8.30pm
l BASEMENT CLUB@LEGENDS
Pop!Candy: DJ Claire Fuller 11pm
l BRIGHTON SAUNA Naked Day 12pm
l CAMELFORD ARMS Bear Bash, Free
Food & Raffle 5pm; roasts & select menu
12pm–till gone
l CHARLES ST Cabaret: Lizzy Drip
7.30pm; Tranny Rock & Roll Bingo: Sally
Vate 8.30pm; roasts 12–7pm 
l DR BRIGHTONS Xmas Party Weekend
9.30pm
l GROSVENOR BAR Xmas Karaoke:
Mysterry 9pm
l LEGENDS BAR Cabaret: Drag With No
Name 3.30pm; roasts 12–3pm
l MARINE TAVERN Sunday roasts &
Xmas menu 12-6pm
l PARIS HOUSE Carol Sing-Along 5pm
l QUEEN’S ARMS Double cabaret: Topsie
Redfern 6pm & 9.30pm
l SETTING SUN Xmas Carols 6.30pm

LEGENDS BASEMENT CLUB
) 31-34 Marine Parade, BN2 1TR Tel: 01273 624462, www.legendsbrighton.com
) OPEN Wed & Fri–Sun from 11pm. Make the Basement Club one of your go-to
venues this Christmas and New Year!

) XMAS Thur (24) is the XMAS EVE PARTY with
superstar DJs playing all the right tunes to get you in the
festive mood till 3am. Sat (26) is the BIG BOXING DAY
PARTY with an uplifting set to get you working up a sweat
till 5am. Sun (27) is XMAS POP!CANDY with pop tunes
to make everything alright till 4am. Wed (30) is XMAS
ICE with darling DJ Claire Fuller melting away your winter
blues till 3am. 

) NEW YEAR See in 2016 with a huge NYE PARTY presented by Legends Bar,
Legends Club and Legends Terrace on Thur (31) from 9pm–5am, entry £5. Expect
three great spaces, a fabulous atmosphere and three superstar DJs playing all your
favourites to make it a night to remember well into the wee hours of the New Year!
) Fri (1) Jan is the NYE RECOVERY PARTY with DJs encouraging you to start
2016 as you mean to go on till 4am. 
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l SUBLINE Guilty Pleasures: DJ
Screwpulous 9pm
l THREE JOLLY BUTCHERS Jazz Roast
3pm; Sunday roasts 1-6pm

MONDAY 21
l A-BAR Liam’s Karaoke 8pm
l BAR BROADWAY The Just After Work
Big Showbiz Quiz 6.30pm
l BAR REVENGE Mon MashUp Student &
Industry Night: DJ Lewis Osborne 9pm
l CHARLES STREET Studio 150 10.30pm
l LEGENDS BAR A Big Dollop of Fun with
Drag With No Name 9.30pm
l MARINE TAVERN Monday Madness
8pm

TUESDAY 22
l A-BAR Liam’s Karaoke 8pm
l BAR 7@CRAWLEY Crewsday: DJ Lewis
Osborne 9pm
l BAR REVENGE Karaoke with Liz 9pm
l MARINE TAVERN Quiz & Curry 7.30pm
l QUEEN’S ARMS TBA 9.30pm

WEDNESDAY 23
l A-BAR Maria Dunn’s Piano Bar 9pm
l BAR 7@CRAWLEY Fresh!: DJ Jazzy
Jane 9pm
l BAR BROADWAY Tabitha & friends 9pm
l BASEMENT CLUB@LEGENDS Ice: DJ
Claire Fuller 11pm
l BRIGHTON SAUNA Naked Day 11am
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l CAMELFORD ARMS Seniors’ lunch 2-
3.30pm
l CHARLES STREET Mrs Moore’s Bingo
Balls Up 9pm
l MARINE TAVERN Mince pies & mulled
wine 8pm
l QUEEN’S ARMS An Audience with Sally
Vate 9.30pm
l SETTING SUN Xmas Piano Bar: Lucy &
Simon Pickering 8.30pm
l SUBLINE Happy Hump Day 9pm
l ZONE Quizmass with Neil 8pm

THURSDAY 24
l A-BAR Xmas Eve Cabaret 9pm
l BAR 7@CRAWLEY Total Request
Thursdays: DJ FRESH Princess 9pm
l BAR BROADWAY Sally Vate’s Xmas
Party 8.30pm
l BAR REVENGE Xmas Eve Party 9pm

l BASEMENT CLUB@LEGENDS A Big
Gay Xmas Eve Party: DJ Claire Fuller 11pm
l BOUTIQUE Xmas Eve Special 6pm
l CAMELFORD ARMS Xmas Eve 12pm
l CHARLES ST Mad Cow Xmas Special:
Ms Joan Bond, DJs Lee Jeffery & Ruby Roo
9pm; cabaret: Drag With No Name 10pm
l GROSVENOR BAR Xmas Eve Cabaret:
Davina Sparkle 9.30pm
l LEGENDS BAR Big Gay Xmas Eve Party
8pm
l MARINE TAVERN Throwback Thur Xmas
Special 8pm
l PARIS HOUSE Xmas Eve 12pm
l QUEEN’S ARMS Xmas Eve cabaret:
Baga Chipz 9.30pm
l SETTING SUN Xmas Eve with Laura
Nixon 9pm
l SUBLINE Xmas Eve Party 9pm
l THREE JOLLY BUTCHERS Xmas Eve
12pm

DECEMBER
LISTINGS

MARINE TAVERN
) 13 Broad St, BN2 1TJ, Tel: 01273 905578, www.marinetavern.co.uk
) OPEN daily from 12pm–1am. Xmas Eve Thur (24) 12pm–2am; Xmas day Fri
(25), 6pm–2am; Boxing Day Sat (26); NYE Thur (31). .
) FOOD Daily from 12-9pm; Xmas menu and Sunday roasts served 12–6pm;
Tue is Curry Night with curry for £1 served 7.30–8.30pm

) XMAS Every Wed in December is MINCE PIES AND MILLED WINE night from
8pm. ) Thur (24) THROWBACK XMAS PARTY with free shots from 8pm.
) Fri (25) BIG XMAS PARTY with fab décor and festive atmosphere from 6pm. 
) Sat (26) BOXING DAY BASH with a buffet from 8pm. 
) NEW YEAR Thur (31) BIG FINAL PARTY OF THE YEAR from 7pm. Fri (1) Jan
is NEW YEAR’S DAY JUKEBOX DISCO from 8pm. 

) REGULARS Tue is QUIZ & CURRY NIGHT, curry £1 from 7.30–8.30pm and
Quiz from 9pm. ) THROWBACK THURSDAY at 8pm with a free shot with every
drink purchase. ) Fri is JUKEBOX DISCO from 8pm.

QUEENS ARMS
) 7 George St, BN2 1RH, T: 01273 696873, www.thequeensarms.wix.com/thequeensarms
) OPEN 4pm Tue–Fri; 2pm Sat & Sun. Open from 7pm on Xmas Day, Fri (25).

) XMAS Sat (12) Lady Diamond’s XMAS SPECTACULAR
with the glamorous ‘Lady’ herself spreading Christmas cheer
through songs and chatter at 9.30pm. Lady Diamond says: “I
hope that my shows are a pleasure to watch! I sing a wide
range of songs from the 50s to present day and will be
throwing in a good helping of festive favourites! Sometimes my
songs take on a ‘Bawdy’ aspect when I have chosen to sing my

own words to popular tunes! Yes sometimes this could be seen as 'Rude & Crude' but
it's all in good fun! Is it possible to be a virgin in Brighton? Well, for me it's my first time
leaving the sunny streets of Sitges and arriving on the sloping shores of Brighton. So in
my book that means I'm a virgin...and I need to be broken in gently! And what better
place to do it in than the Queens Arms? Mama will be there for some full on 'Christmas
Campery' and hopefully losing my Brighton cherry at the same time. I look forward to
seeing you all there in your Festive Finery!”
) Thur (24) is XMAS EVE CABARET with 'tart with the heart', Baga Chipz at
9.30pm. ) Fri (25) is XMAS DAY CABARET with the legendary Maisie Trollette
bringing happiness, glamour and a raft of filthy jokes to the QA stage at 9.30pm. 
) Sat (26) is BOXING DAY CABARET with 'Rotherham's least celebrated daughter',
Myra Dubois at 9.30pm. 

) NEW YEAR See in 2016 on Thur (31) with the glamour-
puss songstress Kara Van-Park 'dragging' you into 2016 from
9.30pm. Kara says: “Anyone who comes to see my show can
expect a camp night of showtunes, big ballads and standards
as well as high camp and glamour belting out! A great night for
all and a fantastic way to see in 2016!”

PARIS HOUSE
) 21 Western Rd, BN3 1AF, Tel: 01273 724195, www.parishousebrighton.com
) OPEN daily from 12pm. Closed Xmas Day and Boxing Day. Open 3pm on New
Year’s Day, Fri (1) Jan.
) FOOD daily from 12pm–close.

) XMAS Sun (20) is the CHRISTMAS CAROL SING-ALONG from 5PM.
) NEW YEAR THUR (31) is TC’S JOYFUL NOISE NYE SPECIAL with DJ Kenny
from 9pm, free entry. 
) REGULARS Wed (9) is with DJ Meryl spinning reggae/ska/mento/Motown from
9pm. ) Thur (3) is free live music with Fleur de Paris performing chansons from
the 1930s–50s from 8pm. ) Fri (18) is party time with DJ Havoxx spinning r&b,
Motown/soul/funk from 9pm. ) Sat: live jazz at 4pm; then TC'S JOYFUL NOISE
with DJ Kenny at 9pm, free entry.

LA
DY

 D
IA
M
ON

D
KA

RA
 V
AN

 P
AR

K



GSCENE OUT & ABOUT 39

BAR REVENGE
) 5-7 Marine Parade, BN2 1TA, Tel: 01273 606064, www.revenge.co.uk
) OPEN Sun-Wed 12pm-1am, Thur 12pm-2am, Fri & Sat 12pm-6am.
Closed Xmas Day. Open 2pm –7am on NYE, Thur (31).

) CHRISTMAS Thur (24) is the XMAS EVE PARTY from 7.30pm with 2-for-1
drinks 5–9pm. Sat (26) is the BOXING DAY SPECIAL with resident DJs warming
you up for the club and £2.50 drink deals from 9pm. 
) NEW YEAR’S EVE Thur (31) is the free NYE PARTY at Bar Revenge with
resident DJs spining you into 2016 from 9pm–7am. 

) REGULARS MONDAY MASHUP is a brand new night
with the 2-for-1 drink offer extended till close for students
and industry staff and DJ Lewis Osborne playing
pop/r&b/house from 9pm. Buy a drink on Thur, Fri & Sat
to pick up discounted entry passes for Club Revenge. 

DECEMBER
LISTINGS

REVENGE
) 32-34 Old Steine, BN1 1EL, Tel: 01273 606064, www.revenge.co.uk
) OPEN Tue from 11pm, Thur, Fri & Sat from 10.30pm Closed Sun (20)–Fri (25)
and Mon (28)–Wed (30). Open NYE, Thur (31), 9pm–6am.

) WORLD AIDS DAY Tue (1) is BLOW OUT: WORLD AIDS DAY RED PARTY in
partnership with Sussex Uni LGBT and LGBrighTon from 11pm. Students and non-
students welcome, all drinks £2, entry £2 all night. 

) XMAS Sat (26) is the SWEET REVENGE BOXING DAY SPECIAL with DJs
Missy B & Patch spinning festive tracks from 10.30pm.
) NEW YEAR To celebrate the arrival of 2016, Revenge will be transporting you to
Vegas for one night only on Thur (31). Expect the glitz and the glam over two floors
with resident DJs from 9pm. Advance tickets include entry and guaranteed queue
jump. To book: http://bit.ly/NYE2016Revenge 

) ONE FOR THE DIARY Fri (11) is POP TARTZ with the
Madonna tribute act Melissa Totten from 10.30pm. Melissa
is one of Europe's best-known Madonna tribute acts and
performs a large production show with musicians, dancers,
sound and light effects, video backdrops and, like the Queen
of Pop herself, many quick costume changes! Melissa says:
“Take a stroll down Madonna Boulevard and enjoy the sights

and sounds! I like to mix it up, old and new, concert and album versions. Like a Prayer
is probably my favourite Madonna song. It just feels so good!”

PICS FROM BAR REVENGE + CLUB REVENGE
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l ZONE Xmas Extravaganza Sing-Along
Carols with Maisie Trollette 10pm

FRIDAY 25
l A-BAR Xmas Day with karaoke 7pm
l BAR 7@CRAWLEY Xmas 7 Upstairs:
DJ Kirsty 11pm
l BAR BROADWAY Xmas Day 6pm
l BAR REVENGE Closed for Xmas Day
l BASEMENT CLUB@LEGENDS Closed
for Xmas Day
l BOUTIQUE Closed for Xmas Day
l CAMELFORD ARMS Xmas Day 12pm
l CHARLES ST Closed for Xmas Day 
l DR BRIGHTONS Closed for Xmas Day 
l GROSVENOR BAR Xmas Day 12pm
l LEGENDS BAR A Legendary Xmas Day:
3-course Xmas lunch - booking essential
12pm
l MARINE TAVERN Xmas Day Party 6pm
l PARIS HOUSE Closed for Xmas Day
l QUEEN’S ARMS Xmas Day cabaret:
Maisie Trollette 9.30pm
l SETTING SUN Xmas Day lunch 11pm
l SUBLINE Closed for Xmas Day 
l ZONE Xmas Day 10am

SATURDAY 26
l A-BAR Boxing Day 12pm
l BAR 7@CRAWLEY 7 Sins 9pm
l BAR BROADWAY Boxing Day 4pm
l BAR REVENGE Boxing Day Special: DJs
9pm
l BASEMENT CLUB@LEGENDS Boxing
Day Fusion: DJ Peter Castle 11pm

l CAMELFORD ARMS Xmas Afterparty
12pm
l CHARLES ST The Boys In The Bar: DJs
Lil Alex, Grant Knowles, Leeroy 9pm
l DR BRIGHTONS Boxing Day: DJ Tony B
9pm
l GROSVENOR BAR Boxing Day Karaoke
with Mysterry 9.30pm
l LEGENDS BAR Boxing Day Cabaret:
Maisie Trollette 7.30pm
l MARINE TAVERN Boxing Day Bash with
buffet 8pm
l PARIS HOUSE Closed for Boxing Day
l QUEEN’S ARMS Boxing Day cabaret:
Myra Dubois 9.30pm
l REVENGE Sweet Revenge Boxing Day
Special: DJs Missy B & Patch 10.30pm
l SETTING SUN Boxing Day 5pm
l SUBLINE The Hangover Boxing Day Party
10pm
l ZONE Maisie Trollette’s Boxing Day
Leftovers Show 9pm

SUNDAY 27
l A-BAR Karaoke 8pm; roasts 12-8pm
l BAR 7@CRAWLEY Karaoke 8pm
l BAR BROADWAY Fireplace Sessions:
Back from Berlin - Paul Diello 8.30pm
l BAR REVENGE Sunday Funday: Micklos
hosts giant board games & karaoke 8.30pm
l BASEMENT CLUB@LEGENDS Xmas
Pop!Candy: DJ Claire Fuller 11pm
l BRIGHTON SAUNA Naked Day 12pm
l CAMELFORD ARMS Bear Bash, Free
Food & Raffle 5pm; roasts & select menu

12pm–till gone
l CHARLES ST Cabaret: Son of a Tutu
7.30pm; Tranny Rock & Roll Bingo: Sally
Vate 8.30pm; roasts 12–7pm  
l LEGENDS BAR Cabaret: Lucinda Lashes
3.30pm; roasts 12–3pm

l MARINE TAVERN Sunday roasts &
Xmas menu 12-6pm
l QUEEN’S ARMS Double cabaret: Davina
Sparkle 6pm & 9.30pm
l SUBLINE Cum in Your Pants: underwear
party 9pm
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l REVENGE FOMO Bank Holiday Special:
DJs 11pm
l SUBLINE Cum in Your Pants 9pm
l THREE JOLLY BUTCHERS Jazz Roast
3pm; Sunday roasts 1-6pm
l ZONE DJs The Velvet Collars 6pm

MONDAY 28
l A-BAR Liam’s Karaoke 8pm
l BAR BROADWAY The Just After Work
Big Showbiz Quiz 6.30pm
l BAR REVENGE Monday MashUp
Student & Industry Night: DJ Lewis Osborne
9pm
l CHARLES STREET Studio 150
10.30pm
l LEGENDS BAR A Big Dollop of Drag
With No Name 9.30pm
l MARINE TAVERN Monday Madness
8pm

l SANTA LAND Karaoke 7pm

TUESDAY 29
l A-BAR Liam’s Karaoke 8pm
l BAR 7@CRAWLEY Crewsday: DJ Lewis
Osborne 9pm
l BAR REVENGE Karaoke with Liz 9pm
l MARINE TAVERN Quiz & Curry 7.30pm
l QUEEN’S ARMS TBA 9.30pm

WEDNESDAY 30
l A-BAR Maria Dunn’s Piano Bar 9pm
l BAR 7@CRAWLEY Fresh!: DJ Jazzy
Jane 9pm
l BAR BROADWAY Tabitha & friends 9pm
l BASEMENT CLUB@LEGENDS Ice: DJ
Claire Fuller 11pm
l BRIGHTON SAUNA Naked Day 11am
l CAMELFORD ARMS Seniors’ lunch 2-
3.30pm

l CHARLES STREET Mrs Moore’s Bingo
Balls Up 9pm
l MARINE TAVERN Jukebox Disco 8pm
l QUEEN’S ARMS An Audience with Sally
Vate 9.30pm
l SUBLINE Fag Machine: alt night 9pm
l ZONE Quiz with Neil, the Rock’s old Quiz
Master 8pm

THURSDAY 31
l A-BAR Disco 54 NYE Special: DJ Mick
Fuller 9pm
l BAR 7@CRAWLEY Disco Bomb: DJ
Claire Fuller 9pm
l BAR BROADWAY NYE Scottish
Hogmanay Party: Wet & Wild, guests & a

piper 8pm
l BAR REVENGE NYE Party: DJs 9pm
l BASEMENT CLUB@LEGENDS NYE
Countdown 2016: DJs Peter Castle, Ben
Castle & Claire Fuller over 2 floors 9pm
l BOUTIQUE NYE Circus Special: clowns,
dancers, ring-masters & more 9pm
l CAMELFORD ARMS NYE Party 8pm
l CHARLES ST NYE Masked Ball: Ms
Joan Bond, giveaways & DJs 9pm
l DR BRIGHTONS NYE Ball: DJ Tony B
8.30pm
l GROSVENOR BAR NYE cabaret:
Cassidy Connors, two shows 9.30pm
l LEGENDS BAR NYE Countdown 2016:
DJs Peter Castle, Ben Castle & Claire Fuller
over 2 floors 8pm

DECEMBER
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SETTING SUN
) 1 Windmill Street, Brighton, BN2 0GN, Tel: 01273 626192
www.settingsunbrighton.com
) OPEN Mon–Thur 4–11pm, Fri & Sat 12pm–12am, Sun 12pm–10.30pm.
Xmas Eve, Thur (24), 12pm–12am; Xmas Day, Fri (25), 11am–1pm & 5–7pm;
Boxing Day, Sat (26), 2–10pm; NYE, Thur (31), till 3am.
) FOOD Mon–Sat till 9pm, Sunday roasts till they run out (usually 7pm). 

) XMAS & NEW YEAR Laura Nixon, woman of many faces, performs her
exclusive ‘All Icon Show’ with a sprinkling of festive cheer on Xmas Eve, Thur (24),
and New Year’s Eve, Thur (31), both at 9pm. Laura is one of the UK’s best Marilyn
Monroe tribute acts and she’s also known for her portrayals of Amy Winehouse, Doris
Day, Dusty Springfield, Carmen Miranda and Cilla Black. At her shows you can
expect lots of drinking, great songs, up-front humour and amazing costumes! 

Laura says: “I pretend to be dead people for a living! I
perform all over the world but nothing makes me happier
than performing in Brighton. I’ve always been a natural
performer and love being on stage, making people laugh. It’s
my life and I love every minute.
I also love Christmas! It’s the only time of year we heat up

wine and put stuff in it. It’s also a time for eating until we feel
like we are going to pass out. Both of which can be expected

at the Setting Sun shows - the food is great! Marilyn will be singing Santa Baby and
Amy Winehouse will be doing ‘White Christmas’ - up the nose! Just kidding!
“The Setting Sun is fabulous, top notch wine and the owners are complete
sweethearts and look after their customers really well. I love performing there and
always have a blast. If you haven’t been already it’s definitely worth a visit, you’ll be a
regular before you know it. It’s a perfect place to celebrate over the festive period -
with Marilyn, good food, a glass of good wine and entertainment, what more do you
need?”

SUBLINE
) 129 St James' St, BN2 1TH, Tel: 01273 624100, www.sublinebrighton.co.uk
) OPEN Wed–Sun from 9pm. Xmas Eve, Thur (24), 9pm–2am; Boxing Day, Sat
(26), 10pm–3am; Sun (27) 9pm–2am; Wed (30) 9pm–1.30am; and NYE, Thur
(31), 10pm–4am (priority to ticketholders). Closed Xmas Day, Mon (28) and Tue (29).

) ONE FOR THE DIARY Steven Lee, Subline’s club
manager, tells us what to expect in December, “By the time
this hits the streets, Subline will have celebrated its Fifth
Birthday and be looking forward to a hectic Christmas season. 
“Sometimes we're a bit of a square peg amongst the round
holes of the Brighton scene, but we've no shame in offering
something a bit divergent! Those who know the bar will
recognise it has more to it than meets the eye, and provides a

non-judgmental sanctuary and a friendly community within the wider scene. We're always
looking for things to entice and excite, and December sees the launch of a new
alternative night 'Club Silencio' on Wed (2), and the first Wednesday each month
thereafter. Open to all, it's a funfair of vaudeville and the avant-garde.”

) NEW YEAR New Year's Eve on Thur (31) will likely be the biggest event this
month, with tickets available from £5 now; and in the 2016, we'll have plenty more to
tempt you through our doors!

THREE JOLLY BUTCHERS
) 59 North Rd, Brighton, BN1 1YD, Tel: 01273 608571,
www.3jollybutchers.com
) OPEN Mon–Sat from 12pm, Sun from 1pm. Closes at 7.30pm on Xmas
Eve, Thur (24). Closed Xmas Day, Boxing Day and New Year’s Day. Private
function room available.
) FOOD Mon–Fri 12–9pm; Sat 12–8pm; Sunday roasts 1–6pm. Served till
6pm on Xmas Eve, Thur (24) and on New Year’s Eve, Thur (31).
) REGULARS Wed (2 & 16) OPEN MIC with The Purple Shoes at 8.30pm.
Thur LET'S GET QUIZZY, £150 cash prize at 7.30pm. Sun JAZZ ROAST at
3pm, free entry.
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ZONE BAR
) 33 St James’ St, BN2 1RF, Tel: 01273 682249, www.zonebar.co.uk
) OPEN daily from 10am. Open Christmas Eve, Thur (24), 10–2am;
Christmas Day, Fri (25), 10am–2pm; Boxing Day, Sat (26), 10–2am. 

) XMAS Wed (23) is a great way to kick-start your
Christmas with Neil hosting QIZZMAS, a special festive
quiz with prizes galore, from 8pm. SING ALONG to your
favourite carols on Thur (24) with the ever-glamorous
Maisie Trollette adding that festive sparkle and helping
you hit the high notes from 10pm. Sat (26) is with Maisie
Trollette ‘dragging’ Christmas out that little bit longer with
her BOXING DAY LEFTOVERS SHOW from 9pm. 

) NEW YEAR Thur (31) is the BIG NEW YEAR’S EVE PARTY with Sally Vate
from 10pm.
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l MARINE TAVERN NYE Party 7pm
l PARIS HOUSE TC’s Joyful Noise NYE
Special 9pm
l QUEEN’S ARMS NYE cabaret: Kara Van
Park 9.30pm
l REVENGE NYE Las Vegas-themed Party:
resident DJs over 2 floors 11pm
l SETTING SUN NYE with Laura Nixon
9pm
l SUBLINE NYE Party 9pm
l THREE JOLLY BUTCHERS NYE
7.30pm
l ZONE NYE with Sally Vate 10pm

FRIDAY 1 JAN
l A-BAR New Year’s Day Recovery 12pm

l BAR BROADWAY New Year’s Day 6pm
l BASEMENT CLUB@LEGENDS New
Year’s Recovery Party: DJ Claire 11pm
l BOUTIQUE New Year’s Day Hangover
6pm
l CAMELFORD ARMS New Year’s Day
Hangover Party 12pm
l CHARLES ST New Year’s Day Fruity
Friday Fix: DJ Leeroy 9pm
l DR BRIGHTONS New Year’s Day 1pm
l LEGENDS BAR New Year’s Day cabaret:
Miss Jason 3.15pm
l MARINE TAVERN New Year’s Day
Jukebox Disco 8pm
l PARIS HOUSE New Year’s Day chill
3pm
l ZONE New Year’s Day 12pm

PICS FROM ZONE
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l LONDON HOTEL The London Podium:
Lucinda Lashes & Davina Sparkle 8pm; roasts
12-3pm

MONDAY 21
PORTSMOUTH
l HAMPSHIRE BLVD DJ till 2am
SOUTHAMPTON
l EDGE DJs 11pm

TUESDAY 22
PORTSMOUTH
l OLD VIC Quiz 8pm
SOUTHAMPTON
l EDGE video jukebox 11pm
l LONDON HOTEL DJ Claire 8pm

WEDNESDAY 23
SOUTHAMPTON
l EDGE Bar 150: DJs & karaoke 10pm
l LONDON HOTEL DJ Dazza 8pm

THURSDAY 24
PORTSMOUTH
l HAMPSHIRE BLVD karaoke till 2am
l OLD VIC karaoke 8pm
SOUTHAMPTON
l EDGE Pop!: DJ 11pm
l LONDON HOTEL Xmas Welcome with
Martha D’Arthur 8pm

FRIDAY 25
PORTSMOUTH
l HAMPSHIRE BLVD DJ till 3am
SOUTHAMPTON
l EDGE Get Some: DJs 10pm
l LONDON HOTEL Closed for Xmas Day

SATURDAY 26
PORTSMOUTH
l HAMPSHIRE BLVD DJ till 3am
l OLD VIC DJs all night
SOUTHAMPTON
l EDGE The Big One: DJs 10pm

l LONDON HOTEL Boxing Day Party: DJ
Lucinda Lashes & cabaret from Drag With No
Name 9.30pm

SUNDAY 27
PORTSMOUTH
l HAMPSHIRE BLVD karaoke till 2am
SOUTHAMPTON
l EDGE Pounded: DJ 11pm
l LONDON HOTEL Closed 

MONDAY 28
PORTSMOUTH
l HAMPSHIRE BLVD DJ till 2am
SOUTHAMPTON
l EDGE DJs 11pm

TUESDAY 29
PORTSMOUTH
l OLD VIC Quiz 8pm
SOUTHAMPTON
l EDGE video jukebox 11pm

WEDNESDAY 30
SOUTHAMPTON
l EDGE Bar 150: DJs & karaoke 10pm

THURSDAY 31
PORTSMOUTH
l HAMPSHIRE BLVD karaoke till 2am
l OLD VIC karaoke 8pm
SOUTHAMPTON
l EDGE Pop!: DJ 11pm
l LONDON HOTEL ‘Carry On London’ NYE
Party with DJ Neil Sackley & performer Jacqui
Cann 7.30pm-3am

FRIDAY 1 JAN
PORTSMOUTH
l HAMPSHIRE BLVD DJ till 3am
SOUTHAMPTON
l EDGE Get Some: DJs 10pm
l LONDON HOTEL Closed

PORTSMOUTH
l HAMPSHIRE BOULEVARD 
1 Hampshire Terrace, Southsea 
TEL: 2392 297509
l OLD VIC 104 St Paul’s Rd, Southsea
TEL: 02392 297013, www.oldvicportsmouth.co.uk
l TROPICS SAUNA 2 Market Way, PO1 4BX
TEL: 02380 296100, www.tropics-sauna.com

SOUTHAMPTON
l ISOBAR 100c St Mary’s St
TEL: 02380 222028
l LONDON HOTEL 2 Terminus Terr, SO14 3DT
TEL: 02380 710652, www.the-london.co.uk
OPEN: Mon-Wed 12-11pm, Thur 12-12.30am,
Fri & Sat 12-1.30am, Sun 12-11.30pm
XMAS: Closed Fri (25) & Sun 27. Open 5pm on
Boxing Day, Sat (26). NYE: Open till 3am on Fri
(31) for NYE, closed Fri (1) Jan for NY’s Day.   
FOOD: Mon-Sat 12-3pm; Sun roasts 12-3pm
DRINK PROMOS: Mon-Wed all day 
l TITANIC Simnel St, SO14 2BE
TEL: 023 8021 1879, www.thetitanicpub.co.uk 
l EDGE Compton Walk, SO14 0BH
TEL: 02380 366163, www.theedgesouthampton.com
l PINK BROADWAY SAUNA 797/80 East St
TEL: 02380 238804, www.pink-broadway.com

TUESDAY 1
PORTSMOUTH
l OLD VIC Quiz 8pm
SOUTHAMPTON
l EDGE video jukebox 11pm
l LONDON HOTEL World AIDS Day 12pm

WEDNESDAY 2
SOUTHAMPTON
l EDGE Bar 150: DJs & karaoke 10pm

THURSDAY 3
PORTSMOUTH
l HAMPSHIRE BLVD karaoke till 2am
l OLD VIC karaoke 8pm
SOUTHAMPTON
l EDGE Pop!: DJ 11pm
l LONDON HOTEL Party: DJ Claire Fuller
8pm; live music: James Sayers 9.30pm

FRIDAY 4
PORTSMOUTH
l HAMPSHIRE BLVD DJ till 3am
SOUTHAMPTON
l EDGE Get Some: DJs 10pm
l LONDON HOTEL Fairylea: DJ Ruby Roo
9pm; cabaret: Sally Vate 10pm

SATURDAY 5
PORTSMOUTH
l HAMPSHIRE BLVD DJ till 3am
l OLD VIC DJs all night
SOUTHAMPTON
l EDGE The Big One: DJs 10pm
l LONDON HOTEL Guilty Pleasures: DJ Neil
Sackley 9pm; Sam Solace 10pm

SUNDAY 6
PORTSMOUTH
l HAMPSHIRE BLVD karaoke till 2am
SOUTHAMPTON
l EDGE Pounded: DJ 11pm
l LONDON HOTEL The London Podium: Kara
Van Park & Miss Penny 8pm; roasts 12-3pm

MONDAY 7
PORTSMOUTH
l HAMPSHIRE BLVD DJ till 2am
SOUTHAMPTON
l EDGE Pop!: DJ 11pm

TUESDAY 8
PORTSMOUTH
l OLD VIC Quiz 8pm
SOUTHAMPTON
l EDGE video jukebox 11pm

WEDNESDAY 9
SOUTHAMPTON
l EDGE Bar 150: DJs & karaoke 10pm

THURSDAY 10
PORTSMOUTH
l HAMPSHIRE BLVD karaoke till 2am
l OLD VIC karaoke 8pm
SOUTHAMPTON
l EDGE Pop!: DJ 11pm
l LONDON HOTEL Party with soul band
Strumpet Town 8pm

FRIDAY 11
PORTSMOUTH
l HAMPSHIRE BLVD DJ till 3am
SOUTHAMPTON
l EDGE Get Some: DJs 10pm
l LONDON HOTEL Fairylea: DJ Ruby Roo
9pm; cabaret: Rose Garden 10pm

SATURDAY 12
PORTSMOUTH
l HAMPSHIRE BLVD DJ till 3am
l OLD VIC DJs all night
SOUTHAMPTON
l EDGE The Big One: DJs 10pm
l LONDON HOTEL Guilty Pleasures: DJ Tiny
9pm

SUNDAY 13
PORTSMOUTH
l HAMPSHIRE BLVD karaoke till 2am
SOUTHAMPTON
l EDGE Pounded: DJ 11pm
l LONDON HOTEL The London Podium: Tanya
Hyde & Nan 8pm; roasts 12-3pm

MONDAY 14
PORTSMOUTH
l HAMPSHIRE BLVD DJ till 2am
SOUTHAMPTON
l EDGE Pop!: DJ 11pm

TUESDAY 15
PORTSMOUTH
l OLD VIC Quiz 8pm
SOUTHAMPTON
l EDGE video jukebox 11pm
l LONDON HOTEL LAGLO Xmas Party: Tanya
Hyde, Kara Van Park & Mrs Moore 7pm

WEDNESDAY 16
SOUTHAMPTON
l EDGE Bar 150: DJs & karaoke 10pm

THURSDAY 17
PORTSMOUTH
l HAMPSHIRE BLVD karaoke till 2am
l OLD VIC karaoke 8pm
SOUTHAMPTON
l EDGE Pop!: DJ 11pm
l LONDON HOTEL Xmas Party: DJ Claire
Fuller 8pm; live music: James Sayers 9.30pm

FRIDAY 18
PORTSMOUTH
l HAMPSHIRE BLVD DJ till 3am
SOUTHAMPTON
l EDGE Get Some: DJs 10pm
l LONDON HOTEL Fairylea: DJ Ruby Roo
9pm; cabaret: Mrs Moore 10pm

SATURDAY 19
PORTSMOUTH
l HAMPSHIRE BLVD DJ till 3am
l OLD VIC DJs all night
SOUTHAMPTON
l EDGE The Big One: DJs 10pm
l LONDON HOTEL Guilty Pleasures: DJ
Lucinda Lashes 9pm

SUNDAY 20
PORTSMOUTH
l HAMPSHIRE BLVD karaoke till 2am
SOUTHAMPTON
l EDGE Pounded: DJ 11pm

PICS FROM LONDON HOTEL SOUTHAMPTON

LONDON HOTEL SOUTHAMPTON
) 2 Terminus Terr, SO14 3DT, Tel: 02380 710652, www.the-london.co.uk
) OPEN daily from 12pm. ) FOOD Mon–Sat 12–3pm; Sunday lunch 12–3pm. 

) WORLD AIDS DAY Tue (1) Dec chilled atmosphere ideal to meet friends from 12pm.    

) XMAS Tue (15) LAGLO Xmas Party with Tanya Hyde, Kara Van Park & Mrs
Moore at 7pm; ticketed event, contact the venue for info! ) Tue (22) Xmas party with
DJ Claire at 8pm. )Wed (23) Xmas Party with DJ Dazza at 8pm. ) Thur (24)
Martha D’Arthur welcomes in Xmas from 7pm. )Sat (26) Big Boxing Day Party
with DJ host Lucinda Lashes from 5pm and Drag With No Name at 9.30pm.
) NEW YEAR Thur (31) NYE Party with CARRY ON LONDON theme features DJ Neil
Sackley and performance from Jacquii Cann; doors 7.30pm (last orders 3am), £10
tickets available from Wed (2).
) REGULARS Thur is PARTY TIME at 8pm: DJ Claire and James Sayers at 9.30pm
(3 & 17) and soul band Strumpet Town (10). ) Fri: Fairylea with DJ Ruby Roo, high
camp/pure cheese at 9pm; CABARET at 10pm: Sally Vate (4), Rose Garden (11) and
Mrs Moore (18). )Sat: GUILTY PLEASURES with DJs from 9pm and performers at
10pm: DJ Neil Sackley & Sam Solace (5), DJ Tiny (12) and DJ Lucinda Lashes
(19). )SUNDAY NIGHT ON THE LONDON PODIUM features a different host every
week from 8pm and guest cabaret at 9pm: Kara Van Park joined by Miss Penny (6),
Tanya Hyde joined by Nan (13) and Lucinda Lashes joined by Davina Sparkle (20).
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'Tis the season to be jolly. ‘Tis the season to look back at an amazing
year, marvel at the achievements our communities have made together,
congratulate Pride and its many, many fundraisers and supporters, and
yes, shout from the rooftops about the gorgeous music we’ve all had a
wiggle to in 2015. Blimey what a wiggle! Have a merry and downright
marvellous Christmas and a very fruitful New Year. 

WILDBLOOD & QUEENIE’S WONDERS OF 2015

) BUTCH Dope Play It Say It
Quite simply the finest groove of the year laden with joy and disco.  
) AKASE Rust !K7
Nothing came close to the beauty of this all year. A must-hear.
) MAZE & MASTERS Joan Rivers (Original Mix) Vicious Black
The ladies do us proud with a slice of diva action we love.
) LA FLEUR Make A Move EP Watergate Records
A slice of Berlin deep-tech action that kept us wiggling till dawn. 
) JAMMHOT Look To The Skies RFBCOLOURS
Jamie Trench action from the brilliant must buy Olive EP.
) HOT CHIP Love Is The Future Domino Recording
Taken from our album of the year Why Make Sense? This is too hot. 
) RONNIE SPITERI Can't Stop This Kenja Records
Sample heaven as Ronnie ensures we keep going all night.
) SHAUN J. WRIGHT Nowhere To Hide (Hot Like 77 Remix) Twirl
Classy electronica that had us falling for Alinka all over again.
) PROK & FITCH Tears (Original Mix) Suara
Local heroes deliver an international anthem. Standard. 
) SYLVAN ESSO H.S.K.T (Hercules & Love Affair mix) City Slang
If this doesn’t get your hands in the air nothing will. 
) MAXXI SOUNDSYSTEM Medicine Culprit
Quality tunes that ensure we took our medicine with pleasure.

) BICEP & HAMMER Dahlia Feel My Bicep
A corker we can’t wait to taste for real at Patterns this NYE. 
) JAYMO & Andy George x Sidney Charles Hip Shots Moda Black
Bass bins were invented for tunes like this. Massive. 
) HNNY Solsidan Let’s Play House
Sweet grooves that had us seduced from first play.
) FLASH ATKINS Levenshulme Orphanage For Boys Paper Recordings
Acid anyone? 
) DOORLY It's Got Me (Original Mix) Cajual Records
Deep, addictive and sexy groove that’s got me. And her. And us. 
) WAZE & ODYSSEY Ways Of The Underground W&O
Double delight as W&O come good with the perfect 4am soundtrack.
) SEVERINO AND FABER Make Me (Original) Fetch
Four words: Seve we love you. 
) THE GOLDEN BOY The Promise (Walker & Royce Remix) Eton Messy
Deeply delectable delight it’s easy to declare love for. 
) PURPLE DISCO MACHINE Where We Belong (Original Mix) Kittball
No year is complete without disco balls. Thank you PDM for delivering. 

Catch Wildblood & Queenie’s Home Service on Radio Reverb 97.2FM,
DAB and radioreverb.com on Sunday, December 13 and online at
mixcloud.com/wildbloodandqueenie or perfectdistractions.com
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DJ PROFILE: CLAIRE FULLER
‘Tis the season to be jolly, what with all that holly and ivy all around the
place, and what better way to light up your festivities than by wiggling
around with Brighton’s favourite DJ? This yuletide, Queenie catches up
with the lovely lady and hears about her December viewing, finds out
where she’ll be spinning her tunes and hopes that she’ll be showered
with cuddles come NYE…  

Where do you DJ? Every Wednesday you’ll find me at ICE @ Legends
Club, Brighton; two Thursdays a month I’m at DISCO BOMB @ Bar 7,
Crawley; on Fridays I’m at POP-TARTZ @ Club Revenge, Brighton; and on
Sundays at POP CANDY @ Legends Club, Brighton. Every night is a party,
with added festive sparkle throughout December :)

Will you be slipping the odd festive fave into your sets? Of course, I
already started playing Mariah in October…

Favourite Xmas tune ever? Has to be Shakin’ Stevens’ Merry Christmas
Everyone, it just makes me smile every time I hear it!

Ultimate Xmas or NYE dream gig? Anywhere I could have all my friends
and family with me. After spending most NYEs behind my decks in a
room full of strangers it can get a bit lonely especially at midnight.

Standout tune you’ll definitely be playing this Xmas? It has to be
Mariah Carey’s All I Want For Christmas :)

Guilty Xmas pleasure? A drop of Bailey’s and mince pies!

Best ever Xmas gig? I played a wedding years ago on NYE and the
atmosphere was electric! Marital joy plus the New Year was a double
whammy and the crowd danced all night long.

New Year’s resolutions? Same as every year… exercise and diet (until
2nd Jan at least!)

Tell us a festive secret? I will probably watch the Christmas Film
Channel for most of December. 

CLAIRE FULLER CURRENT TOP FIVE
) ADELE Hello (Alex Ross remix) White
) DRAKE Hotline Bling (David Noakes remix) Cash Money/Republic
) KDA ft Tinie Tempah & Katy B Turn The Music Louder MOS
) PHILIP GEORGE & Anton Powers Alone No More Northwestside
) NICK BREWER ft Bibi Bourelly Talk To Me Island

DANCE MUSIC
BY QUEEN JOSEPHINE & KATE WILDBLOOD
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GAMES

) One of my favourite gaming
series’ of all time would have to
be Battlefront. It’s by far my
favourite ever Star Wars game even beating the classic Dark Forces /
Jedi Knight series and X-Wing v TIE Fighter. Many an evening I’ve spent
blasting away Imperial scum from the ground or the air and taking
vengeance on the regime that has plagued the galaxy and brought it to
its knees. It helped that my best friend would always be the Empire to
counter my Rebel Alliance tendencies and watching Luke Skywalker
battle Darth Vader as you blast one another around them is up there as
one of the most tense moments I have had whilst holding a controller.
After many years and a few cancelled projects Star Wars Battlefront
has finally got a new instalment, praise the Gods!

Released last month and developed by EA DICE, the creators of the
immensely popular Battlefield series, this latest instalment of the
popular franchise is a complete reboot and overhaul instead of being a
sequel to previous games. In saying that, it does take many cues from
the last few titles and continues on the general Battlefront traditions.
Players take control of one of two opposing factions depending on the
time frame and planet of battle. For instance a battle on Hoth would
mean that the two factions of choice would be Empire and Rebel
Alliance from the original trilogy whereas a battle on Jakku would mean
the factions to choose from would be Resistance and The First Order
from the new film The Force Awakens.

Players can play the game from either a first-person or third-person
view and the object of the match is to either defeat all combatants on
the opposing team or capture and keep hold of the opposing player’s
command points. In taking over the command points you negate the
opposing player’s ability to respawn new units, effectively cutting off
their reinforcements. Players can navigate the battlefield on foot or use
various land or air-based vehicles to destroy their enemies and
weapons, gear, characters and abilities are completely customisable.
Every so often a hero unit will be dropped into play for the player to
control. These characters are iconic characters from the film and help to
enhance your team’s fire-power. If you are a Rebel, you get to control
Luke Skywalker whereas the Imperials will be able to use the might of

Darth Vader himself. Again these are exclusive to certain planets so
sometimes instead of Vader, the Empire will be able to control Boba Fett
instead. The game supports up to 40 online players per match over 12
distinct battlefields and whilst the game has an offline cooperative
mode it sadly is lacking a true single player campaign. All in all the new
Battlefront is a worthy successor to the crown and combines all the best
bits of the previous games to make one hell of an experience.

COMICS
) This year or more specifically this month is a massive one for Star
Wars fans. After many teases and what ifs we are finally getting to see

Episode 7 and what happened to the heroes of
the original trilogy after the Empire was
brought to its knees at the end of Return of the
Jedi. Since Disney bought out Lucasfilm and all
its properties back in 2012 things have been
tweaked and changed. Everything that used to
be classed as the expanded universe or the EU,
and the stories of what happened in the years
before and after the film series, has been
classed as Legends or what ifs and since 2014 a
new canon has started to be created.

In memory of the original EU, I thought I’d share some of my favourite
Star Wars comic books, which I think everyone should experience,
starting with the fantastic Knights of the Old Republic. Set almost
4,000 years before the Star Wars films, Knights of the Old Republic or
KOTOR follows the story of Zayne Carrick, a young Padawan (Jedi in

training) who is tasked with
capturing a notorious
smuggler, Gryph, which will
allow him to be promoted to
Jedi Knight at the next
graduation ceremony. After
numerous hurdles along the
way, Zayne manages to
capture Gryph, but is late to
the graduation ceremony.
Upon arriving back at the
academy, Zayne is horrified

to find the Jedi Masters standing over the slain corpses of his fellow
Padawans. This begins a 50-issue cat and mouse series with the Jedi
Masters trying to track down Zayne and stop him from discovering the
truth about why they murdered his friends. The series is fantastically
written and beautifully drawn with so many twists and turns that leave
you dying to keep reading just to see what direction the story will
follow next.  

If KOTOR is too far away from the
main Star Wars story then Dark
Empire might be the comic for you.
This new trilogy follows the
adventures of Luke, Leia and Han
after the events of Return of the
Jedi as they strive to defeat the
remnants of the Empire that was
left after the death of the Emperor.
Little do they know that Palpatine
has returned in a slowly dying
clone body and desires to reclaim
his Empire as well as converting
Luke Skywalker to the Dark Side of
the Force. Also, Leia must protect
her unborn child from Palpatine as
he tries to possess her son who will
grow up to be extremely powerful

in the Force. Dark Empire’s strengths come from the familiarity of the
characters as well as being a continuation of the story of the original
trilogy. Seeing Luke try to succeed where his father failed is a truly
gripping story and the art is moody and enticing with some stunning
battle scenes.

) Notable mentions; Tales of the Jedi, Star Wars: Empire, Jedi vs
Sith, Star Wars Tales.

GEEK SCENE
COMICS & GAMES BY CRAIG STORRIE



ACTUALLY GAY 
MEN’S CHORUS
St Andrews Church, Waterloo St,
Hove, www.actuallygmc.org
) RING OUT THE BELLS (7.30pm,
Wed 23) Presenting the show for
the first time is glittering cabaret
star Kara Van Park and guest
soprano Sophie Causbrook. An
evening full of festive fun and with
a musical repertoire guaranteed to
unleash the Christmas spirit, this is
where the magic begins. Tickets
£12/£10: www.actuallygmc.org

BAR BROADWAY
Upstairs@The Gods, 10 Steine St,
Brighton 
) BEYOND THE FOOTLIGHTS (Thu
3). Mrs Moore, Tanya Hyde and
Kara Van Park take us on a funny,
emotional autobiographical musical
journey of their life in drag, £10.
) IT IS WHAT IT IS (Thu 10).
Comedy sketch and stand-up from
Brighton’s best comedians, free.
) MERRY DRAGMAS (Thu 17 & Fri
18). Glamorous Christmas show
based on a classic starring Sugar
Cube, Britney Fierce, Sissy Sucs &
Stephanie Von Clitz, £10.

CAMP (AS CHRISTMAS)
The Spire, St Mark’s Chapel,
Eastern Rd, Brighton, BN2 5JN,
www.brownpapertickets.com/eve
nt/2267045
) CAMP (AS CHRISTMAS) (8pm,
Sat 5). Award-winning artist and
Peter Kay lookalike Scottee has
rounded up some of the UK’s most
mediocre talent for a night almost
worth the ticket price. A mixed bill
of camp clichés, limp wrists and
naff catch phrases starring Jess
Love, Jayde Adams, Dickie Beau
and Ginger Johnson plus in house
dance troupe Japan’s People!
Suitable for mums, the gays and
snowball drinkers. £15/£10 concs.

ANEESA CHAUDHRY 
Latest Music Bar, Manchester St,
Brighton
) ANEESA CHAUDHRY presents an
evening of quality entertainment
(8pm, Tue 15) with Mojca Monte
(piano), Andres Ticino
(percussion), Charlotte Glasson
(woodwind and strings) and special
guest Jan Allain. “Her voice is
extraordinary in so many senses.
Weapon Quality!” Andrew Kay,
Latest TV. Tickets £15:
aneesachaudhrypresents.bpt.me/

EMPORIUM 
88 London Rd, Brighton
thelittleboxoffice.com/emporium
) ALADDIN (Dec 2–Jan 9). An
exotic cavalcade of dance, laughs,
thrills, romance - and the
occasional song. Torn lightly from
the pages of the 1001 Nights, this
will be the brightest, bounciest,
bazaar-est  tale ever told,
guaranteed to tease and transport
anyone who ever believed in magic.

) ARABIAN NIGHTS (Dec 6, Dec
13, Jan 3). These tales of wonder
have enchanted children and adults
for centuries. The ancient art of
story–telling brought cheekily up
to date with a high-energy
performance by an ensemble of
exceptionally talented teenage
performers, directed by award-
winning Tanushka Marah.
) THE CHRISTMAS SISTERS: AN
OPERA FOR CHILDREN (Sun 20).
Two sisters, Bobetta and Noke, live
in a box. They’ve heard of
Christmas, Halloween, Diwali and
every festival in between and they
want to celebrate and have fun,
but which one is best? Join them
as they try to find out with songs,
puppets, comedy and slapstick jest!

HAVE A WORD
Latest Music Bar, Manchester St,
Brighton, www.wegottickets.com/
event/333521
) HAVE A WORD (Thu 17). An
evening of non-festive but fabulous
cabaret from Joe Black, readings
and memoirs from the legendary
Molly Parkin, special performance
by Alfie Ordinary, ghostly tales
from local writer Glenn Stevens
and music by Josh The Barber.
Supporting the Sussex Beacon.

HOUNDS OF LOVE
The Old Market, Upper Market St,
Hove, Box office: 01273 201801
) KATE BUSH’S HOUNDS OF LOVE
(Thu 17). Lisa Abbott fronts a 10-
piece band performing Kate Bush’s
magnum opus Hounds of Love in
its entirety, and some other choice
Kate faves too. 

HOVE FOR THE HOLIDAYS
St Andrew’s Church, Waterloo
Street, Hove BN3 1AQ
) RESOUND & REBELLES HOVE
FOR THE HOLIDAYS (7.30pm, Sat
12). Resound male voices and
women’s jazz choir Rebelles
present a unique evening of music
from Swedish folk and American
bee bop to classical works by Karl
Jenkins and Eric Whittacre, led by
opera singer and vocal coach
Stefan Holmström. Special guests
include jazz pianist and songwriter
Charlotte Brennan and UK Speaker
of the Year 2015, Steve Bustin.
Tickets £12/£10 online or from
choir members. Homemade mulled
wine available during the interval.

KOMEDIA
88 London Rd, Brighton
thelittleboxoffice.com/emporium
) BENT DOUBLE (Sun 6). A gay-
friendly, irreverent night of fun and
frolics hosted by Zoe Lyons (Mock
The Week and Michael McIntyre’s
Comedy Roadshow). Guest compere
Jen Brister with Andrew O’Neill,
Jayde Adams & Maureen Younger.
) MISS HOPE SPRINGS – NOW
IT’S CHRISTMAS TIME (Tue 8). Live
at the piano, comedy cabaret
chanteuse, Miss Hope Springs,
swings the festive season with her
sizzling musicians on bass and
percussion and an award-winning
original repertoire of cheery cha
cha chas, heartwarming torch
songs and finger-snapping pop…
all served with a sequinned frosting
of Vegas glitz. With fans as diverse
as Julian Clary, Ana Matronic, Jarvis
Cocker, Marc Almond, Rula Lenska
and Jonathan Ross this is a hugely
enjoyable evening packed with
songs such as Happy Holidays,
Santa is a Woman, Paper Snow,
Icicles and many more.

BRIGHTON CENTRE
Kings Rd, Brighton, Box office: 0844 847 1515
) DURAN DURAN (Wed 2) playing hits Wild Boys, Rio and Girls On Film.
) BILL BAILEY: LIMBOLAND (Thu 3). 'A genuine marvel… Pretty much
unmissable’, The Herald Sun, Melbourne

) CARO EMERALD (Sat 5). Gorgeous and
stylish, Caro blends retro jazz with
sampling and modern pop.
) STATUS QUO (Fri 11) return with a 
show packed with hits new and old.
) JOOLS HOLLAND (Sat 12). Pianist,
bandleader, singer, composer, TV presenter
and artist with support from KT Tunstall.
) STEREOPHONICS (Tue 15). UK tour

promoting their ninth studio album, Keep the Village Alive.
) THE BOOTLEG BEATLES (Fri 18). The world’s most famous Beatles
tribute act trace the Fab Four’s journey through the 1960s in
meticulous detail from costumes to authentic period instruments, witty
'Scouse' banter and 'inflection perfect' vocal mimicry. ‘Flawless!’ Mojo.

ARTS
BY MICHAEL HOOTMAN
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WORLD AIDS DAY
St Mary’s Church, Kemptown, www.BrightonWADconcert.info

) WORLD AIDS DAY CHARITY
CONCERT (7.30pm, Tue 1) with
Actually Gay Men’s Chorus,
Brighton Belles, Brighton Gay
Men’s Chorus, Rainbow Chorus,
Rebelles, Resound Male Voices and
Qukulele. Mince pies and mulled
wine will be served during the
interval. Advance tickets: £8
available online or from Prowler, St
James’s Street. A small number of
tickets available to buy on the door.
www.BrightonWADconcert.info
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RAINBOWS CHORUS
St George’s Church, St George’s
Rd, Kemptown, BN2 1ED
) CAN YOU HEAR THE RAINBOWS
SING? (7.30pm, Sat 5) A joyous
evening of merriment, song, mulled
wine and delicious homemade
cakes. Featuring festive songs and
tribute medley from Les Miserables
led by musical director Aneesa
Chaudhry with piano
accompaniment from Mojca Monje,
plus BSL interpreter. Tickets £14/
£10/£7 from choir members or:
www.brownpapertickets.com/eve
nt/2386279

QUKULELE
Rialto Theatre, 11 Dyke Rd,
Brighton, thelittleboxoffice.com/
rialto/book/selection/35707
) QUKULELE CHRISTMAS
SPECIAL: (7.30pm, Sun 6) Banish
those winter blues with a festive

feast of mashups and mayhem,
Hawaiian hilarity, seasonal silliness
and songs old and new! Special
guests are chanteuse and accordion
player Hannah Rose Tristram;
quirky queer folkster Al Start, The
Two Wrongies and compere Ali
Hendry-Ballard (Short & Girlie
Show). Tickets: £7
www.qukulele.co.uk

THEATRE ROYAL
Theatre Royal, New Rd, Brighton
Box office: 08448 717650
) ROCKY HORROR SHOW (Dec
17–Jan 02). The world's favourite

rock & roll musical tells the story
of Brad and his fiancée Janet, two
squeaky clean college kids who
meet Dr Frank 'n' Furter by chance
when their car breaks down outside
his house whilst on their way to
visit a college professor. It is an
adventure they'll never forget, with
fun, frolics, frocks and frivolity,
bursting with timeless songs and
outrageous outfits. Starring Diana
Vickers as Janet, Ben Freeman as
Brad, Paul Cattermole as Eddie /
Dr Scott and Kristian Lavercombe
as Riff Raff. Includes the hits:
Science Fiction/Double Feature,
Sweet Transvestite, Dammit
Janet and The Time Warp.

COMING SOON...
) ACTUALLY GAY MEN’S CHORUS
present a classical delight for all
ages, CARNIVAL OF THE ANIMALS
(Brighton Dome, 7.30pm, Sun 10
Jan 2016) performed by London
Gay Symphony Orchestra and
narrated by cabaret star Miss
Jason. AGMC also sing highlights
from HMS Pinafore. Acclaimed
guest soloists will perform classics
from Puccini, Albinoni, Wagner
and Lutoslawski, with the
incredible Poulenc Concerto for
Two Pianos and Orchestra. 
Tickets £8–£25 from Brighton
Dome box office: 01273 709709.
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disc is called The Glory Tree,
which is the one work here with
voice, with a chamber ensemble
accompaniment. Soprano Natasha
Raybould, who sang on the vocal

recording,
performs
Frances-Hoad’s
settings of Old
English poems
with members
of the Kreisler

Ensemble. These are challenging
pieces, with real extremes of
dynamic, yet there are also
subtleties of writing here, with
bell-like piano writing combined
with woodwind ripples in the
fourth song, and sombre string
writing in the third. Elsewhere we
have a angular, virtuosic solo
violin piece, The Snow Woman
(performed impressively by Natalia
Lomeiko) and a richly intense,
almost claustrophobic piece,
Invocation, for solo cello with six
tutti celli and double-bass,

performed by Leonid Gorokhov
and members of the Yehudi
Menuhin School. With a darkly
oppressive piano trio, Melancholia,
inspired by paintings by Edvard
Munch, a dream-like string trio,
The Ogre Lover, and a quirky, jazzy
solo piece, Bouleumata, for
clarinet, this is a strong calling
card showing off Frances-Hoad’s
varied and imaginative writing for
chamber forces. The disc opens
with a wonderful work for oboe,
cor anglais (both played here by
the great Nicholas Daniel), string
trio and piano called Memoria,
inspired by Back’s solo Cello Suite
No. 2. Together with the choral/
vocal disc, this showcases a highly
talented composer to be watched
closely. Champs Hill CHRCD021

Reviews, comments and events: 
v nicks-classical-
notes.blogspot.co.uk
t @nickb86uk
) nbclassical@hotmail.co.uk

REVIEWS

) Pianist Barry Douglas’ 4th
volume of Works for Solo Piano by
Brahms (1833-1897) continues
with his practice of mixing and
matching more substantial works

such as the Sonata No. 1 and two
sets of Variations with selected
shorter works from the later
collections of Intermezzi and
Fantasies. So we hear here the
beautiful C sharp minor
Intermezzo from Op. 117,
together with the E minor
Intermezzo from Op. 119, three of
the seven Fantasies Op. 76 and
the first Ballade. The great Sonata
No. 1, Brahms’ Op.1 opens the
disc, and the first book of the
Variations on a Theme by
Paganini (yes, that famous theme)
ends the programme, with the
Variations on a Theme by
Schumann as the centrepiece. By
doing this, Douglas cleverly
contrasts power and weight in the
larger scale pieces with intimacy
and retrospection in the smaller
pieces, thereby avoiding the
cliched criticism of Brahms’ music
being all too heavyweight. Douglas
shows great power and command
in the Sonata, particularly in its
fiery and heroic finale, yet he also
shows great subtlety in the two
brooding minor-key late
Intermezzi. The Variations allow
him to demonstrate extremes of
virtuosity, as well as moments of
delicacy, particularly in the
Schumann set. An impressive set –
highly recommended. 
Chandos CHAN10857

) Solo oboe repertoire took along
time to become established in the
17th century, due to the oboe
being largely inaccessible to
amateurs and also because of the
entrepreneurial fashion for
publishing music for as varied
forces as possible. So pieces would

be published as suitable for flute,
viol, oboe and other instruments
to maximise the audience, making
it hard to identify when a
composer was specifically writing
for a particular instrument. It was
therefore commonplace for works
to be transposed and transcribed
to suit different instruments, and
many composers expected and
sanctioned this. Marin Marais
(1656-1728) is best known for his
music for viols, yet he expressly
suggested many works could be
transposed to be made suitable for
other instruments. With this in
mind, Baroque oboe specialist
Christopher Palameta has
recorded six of Marais’ Suites,
making suitable transpositions and
adjustments for the oboe. He is
joined by a continuo of Eric
Tinkerhess (bass viol), Lisa Goode
Crawford (harpsichord) and
Romain Falik (Baroque guitar and
theorbo). The rich, warm sound of
Palameta’s oboe is matched
beautifully with the depth of
sound from the continuo
instruments. Whilst the form of the
six suites here is relatively

formulaic, with a Prélude followed
by four or five dance based
movements, there is nevertheless
great variety in Marais’ writing. The
Sarabandes are dignified and
stately, the Gigues are sprightly
and the Préludes are suitably
arresting. A few individual
movements stand out too, such as
the rustic Musettes in the G minor
suite, and the Spanish inflections
of the final ‘La Biscayenne’ of the
E minor suite. Palameta makes a
convincing case for this music on
the oboe, and hopefully more
recordings from him will follow
soon. Audax ADX13702

) I recently reviewed a disc of
choral and vocal music by Cheryl
Frances-Hoad, and have since
been enjoying an earlier recording
made of her chamber works. The

CLASSICAL NOTES
BY NICK BOSTON

CINEMA
) This month (Thur 3), you can
catch the English National
Opera’s production of Gilbert
and Sullivan’s The Mikado. 

) You can also see the Royal Ballet’s The Nutcracker (Wed 16), live
from the Royal Opera House, as well as a live opera double bill (Thur
10) of Cavelleria Rusticana (Mascagni) and Pagliacci (Leoncavallo). In
local cinemas Duke’s at the Komedia & Odeon in Brighton, Cineworld
Eastbourne, and the Connaught Cinema, Worthing. Check times/dates.

CONCERTS
BREMF CONSORT OF VOICES
St Paul’s Church, West St, Brighton,
www.bremf.org.uk/bcvxmas
) The BREMF Consort of Voices
(6pm, Sat 5) present music for advent
and Christmas by Victoria, Palestrina,
Praetorius and more.

BAROQUE COLLECTIVE SINGERS
St Michael’s Church, Lewes
) The Baroque Collective Singers
(6.30pm, Sat 12) perform
Charpentier’s Mess de minuit pour
Noël and other seasonal favourites.
Tickets on the door or from Lewes
Tourist Information Centre.

BRIGHTON DOME
Church Street, Brighton, 01273 709709, www.brightondome.org
) The Brighton Philharmonic Orchestra, conducted by Stephen Bell
(2.45pm, Sun 6) perform Dvořák, Bruckner, and Strauss’ Horn Concerto
No. 1 with Martin Owen (horn).
) Brighton Festival Chorus and Youth Choir are joined by the
Brighton Philharmonic Orchestra (6pm, Sat 12) for their annual
Christmas concert, along with Juliette Pochin (mezzo-soprano) and
Nicky Spence (tenor).
) The Bennewitz Quartet (1am, Sun 20, Corn Exchange) perform
Dussek, Janáček and Schubert’s Death & The Maiden String Quartet.

M
IK
AD

O
BA
RO
QU

E 
CO
LL
EC
IV
E 
SI
N
GE
RS

BR
EM
F 
CO
N
SO
RT
 O
F 
VO
IC
ES



GSCENE 49

For December I’ve sourced a sextet of creative offerings all thoughtfully
held within the same venue for £10 or less admission. But before I

begin to tempt you towards such pre-Christmas
luxuries, I have a little update on current
exhibitions I’m involved in. I have a number of
works at the Galeria Esther Montoriol in
Barcelona (www.montoriol.com), in a show
entitled DelicARTessen 14. The group show
includes sculpture, paintings, drawn works,
photography and video, and is available to
view all December and into January if you
happen to be on your travels then.

PALLANT HOUSE
9 North Pallant, Chichester, PO19 1TJ http://pallant.org.uk
) DAVID REMFRY: WE THINK THE WORLD OF YOU (until Sun 13) is a
selection of drawings of people with their dogs taken from the newly
published book We Think The World of You, published by the Royal
Academy. The exhibition includes a
selection from the series which started
10 years ago in New York when Remfry,
a resident of the infamous Chelsea
Hotel, started to explore the
relationship between friends and their
dogs through evocative pencil and
watercolour portraits.

) MICHAEL PETRY: A TWIST IN TIME, (until 7 Feb 2016) a
contemporary installation in the Queen Anne townhouse features glass
sculptures created in direct response to the forms of the grand staircase.
Utilising traditional glass-making techniques Petry’s installation
creates a dialogue with the Gallery’s historic glass collections,
exploring questions of gender, craftsmanship and decoration.

) Evelyn Dunbar: The Lost
Works (until 14 Feb 2016). A
remarkable collection of lost
works by the WW2 Official War
Artist are on show for the first
time, including highlights from an
extraordinary hoard of previously
unrecorded work discovered in the
attic of a Kent Coast house as
well as other important
rediscovered, unseen or rarely
seen works by Dunbar from public
and private collections.

) Edmund de Waal: if we
attend (until 21 Feb 2016) is a subtle show of works lent by the
artist’s studio and the New Art Centre. De Waal encountered the art and
poetry of David Jones at Kettle’s Yard while studying English at
Cambridge. When he later started working with porcelain, it was Jones’
work that profoundly influenced his approach to making. ‘if we attend’
(2015), a white, wall-mounted vitrine with translucent glazing and 16
porcelain vessels, is a new piece produced especially for the David
Jones exhibition. 

) Ruth Borchard Self-Portrait Prize (until 21
Feb 2016) shows highlights from the biennial
Ruth Borchard Prize exhibition, run by Piano
Nobile and the Ruth Borchard Collection in
conjunction with Pallant House Gallery.
Focusing on self-portraits by new and
established artists, the exhibition celebrates
contemporary British and Irish self-portraiture
and follows on from the gallery’s exhibition of
the Ruth Borchard Collection in autumn 2014.
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ART MATTERS
BY ENZO MARRA

ROMANY MARK BRUCE
BRUSH, 84 Gloucester Road, Brighton, BN1 4AP,
www.brushbrighton.co.uk Open Tue-Sat 10am-6pm
) ROMANY MARK BRUCE is exhibiting a solo show of new paintings,
WOMEN AND ABSTRACTS (1–30). Brighton-based fine artist, Romany is
best known as the commissioned sculptor for the first AIDS memorial,

which was unveiled in 2009 in Brighton. Romany
has had a prolific period producing this new
body of work that merges effortlessly between
figurative, abstract expressionism and the space
in-between. His broad sweeping strokes and rich
palate are emotionally charged onto the canvas
bringing an emotive experience to the viewer.
Romany is a patron of the Sussex Beacon and a
limited edition giclée print is being produced
especially for this exhibition with a percentage
of sales from the print being donated to The
Beacon. You can win a print via a raffle; tickets

will be available at BRUSH for the duration of the exhibition and all
proceeds will be donated to the charity. Romany says: “I’m really excited
to be having my first solo exhibition in three years at Brush Gallery. The
exhibition will feature all new work, some of which is inspired by my trip to
Ecuador in 2014”.

JOHN NAPIER
Towner, Devonshire Park, College Road, Eastbourne, BN21 4JJ
www.townereastbourne.org.uk
) JOHN NAPIER: STAGES, BEYOND THE FOURTH WALL (until Jan 31).
Multi-award-winning set and costume designer John Napier brings theatre
and art together. Napier’s innovative and distinctive style is responsible
for some of the most iconic designs in theatre: the horses in Equus, the
barricades in Les Misérables, the helicopter in Miss Saigon, the outsized
junkyard in Cats, and Starlight Express. The collection includes costume
designs, three-dimensional pieces based on his theatre work, and
sculptures that have been created in parallel with his career.
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QUEENSPARK E-BOOKS
) Brighton & Hove’s non-profit community publishing organisation
have launched a series of e-books of some of their most popular titles

including DARING HEARTS, a
collection of LGBT life stories from
the 1950s and 1960s. Originally
published in collaboration with
Brighton Ourstory, Daring Hearts –
Lesbian And Gay Lives Of 50s And
60s Brighton has been long out-of-
print and is a searing and informative
collection of life stories based on
taped interviews with 40 lesbian and
gay men who spoke openly about
their lives in and around Brighton.

Readers also have the opportunity to
read five other best-selling titles:
Poverty – Hardship but Happiness;

The Town Beehive – A Young Girl’s Lot in Brighton, 1910-34; Brighton
Behind the Front; Blighty Brighton; and Brighton – The Graphic
Novel. You can buy these books using Amazon Kindle, Google Play, the
Apple store, and other Android outlets.
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) CHEEKY GUIDE TO BRIGHTON VI
(£11.95). Like the Star Wars films,
this updated, thrilling, filled with
new content guide to all the
wonders of Brighton & Hove has
been going for almost as long as
the city itself. Mostly written by
Darth Bramwell and Sithlord Bick
the book takes an eclectic and fun
look at its encyclopaedic and
comprehensive covering of all the
nooks, crannies, crazies, fads and
interests of this glorious gilded
ghetto by the sea. It’s gloriously
funny and informative and made
from 100% recycled Albion tickets
- but only from the winning games.
From the gay scene to the beach
front, the music scene to the
locals, this books keeps to the
well-known prevent Cheeky style of
being engaging, informative and

fun. The perfect Xmas present for a
city newbie or cynical seen-it-all-
before hipster yogurt-weaving non-
binary old-skool born here. 

) SEDUCTION - EROTIC
ILLUSTRATIONS by Robert W
Richards. New York-based multi-
talent Robert W Richards has made
a career out of seducing people.
Since his earliest homo-erotic
illustrations, The Advocate and
Mandate, hhis unique style is
recognisable for its high-end
simplicity and sexy idiosyncratic
style. He’s worked for Yves St
Laurent, Valentino and Gaultier and
drawn Hollywood Glitterati like
Cher and Tony Curtis. Seduction, in
its 96 full colour large format
pages, traces the artist’s work from
the present world famous artwork
back to its early exploratory
beginnings, showing that
seduction is something at which
Richards is a true master.

) BEYOND MAGENTA - TRANS LIKE
ME by Susan Kuklin. A ground-
breaking work taking an honest
look at the life, love, and struggles
of transgender teens. This powerful
non-fiction book focuses on the
lives of six transgender teens at
various stages on their journey to
their true selves. Some identify
fully with one gender, others as
neither, and one as intersex,
though all deliver passionate and
honest reflections on the
challenges they’ve faced in the
transition process and their hopes
for the future. Portraits, family
photographs, and candid snapshots
reveal the teens in both poised and
intimate moments, giving the
reader a greater glimpse into their
lives and identities. Each honest
discussion and disclosure, whether
joyful or heart-breaking, is
completely different from the other

because of family dynamics, living
situations, gender, and the
transition these teens make in
recognition of their true selves.
Author and photographer Susan
Kuklin met and interviewed six
transgender or gender-neutral
young adults and used her
considerable skills to represent
them thoughtfully and respectfully
before, during and after their
personal acknowledgment of gender
preference. Portraits, family
photographs and candid images
grace the pages, augmenting the
emotional and physical journey
each youth has taken. 

) THE CONTRACTS OF THE FALL by
Gengoroh Tagame is the latest
English translation of this explicit
and seriously hot collection of
graphic stories from the skilled
hands of this master Japanese gay
manga maker Gengoroh Tagame.
Featuring four epic tales of
dominance, slavery and
humiliation, The Contracts Of The
Fall, Lover Boy, Pochi, The Flying
Dutchman, Tagame continues to
explore fascinating areas of Asian
and Japanese male gay and bi
erotica that has a really different

feel from Western traditions and
yet his men are as big, sexual and
joyous in their exploits as the men
in Tom of Finland. His stories are
among the best in this genre and
these 160 pages of colour and
monochrome graphic novel
drawings inspire, confront and
arouse in equal measure and are a
testament to his imaginative and
heavily sensual style. See more of
his work on his website:
www.tagame.org

DVD & BLUE-RAY
) SAN ANDREAS (DVD & Blue-ray)
Dwayne Johnson (sigh) battles to
save his loved ones in a
magnificent CGI earthquake
apocalypse which ruptures the
whole of the American west coast.
The geology is as nonsensical as
the plot, but you get a huge
amount of bang, crumble, double
quake AND mega tsunami city
shattering old school disaster for
your buck. With The Rock bulging
those mega guns at every
opportunity this is as comforting a
disaster as it gets, with some
seriously camp action sequences
combined with nail-biting tension.
This is good old fashioned
rollicking fun, and with a thumping
narrative musical score and a yawn
and you miss her Miss Kylie cameo.
What more could a gay boy want
on a damp autumnal
night? Glorious, disastrous,
ridiculous fun.

PAGE’S PAGES
BOOKS BY ERIC PAGE
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Bloody Chamber and Michelle Tea's Valencia at
an impressionable age, those books combined
in my head to create a love-child: The Rental
Heart. With my writing I aim for Carter's brash,
bloody fairytales mixed with Tea's gritty and
honest observations of queer women in love. 

How do you feel about the Polari Prize? It's a
compass you can follow to find the boldest and
most interesting queer literature around. It's
truly an honour to be a part of it.
Does where you live affect how you write? I
live and love in Glasgow. Every city I write is
Glasgow. It's that mix of the gritty and the
glamorous, the fact that it's a working city and
refuses to put on a pretty mask for tourists.

Your book has quite a specific tone and
voice, what makes you write like that? It's my
natural voice. I've been writing and reading
ever since I was a small child, and my voice
developed slowly over time. I couldn't write in
another way if I tried.

Any advice for budding LGBT writers? Work
hard. Be nice. Stay humble.

Any new book or projects in the pipeline? I'm
working on my fourth book, a novel about queer
mermaids on a Scottish island.

When was the last time you cried? Last week,
after I had to get up and do an event after
three hours of sleep in a foreign country. So I
had a little sob, then put my chin up and did
the event, and it all worked out fine.

How do you write? In a daydream.

What’s your big project for next year? The
paperbacks of my first novel, The Gracekeepers,
in March, and my second story collection, A
Portable Shelter, in August. They're both queer
and dreamy and gritty and the most honest
things I know how to write, and I'm so happy to
share them with a new audience.

) For more info on The Rental Heart and to
buy Kirsty’s books visit www.kirstylogan.com

AL BROOKES
) New queer woman’s voice, does this
describe your writing? No and yes. I’m a
queer woman and I have a voice and it’s new
but being queer isn’t the main focus of The Gift
of Looking Closely. 

Which book inspired you when you first
started writing? Not one book – I’ve been
inspired by authors who break boundaries. Ali
Smith, Martin Amis, Margaret Atwood. Reading
them gave me confidence to write in the
second-person, which is unusual.

How do you feel about the Polari Prize?
Grateful for it.

Does where you live affect how you write? 
Absolutely. I need to experience a place to
write about it. The locations in my novel are
based on real places in and around Brighton.

Your book has quite a specific tone and
voice, what makes you write like that? I love
the idea of getting into a reader’s head. The
intimacy of that, the connection. I ask ‘How
can I get as close as possible to the person
reading this? And how can I offer them
something meaningful?’ Then I write like that.

Any advice for budding LGBT writers? Don’t
do it alone! Join a writing course or a writing
group. If you can’t find a group to join, start
one up. 

When was the last time you cried? A couple
of weeks ago, watching Suffragette. But not
until the end, when they showed original black
and white footage of real women marching for
the right, my right, to vote. 

How do you write? Ideally with pen and paper
first, then the laptop. But first I have to make
myself sit down and do it. That’s the hard bit. I
have to trick myself into it. Once I’m there, the

words tend to find their way out. I’m working
on another novel now.

) The Gift of Looking Closely is available in
paperback and e-book on Amazon, it’s in WH
Smith and can be ordered via your local
bookshop or visit www.albrookes.co.uk 

KIRSTY LOGAN
) Does new queer woman’s voice describe
you and your writing? Yes. And no. I'm a
woman and I'm queer and I have a voice. I
want to be a queer woman speaking, but also
to transcend that – to be true to my voice and
my community, but also connect with as many
different people as possible. 

Which book inspired you when you first
started writing? I read Angela Carter's The

QUEER WOMEN’S VOICES
The Polari First Book Prize 2015 celebrates the best debut
books that explore the LGBT experience, through poetry,
prose, fiction or non-fiction. Eric Page chats to this year’s
winner, Kirsty Logan, author of intoxicating magical realism
queer fairytales, The Rental Heart, and shortlisted Brighton
writer Al Brookes, who wrote The Gift of Looking Closely.



) SECONDS (Eureka blu-ray). On the face of it John
Frankenheimer’s movie is a sci-fi thriller, but it’s
actually a parable about the void at the heart of
contemporary American society. An emotionally dead
bank manager has the offer to assume a new identity
from a sinister corporation. He chooses to become an
artist but finds that a life of bohemian hedonism
leaves him just as empty. Its stark black and white
photography coupled with its expressionistic direction
give the movie the feel of a nightmare. Certain events,

and characters, play out not naturalistically, but with an eerie dream logic.
Rock Hudson, 1950s Hollywood most reliable romantic lead, was a shrewd
choice to play the main character and he gives an excellent performance as a
man trying to take a short cut to achieving a meaningful life. 

) Foxy
Christmas Tree

Decoration,
£11.99 (England at

Home, 22b Ship St,
Brighton, 01273 205544)

) Enamel Butter Melter, £9 (Workshop
13a Prince Albert St, Brighton, 01273

731340, workshopliving.co.uk)
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SHOPPING
WITH MICHAEL HOOTMAN

) Frida Travel Mug, £12.50
(Pussy, 3a Kensington Gardens,

Brighton, 01273 604861)

) Christmas Cards from £2.50; 
Aussiebum Superhero Briefs, £29; Pug

Christmas Tree Decoration, £5 (Prowler, 112-
113 St James's St, Brighton, 01273 683680)

) Smartphone Virtual
Reality Viewer, £19.99

(Junkfunk, 27 Gloucester Rd,
Brighton, 01273 680555)

) Hammered
Brass Flask, £32

(Present in the
Laine, 34 Gardner
Street, Brighton,
01273 607695)
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TRUST. 
ABSOLUTE. 
UNCONDITIONAL.
Ever wondered what it would be like to live your life entirely
within each moment? Director Toby Amies’ documentary, 
The Man Whose Mind Exploded, offers a powerful and
unique insight into the life of someone who did just that.

envisioned for the film, or for Drako. To Amies,
the film was born “initially out of a sense of
curiosity about Drako’s unique worldview, and
then increasingly, a sense of duty.”

Drako was a self-proclaimed exhibitionist,
embodying eccentricity with his waxed and
painted moustache, blue eyebrows and
numerous tattoos and piercings. The friendship
between Drako and Amies at first seems
unlikely. Their distinctly opposite backgrounds
and respective points of view come together in
contrast, creating a dynamic between
filmmaker and subject which isn’t usually so
evident. Yet throughout the film their

) Drako Zarhazar remembers working
with Salvador Dali, but he doesn’t remember
yesterday. Brain damage left him unable to
create lasting memories, giving him an unusual
and deeply fascinating perspective on life.

The Man Whose Mind Exploded provides a
powerfully poignant and compelling depiction
of Drako - his colourful life, wonderful
eccentricity and challenging amnesia. 

Amies said: “They say that 90% of film is in
the casting, and with Drako, I had cast a
superstar.”

The film came to be made after director Toby
Amies saw Drako wearing a cape, riding a bike
down a road in Kemptown – in fact for many
years Drako was a longstanding Kemptown
‘character’, a familiar face with his cape and
cane. After spending some time befriending
him, Amies made a documentary about Drako
for BBC Radio 4 in 2007. He was subsequently
approached and asked about making a film. 

Finding funding for the film proved extremely
challenging, with most of the people
approached within television only interested in
a documentary which would exploit and
confirm pre-existing stereotypes about
hoarding, homosexuality and eccentric
behaviour. This wasn’t what Amies had

relationship is both compelling and
transformative, following a path somewhere
between observer, friend and carer. 

The documentary was filmed in Brighton, with
the majority of scenes being filmed in Drako’s
home. Entering Drako’s home is, in effect, to
enter his mind; the walls and ceiling are
bedecked with an array of images, mottos and
reminders, as if the thoughts and memories
that he had lost were manifested into an
elaborate and intricate display. As Drako sits
amongst these mementoes, the cinematography
of a man surrounded by his own lost thoughts
paints a powerful portrait of a mind lost.

“I’ve always been fascinated by extreme
philosophies and worldviews, because they
help me stretch my horizons past 180°. There’s
a lot to be said for trying to understand other
people’s points of view from the inside out.
That’s an almost impossible task of course,
especially with someone like Drako, who has
experienced serious brain damage, but one that
is appealing to me nevertheless. What’s the
point of being alive if you can only experience
life from your own perspective?”

Through telling Drako’s story, the film itself
deals with many sensitive and often
stigmatised subjects – from memory loss and
mental health issues, to sexuality and desire.

Filming a documentary when the subject
suffers from extensive and continual memory
loss definitely had its challenges. The moments
where Drako forgets who Toby is or why he is
holding a camera are not edited out, but
instead are featured proudly, adding an
unexpected but powerful aspect to the
touching and often hilarious scenes.

From beginning to end, The Man Whose Mind
Exploded is captivating – Drako is a truly
charming subject, and his strong sense of
identity is both apparent and inspirational.

“I was very careful in making the film not to
objectify him. Not to make him a figure of fun,
or to objectify and disempower him. But when
you are spending time in a very subjective
relationship with someone who lives entirely in
the moment, one of the best ways to establish
a human connection is through humour. The
Man Whose Mind Exploded seeks to do that, and
will encourage you to tug on your nipples until
you start to laugh too.”

INFO
) The Man Whose Mind
Exploded is available to buy
on iTunes and to buy or rent
via Amazon Instant Video.

) When Amies was editing
the film with Jim Scott, he
realised that much of his
relationship with Drako and the degree to
which he had become a part-time carer for
him, was a metaphor for his relationship
with his sister Catherine, (to whom the film

is dedicated) who was having a fatal struggle
with diabetes at the same time that he was
filming. She was waiting for a kidney and
pancreas transplant, which didn’t arrive
before her death. 

Amies asks everybody reading this article to
place themselves onto the donor register as
soon as possible, in the hope that, should
they unfortunately die, at least some other
people will have a better chance of life as a
consequence.

Register to be an organ donor at:
www.organdonation.nhs.uk/register-to-donate
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unexpected host of angels to hand back the
skirts and shirts to the needy and bog off.
Incandescent with rage, he was last seen
running off into the murky shadows, dark cape
billowing in the wind whereupon he crawled
into a cave and it is rumoured sought
reparative council with Voldemort. 

King Herod meanwhile was rumoured to be
operating incognito as a shepherd in the
fields or at least as a farm hand in the stable,
whereupon he could be found inserting his
figgy pudding into the mouth of a sleeping
piglet. Imagine, baby Jesus, legend that he
was to become and future star of a West End
musical, his first view of the world a senior
politician running the country, face f***ing a
pig. No wonder Herod wanted all the first-born
males murdered, it was possibly to keep their
mouths shut. 

There was at this time a gargantuan political
upset in these parts. The Angel McGabriel
(who was by this time Scottish) had been
planning world domination from way up there
in them there Outer Hebridean parts for some
time and had managed to infiltrate the
highest seat of authority in Christendom
ordinarily reserved for the beige and dying
with unprecedented gusto, and her host of
Gaelic angels elbowed their way in for an
almighty scrap.

In response, an ageing shepherd who had
been skulking about in the fields for donkeys
years largely unnoticed, now turned up
claiming that one day he wanted to be King
despite never having owned an iron let alone
a suit. In the initial excitement, or post-
census hysteria, all the sheep in the fields
gaily skipped around him, but come Christmas
the drum-banging monkeys that voted for him
had all but forgotten his name, and the sheep
all returned to their daily grazing occasionally
looking depressed or worried when not
bleating on about their lot.

Still at least the Magi were happy. They had
welcomed a new Christ child of their own in to
their midst which was rumoured to have been
actually born in secret some three months
earlier or shipped in from another galaxy. The
most senior of their royal number was now
celebrating having lived in the land of
Royaldom for longer than any other Magi in
history, although she was no longer in the
mood for receiving gifts of Gold, Frankincense
or Myrrh. Aside from a few commemorative
stamps, this event went largely unnoticed as
the multitudes were saving their pennies for
the stamps featuring Darth Vader, which were
much more interesting. 

And so as baby Jesus emerged into his most
humble of beginnings to save mankind, he
looked about himself and thanked the Lord
that as yet he had not the power of speech or
pen. And as his mother mixed up 200ml of
instant formula Aptamil (she did not give
suck, for she was after all a virgin), baby
Jesus closed his eyes and prayed it was all but
a dream.

) And lo, Joseph and his Mary had almost
nothing to do this festive season as all
equalities were all but ticked off in the land of
Judea, as King Herod and the elders of the
place had decreed that the populace far and
wide could now marry anyone of any gender
anytime, just not give blood to help the sick
people as this would remain the preserve of
the normal. And so Joseph and his Mary, or
Mary and her JoJo depending upon your non-
gender dysphoric preferential description
(keep up, keep up), wound their way aboard
their little donkey in search of Bethlehem and
their complimentary conversion opportunity. 

Mary and her JoJo, or Joseph and his Mary -
look, from here on in we’re abbreviating this
to Jo-Mah, it’s gender vague and positively
ethnic so that will have to do! So Jo-Mah,
having in a previous chapter already
registered their civil partnership, were now
able to convert. The yellow pages (this is first
century Judea there aren’t any iPhones, go
with it) would be little help as a conversion
ceremony could be easily confused with
conversion therapy, which was a whole heap
of difference best avoided. The latter involved
a well-meaning supporter of baby Jesus
insisting that your penchant for la munch de
rug or bouncing on the bendered bishop,
could easily be cured by letting Jesus into
your life or licking a lightswitch. As in this
story neither had yet been invented your
decent into Marysville is a foregone
conclusion, so embrace it and match those
fleeces girls. 

The conversion ceremony involved Jo-Mah
rocking up at the census point whereby
helpful Shaniquah or Marjorie might politely

CRAIG’S THOUGHTS 
In the Bleak Midwinter. Or: our
Alternative Christmas Story Part XIII by
Craig Hanlon-Smith @craigscontinuum

refuse to undertake the duties for which she
was paid by the state, on account of our
heroes’ unconventional sexual practices shall
we say, but then receive an audience with the
Pope and international notoriety for her
trouble anyway. Of course Marjorie and
Shaniquah were on a hiding to nothing as the
Pope was now rumoured to be gay himself, or
at least Elvis. 

Our protagonist however wasn’t ‘arf a selfish
Mary. Just because she could go swanning off
to swap rings with a carpenter she’d managed
to bag down the local bazaar, she often didn’t
give a monkey’s about anyone else at the start
or end of any particular millennium who might
not be so fortunate. Most of our Marys were
well-versed in looking the other way as
members of a so-called community in the
original known world from whence our story
once began, were flogged, hung and publically
crucified for so much as winking at another
Mary or Jo Jo, let alone rubbing together their
sparkly Christmas baubles. 

However, as legend would have it for Jo-Mah,
the course of true love, or indeed hastily
arranged forced marriage following a midnight
sperm dump by the Holy Spirit, never did run
smooth. As they arrived in O little town of
Bethlehem, it wasn’t so much as there being
no room at the inn, more that those not
leased on Airbnb had been sold off by King
Herod and his obsequious penny pincher, who
stood at the gates of Bethlehem tearing the
shirts and skirts off members of the populace
as they turned up to perform their civic duty.
But all was not lost. A glimmer of hope
appeared in the night sky and the penny
pinching meany was instructed by an



C*CKS, C*NTS AND GUTS WARFARE!
) Are we in a battle with the prevailing culture? Whose hearts and
minds do we need to win?

I’ve just finished reading Truth or Dare - Encounters With Power,
Authority And Mystery by the eco-feminist, Witch Starhawk. She would

maintain that there is a prevailing
oppressive culture governed by an outmoded
drive to maintain a constant readiness for
war. A need to pay homage to a king as:
judge, censor, conqueror, master of servants,
orderer of the universe... “Each aspect carries
with it an obsession with its own issues and a
view of the self and the world. Each
brandishes its own weapons and threats and
makes its own particular offer, which
presumably we cannot refuse. Each deludes us
in its own way and each contains some
positive value we must reclaim.”

From this perspective we’re seen as subjects to serve the ruling,
warring powers who have power over us. However, our birthright as
LGBTQ folk has afforded us a perspective which is able to see this for
the nonsense it is. Our own personal drive to become the beings we
truly are has enabled us to overcome adverse judgements, has
empowered us to speak out when told to shut up. We rock the boat
when warned that invaders are afoot. We’re prepared to get above our
station and we just don’t care when we’re told we just ‘ain’t natural’.
We’re more comfortable away from structures of ‘power-over’ and
embrace models respecting our own unique intrinsic power.

‘Power-over’ is threatened by ‘power-with’ and will oppress, restrict,
suffocate, subdue, poison, weaken, threaten, intimidate any attempts
to undermine it!

So how do we win out against a war hungry, subjugating culture hell
bent on stripping its members of their immanent value? The answer,
according to Starhawk, is not to go hearts-and-minds-pleading for it
to give a little of its power back. The answer is to team together to
reclaim our own personal power as natural creatures of this Earth. To
invoke the reality of the magick of focussed intention. This is guerrilla
warfare with C*nts, C*cks and Guts!

Radial Faerie founding father, Harry Hay, famously challenged the early
gay civil rights pioneers who were clamouring for assimilation to ‘shed

the ugly frog-skin of hetero-
conformity’. They were busy
pleading for the right to be free
from persecution on the basis
that they were just like everyone
else apart from their sexuality.
Ask yourself do you really want
to join the queue to join this
crazy mixed up society? The fact
of our sexuality may be one of
the few things we have in
common with all those governed
by this ‘power-over’ system.

I don’t need to persuade anyone
that I deserve my intrinsic
power to be honoured. I simply
reclaim that power rooted in my

own Fire, Water, Earth, Air and Faerie-Spirit. In my determination to
be that which (Witch) I am to become. 

Come on- let’s make some magick!
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‘TIS THE SEASON TO BE NARROW-MINDED?
) In this season of goodwill I’m still amazed by the level of
intolerance in the world. Only a few months after the same-sex
referendum in Ireland I was quite shocked to read about a gay couple
who were asked to leave a restaurant in Dublin just because they held
each other’s hands. These two guys were out celebrating their
anniversary when suddenly the waiter approached their table and told
them that other diners were complaining that they were being tactile
and suggested that they stop. They asked to speak to the manager as
they felt that it was their right to hold each other’s hands, but instead
of being sensible and reasonable the manager actually asked them to
leave. 

I was deeply upset when I read this story as I really thought that
things had changed in Ireland. It was only in May that 60% of the
electorate took part in the ballot resulting in an overwhelming 62%
‘yes’ vote, and victory for sexual equality. It’s upsetting that a few
narrow-minded homophobes can still cause such damage and
embarrassment for gay people. The manager should have asked the
people who were complaining to consider leaving, if they were so
offended by two human beings showing affection to each other, but
instead he took the easier route and subjected the two men to
homophobic abuse instead. 

“I really hope that all churches start 
to wake up to the fact that sexuality
is not a sin but a fundamental part
of a human being”

Another recent example of discrimination was the senior Vatican priest
who was stripped of his post after admitting being in a gay
relationship. Following his dismissal, Krzysztof Charamsa wrote to the
Pope accusing the Church of making the lives of millions of gay
Catholics globally “a hell”. This is also very disappointing news, as I
felt that this Pope was a little bit more open-minded. He had
previously said that gay people shouldn’t be marginalised but that
they must be integrated into society and also said that “who am I to
judge?”

This is all so hypocritical when
you consider that the vast
majority of Catholic priests are
themselves gay. In fact, it’s
widely considered that the last
Pope was gay and had been in a
long-term relationship with his
private secretary. Pope Emeritus
Benedict XVI and Georg

Gänswein, a handsome German cleric, also known as ‘Gorgeous George’,
continue to live together in a remodelled Vatican City convent. 

So then why does a church that preaches about loving thy neighbour
also create such anger and hatred of people based purely on sexual
orientation? It’s like hating someone because they were born with
blue eyes or black hair. I really hope that all churches start to wake
up to the fact that sexuality is not a sin but a fundamental part of a
human being. People shouldn’t be afraid to hold their partner’s hand
in a public place, whatever your sexuality. I honestly believe that all
religions are responsible for homophobia all over the world, and it is
my hope that one day humanity will stand up to the churches and tell
them that we do not accept this intolerance. 

Oh yes, by the way, Happy Christmas!

WALL’S WORDS
BY MIKE WALL

GAY WISDOM
BY GAY SOCRATES
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Katy came down, her face showed tracks of
dried tears on her cheeks, her complexion was
a lot less rouge.

She apologised, I accepted and then told her
to go and rinse the hairspray from her hair,
she erupted again and as before she then
disappeared upstairs, this time it was the
bathroom door that I heard close.

Once Katy had come back downstairs again I
sat with her to explain why I wasn’t going to
allow her to have hairspray. Apparently she
had been given it by a friend, as well as
make-up etc when she was only 10 years old.
We had the talk about following rules and
that it wasn’t just me and Daddy that
wouldn’t allow it, that it was also a rule at
school. 

After a hug and a sorry all was calm in the
house.

Recently Katy had been asking us a lot to let
her walk to school with her friends. Realising
that in September next year she will have to
go to secondary school alone we decided to
give her the chance to prove herself. 

School is only a 10 minute walk from our
house and the route is very simple. Straight
over the large green of the park and you’re at
the school gates. A route was agreed on, a
talk about ‘stranger danger’ was had and a
mobile phone was purchased so she could
ring and text us. She was also to make sure
she came and saw us at the school gates
when we were dropping Bradley off, it all
seemed like an agreeable plan.

However on the morning of ‘Hairgate’ it all
went very wrong.

Once calm Katy headed off to school in a
bright mood. Ten minutes later, Bradley and I
decided to walk instead of taking the car and
we headed off. It wasn’t long before we could
see Katy ahead of us. 

A few minutes later I saw her divert from the
agreed route to school, heading off towards
some houses. I stopped and watched her as
she met up with a boy! I watched as they
headed off together.

Bradley and I walked the normal way through
the park where we then waited and a few
minutes later Katy appeared from the top
entrance.

Katy was horrified and stood in shock, glaring
at me as I had called out her name. Her
suitor, clearly not the gentleman she thought
he was, carried on walking, leaving her to the
deal with the wrath of Dad.

Her mouth opened and a barrage of excuses
spewed out, not one of them matched what I
had seen. Her face turned red and her eyes
leaked water. 

Guess who isn’t walking to school alone for
the foreseeable future now.

) The other morning Katy emerged from a
cloud of mist as she walked out of her
bedroom. The autumn sun dazzled from behind
her and tiny particles from the cloud glistened
in the light. I stood on the landing watching
the spectacle unfold, half hoping for her to
say ‘And this morning Dad I’m going to be...’
but it never happened. Instead my stare was
greeted with a very abrupt “What!?”

A few minutes later as we all sat at the table
having our breakfast, I quickly scanned both
the kids to see if they had got dressed
properly. Bradley, as usual, looked like the
water hadn’t actually touched his face this
morning, although if I had asked him if he
had washed he would have given me a
definite ‘yes!’. His hair was a tumble of golden
curls and it was also clear no comb had been
through that yet.

Katy’s hair however was looking very sleek and
shiny, pulled back into a pony tail, not a hair
on her head was out of place. She reminded
me of one of the women from the Robert
Palmer video Addicted to Love.

“Is your hair wet?” I asked

“No, it’s hairspray Dad, all my friends are
doing it,” she scowled.

“Well sadly for you I am not your friends’
parents and there is no way you are putting
hairspray in your hair for school and certainly
not when you are only ten.” I matched her
scowl.

DAD & DADDY 
Guess who isn’t walking to school 
alone for the foreseeable future now?
Says Syd Spencer

Sitting at the head of the table, Katy shook,
her face grew red, her tiny hands clenched into
fists, raised slightly and then hit the table with
a thud as she stood up, sending her chair
flying towards the dog who was at the other
side of the room eating her own breakfast.

“It is so unfair in this family,” she screamed as
she thundered up the stairs, stopping half way
to inform me that “It’s only flipping hairspray
Dad, get over it.”

A few seconds later her bedroom door slammed
above my head. I looked over at Bradley who
was eating his chocolate porridge, Bradley
shrugged his shoulders and smiled, the
porridge clear to see. Once we had finished our
breakfast and Bradley had brushed his teeth we
sat in the lounge and he read to me, about 15
minutes had passed since Katy had exploded
into the atmosphere and disappeared and I had
long ago learnt to leave her well alone at this
point. Bradley read to me about his hero Horrid
Henry and as he did I heard a door open
upstairs.

“Realising that in 
September she’ll have to
go to secondary school
alone we decided to
give her the chance to
prove herself”
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TWISTED
GILDED GHETTO
BY ERIC PAGE

POLICE LGBT 
LIAISON TEAM
BY PC SARAH LAKER & RORY SMITH

MERRY XMAS, DEAR READER
) Ohh it’s cold, so frosty and frozen as I press my face up against
your window, peeping in at your forbidding heart. I wonder how this
came about, how you became an Ice Queen? I know you live four
floors up and I couldn’t possibly be pressed up against your windows
peeping in, but I, Dear Reader, am the Narrator and can do what I
wish with you as long as you continue to read. 

Look, I reach in through the glass; the laws of physics are like fog to
me, I breach them as you do the walls of your conscience. I can write
you into anything and with one word make you into a… llama, but a
haughty one with a limp and a laugh like a cruel train conductor, or

lock you in a magic
mirror and watch your
silent confusion as I
get the Pledge out to
polish your face, but
these are the Narrators
you are used to and I
am not like that Dear
Reader. 

I am not one to take
you on a journey of
reflection into the
festive past, giving
you an opportunity to
change. For that is the
meaning of the boy
child’s Christmas and
you have given up his
message some years
ago. 

I am not here to
redeem you; I do not
waste my time. As
Narrator my words are
imperative. I can

bathe you in starlight on a bleak welsh mountain top or wrap you in
the warmth of a blanket in your lover’s arms, the one you really loved,
the one who loved you back and taught you what love meant, before
the time, before the now, before the moment that made your memory
beg to be left in peace. 

Poor Ebenezer, poor Tiny Tim, trapped in their never-ending cycle of
redemption and death, all this steampunk time travel is not for us,
Dear Reader, picturesque though it is. We have another matter to
resolve. I mentioned it earlier, and it jumped when I spoke of it to you
and just for a moment it cleared of frost and it focused. Your
conscience, your little ball of ethical reasoning, The Principal of Thee,
the thing that makes you, Dear Reader, the dearest reader I have. 

I can see it, that despondent, derelict thing. I see how you ignore it,
hoping it will go, but it clings to you, gnawing at your waking hours,
disturbing those rare moments of mercantile happiness and now, today
of all days, this festive Christmas Day is the last time you want it
around. 

But back to you, and to me, hovering outside your window, with my
warm nose pressed against the glass. I bring you yourself Dear Reader,
a gift already delivered, not some could-be/should-be/might-be
versions of transformative change, oh no, that way is not for us. I
bring you a true reflection - one only you can see, I bring you the
greatest gift a narrator can bring you, I give you the ability to be
exquisite and never explain.

CONTACT INFORMATION

) We both have Facebook profiles and a page – our usernames are: 
PC Sarah Laker and LGBT Caseworker Rory Smith, and Brighton &
Hove LGBT Police Team. We tweet @PoliceLGBT. 
Social media should not be used for reporting incidents – please call
us on 101, or if it’s an emergency, 999.

CHANGE AHEAD
) This issue of hearts and minds is a key part of our role as the LGBT
liaison team. We want to change perceptions of the police from foe to
friend of the community. Police work by the nine policing principles
under the umbrella of the Code of Ethics. These nine principles are:
accountability, integrity, openness, fairness, leadership, respect,
honesty, objectivity and selflessness. What we’d like to get across to
the public is that we’re human too! We’re not robots and we have a
heart and our own minds. 

Changes in legislation are the stick but real change comes with the
carrot. All organisations, not only the police, must be sympathetic and
inclusive of our identities, needs and fundamental human rights. The
Code of Ethics helps us all to be confident with what we can expect of
police across the country. Part of our job as the LGBT team is to be
that carrot within the Sussex force: to educate our colleagues about
how we can better serve gay, lesbian, bi and trans people in a fair and
respectful way. 

Unfortunately, across society we haven’t managed to defeat
homophobic attitudes, but things are changing. NatCen, a social
research organisation, found that those who strongly agree with same-
sex marriage nearly doubled in just seven years, between 2007 and
2014. So it’s curious that some issues persist. There can be a striking
disconnect between a person’s apparent attitude and the behaviour
that they exhibit. Often people who are found to have acted in a
homophobic way will, as a defence, cite that they have gay friends. I
wonder if they’ve ever thought to enquire how their gay friend really
feels about their behaviour? And whilst we seem to have approached
the trans tipping point, whereby people are beginning to clamour to
support trans people, we have a Criminal Justice System that struggles
to catch up. Many of the headline battles have been won, leaving the
niggling unspoken concerns to remain.

We’ve already been receiving reports of hate crime through our new
app ‘Self Evident’, which can be downloaded on Android and iPhone. Be
sure to register as soon as you get it, rather than waiting until you
want to use it, as early feedback is that this hindered making a
successful report at the time. Thankfully they still made a report to us
by calling 101. And good thing they did too. What they initially
thought to be a hate incident, turned out to be a criminal offence.

Self Evident is great if you want to get support following a
homophobic, biphobic or transphobic incident. The report goes to
Victim Support who can provide independent support. If you want, the
report can also get sent to the police, so we can investigate what
happened. Of course, as it’s an app that requires registration, reports
won’t strictly be anonymous. You can always anonymously report crime
through Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111 or through their website. 

OCTOBER STATS
) In October we had 16 reported LGBT related hate crimes, 14
homophobic and two transphobic. Incidents included verbal abuse
aimed directly at LGBT people and indiscriminately, being egged,
neighbour disputes, malicious communications (text messages,
Facebook etc) and assault. Incidents occurred across the city.
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Revenge porn indeed! I say - don’t do the crime
if you can’t serve the time! Anyway, going
freelance turned out to be a blessing in
disguise for him in the end. Could have done
without the money drop until he set himself up
again, but hey. I had to double up at work
while we only had the one income for a while.
And he spent all the time at home sometimes
watching online porn (yuch). I know this
because I saw his browsing history when I got
home. That’s when I discovered that he’d
accidently Googled ‘Sexy Boys’ instead of ‘Sexy
Men’. 

‘Don’t you know the difference?’, I screamed at
him! 

But of course by then it was too late. A search
logged somewhere in a storage facility, another
bloody mark added to his shady online record.
I’ve told him, all anyone has to do is join the
dots and come up with someone who is NOT the
man I married! He’s more careful now. Bless.
Nobody on God’s earth will ever employ him!

Then the gas board called me on my mobile
today! The bloody gas board! They tracked me
online and saw that I’d popped out to B&Q
because we needed handles for the spare
room’s wardrobe. They said I walked straight
past their showroom! I never even saw their
showroom! HA. Anyway, they said they’ve got
two-for-one on radiators because we had them
block the radiators while we decorated. Nice of
them but we’re going all vertical radiator in the
spare room, it’s too small. Good of them to call,
even if I think they did think I was walking
into B&Q to perhaps buy my rads! So cheeky.
HA!

It’s like when hubby went to the doctors to
renew his diabetic prescription the other day
and the doctor (bloody locums) said that
there’d been purchases on his debit card for
chocolate! HA. I had to call in and tell them it
was for me rather than stop his medication.
Poor baby. I had a panic but when they then
checked my medical files on the cloud, but they
found my body mass index was absolutely
normal - so I wasn’t in deep water either.
Phew! God they’ll do ANYTHING to save money!

Anyway, I take a pic of hubby as he falls asleep
and privately tweet it to his sister. Even when
he’s asleep he looks tired. Poor baby. He’ll get
there. So long as he’s a good boy and behaves
himself online…

“I discovered that he’d 
accidently Googled
‘Sexy Boys’ instead of
‘Sexy Men’. ‘Don’t you
know the difference?’, I
screamed! But of course
by then it was too late”

CHARLIE SAYS 
Big brotherly love!!! 
by Charlie Bauer Phd
http://charliebauerphd.blogspot.co.uk

John and our goddaughter Grace, who we call
Princess and dress her accordingly, against the
wishes of her parents! (Why have gay
godfathers if you don’t want everything
PINK?) Anyway, it’s three against two!
Husband’s still a bit unsure about his legal
associates and clients seeing our life playing
out like this, so he keeps an online block on
them all. Thankfully our frolics are only known
by us, our immediate friends and Mr Twitter!

Now, if you link to my website (below) you
can take a look into where I live and just how
frantic the average day is for me! (We lost our
chocolate lab this year and miss her terribly,
but we still have the puppy to walk!)

I tweet from the bathroom after the shower.
(Is this a boil anyone?) Tweet walking to Hove
Station. On the platform. On the train to
work. At the coffee queue. Then when I break
for lunch. In fact all over lunch. Pictures of
my dinner so you all know how healthy I am!
Coffee with Janet in accounts where we gossip
‘cos we both think her new boss is Hot Hot
Hot! (I’m sure she wants him to see my tweets
about her and him…!)

Then I tweet again as I walk to the station
after work. I can’t stop it. Tweeting paint
samples for the walls in the spare room. (I
want the baby, husband doesn’t!)

Husband is home late he’s still trying to
vacuum up his online reputation! I mean all of
us have a history but even I was shocked
when he told me his! Can’t have picture of
him in a SLING 20 years ago at a leather
party!! OMG I’m innocent! (Hello! I would
have only been five at the time!) 

) Now, I’m a law abiding homo. I pay my tax
online well before the due date. I have only
vanilla sex with the husband. Never drugs. I
playfully jaunt between voting Lib Dem and
abstaining because I just can’t make my mind
up anymore!

My web searches are always domestic and I
never look at online porn! (My research goes
as far as if an Ikea corner unit will fit now
that I’ve had the chimney breast widened in
the spare room.) My Facebook page is strewn
with photos of the family and all those crazy
cousins I grew up with. Photos of me and my
husband with their babies. And that video
where one of their babies peed all over me
and the husband! (Husband’s 20 years older
than me – he says there’s nothing he hasn’t
seen!!)

Then there’s the Flickr feed of the work
outings with the colleagues. And some private
IMs about Mr X, (Yes him!) who gets on our
nerves because he refuses to ever buy a round.
But we like him really. Even if he did get
pulled up by the office management because
he was caught looking at women’s lingerie
sites at lunch time and we know he’s still
single! Use your phone for god’s sake!

And then those Instagram photos of me and
dad that I want to stay online because it
makes him somehow still alive. Mum doesn’t
really know about them. Perhaps I’ll teach her
to use a computer some day, or perhaps a
phone so she can carry him around with her
too. 

The Twitter feeds of me finally getting out of
bed late (9am!) on Sunday morning. Then me
and the husband going to brunch with Mary,
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SAM TRANS MAN 
If the opportunity to write, speak, take
action, campaign and influence arises
then take it says Dr Samuel James Hall

Gender Recognition Act in 2004, although now
outdated and in need of reform to accommodate
non-binary people, went a long way to validate
the lives of those who suffer gender dysphoria.
It was undoubtedly this change in the law which
facilitated the decision to allow treatment on
the NHS. The subsequent Equalities Act 2010
goes further in terms of protecting us - it’s
illegal to discriminate against anyone who is,
has, or intends to undergo gender transition. As
such it recognises that being transgender is not
a ‘thing’ that you do to yourself, but something
you are, have always been and always will be.
This goes some way to explain why trans (and
LGB) kids are more likely to be bullied and
oppressed even prior to coming out - whatever it
is that makes us LGBT - it’s always been there. 

“I need to assert myself and
stand up for people like
me, but I also recognise
that punitive or aggressive
reactions fuel the divide”

In my personal journey I’ve faced bullying,
violence, rejection, judgement, discrimination,
and prejudice, but also actions born of so-called
‘unconscious bias’. Those values and beliefs that
we hold deep inside, that are formed in early
childhood, and that we don’t even realise we
have. They shape what we do and how we
behave, and lead us to reject in the most subtle
and covert ways people who are not ‘like’ us.
Many of the worst things that people have said
and done to me have been the product of their
background, upbringing, and deep-seated moral
values that they haven't had to question. Their
words hurt and yet aren’t intended to. Their
actions, often exclusionary, are also often not
deliberate. I try to strike a balance these days so
that my reaction is both measured and fair. I
need to assert myself and stand up for people
like me, but I also recognise that punitive or
aggressive reactions fuel the divide. I prefer to
take the non-violent route to emancipation. It
seems like a weak response at first, but time and
time again I’ve seen how people change deep
inside, and over time become accepting, even
allies. And that’s how we will gain true equality.

Discrimination, prejudice, unconscious bias and
inequalities have become pet subjects of mine
both personally and professionally. I think
when you ‘belong’ to or identify with a
marginalised group in society, you have a
different perspective of equality. An interesting
thing about transitioning is that many of us
shift from a place of privilege, to a place of
oppression. This isn’t unique to the LGBT
community, it happens to people who acquire
disability, to those who succumb to addiction
and to people who become homeless or live in
deprivation, and I’m sure there are other
examples too. You do get a different view once
that shift has happened though. When your
‘difference’ is about sex, race, religion or
colour, it starts and stays with you all of your
life, so it’s possible you may never really
experience that shift, never know any
different. Those of us who have ‘come out’ in
some way however may have prior experience
of being part of a privileged group of society,
and lose that privilege as we brave the closet
door in an attempt to live authentically. 

If you’re lucky and life is kind, then you might,
as an LGBT person, have opportunities to write,
speak, take action, campaign and influence. If
those opportunities do arise, we should all
seize them. It’s only because of the giants
upon whose shoulders we stand that we’re
where we are today. Each of us has the
potential to be a giant ourselves - a solid pair
of shoulders on which those who come after us
will also stand strong. Our many voices can be
loud and effective across space and time. There
have been so many incredible strides towards
equality for LGBT folk in the last two decades.
Gay marriage is just one, a very important one,
but there’s so much further to go. Changing
the law is one thing, changing hearts and
minds is another altogether. For trans people
in particular, the 21st century has seen
legislation previously inconceivable. The

) December is my daughter’s favourite month.
She loves the cold and all things Christmas. I’m
not so keen. I hate the darkness. I think it’s a
mild form of Seasonal Affective Disorder
(SAD), a well-described phenomenon of
depression that comes on in the winter when
there isn’t enough sunlight. Probably
something to do with vitamin D. I start
panicking around mid-August when the
evening light begins to fade. There are some
things to look forward to though: the equinox
mid-December lifts my spirits, even though the
worst of winter is yet to come I seem to
respond to the lengthening of days. 

December 1 is World AIDS Day and in Brighton,
amongst other things, there is a joint concert
at St Mary’s Church in Kemptown. I sing with
the Rainbow Chorus, and we’ll be there
alongside the Brighton Gay Men’s Chorus and
others. It’s a lovely concert and the sense of
solidarity is almost overwhelming. 

At the end of November we’ll also be singing at
Trans Day of Remembrance, a moving service
held at Dorset Gardens Methodist Church,
remembering all those trans people, mainly
transwomen, who’ve lost their lives in violent
acts of transphobia all over the world. It’s an
emotive and difficult event for transgender
people, a time when we confront the all too
real prejudice and discrimination faced in so
many parts of society today. We live in a
liberated country by comparison to many, and I
for one am glad of that, even though there are
times and places even here in Brighton where I
feel judged and maligned because of who I am.
My life is at risk in terms of mental health
issues and suicide statistics, but I’m very
unlikely to be murdered just for being me.
Transwomen on the other hand face danger
even in Britain today, and every year at Trans
Day of Remembrance we remember Andrea
Waddell, who was murdered here in 2009. 

CLARE PROJECT
meets every

TUESDAY 2.30–5.30PM
at

DORSET GARDENS
METHODIST CHURCH
Dorset Gardens (off St James Street)

Brighton BN2 1RL

Except 1st Tues when there’s an 
optional meal out preceded by the 

drop-in from 5–7.30PM

WEEKLY MENTAL
HEALTH & WELLBEING

SUPPORT GROUP
For transwomen 

and female-identified
people

Please see website for further details
www.clareproject.org.uk 

f Clare Project
clareprojectinfo@gmail.com

Based in central Brighton, the 

CLARE PROJECT 
WEEKLY DROP-IN

is a safe and confidential space to explore
issues around gender identity. Facilitated peer
support is an important element, as well as
providing access to low-cost psychotherapy

and speech therapy.
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little brown wage packets that I inexplicably
kept? Well I did bin those too. Though not
without a moment of remembering what it was
like to gleefully open them up and feel the
notes and coins in my hand and for a little
while to feel rich. 

The thing is I had actually forgotten about
these so I wonder if you can't see something
then does that mean you don't need it? And if
you do see it how do you know you won't later? 

I know there's no room for philosophising or
indeed sentimentality when it comes to paring
down possessions. Many items have to find
another home or just not reside in mine,
although it feels like I've been giving away new
born kittens at times. Luckily I'm not far from a
selection of charity shops and have fairly
distributed to all of them. This isn’t quite as
altruistic as it sounds, it just makes it harder
for me to go back and retrieve anything the
next day.

Of course, Brighton seems to have this strange
but lovely custom of passing on useful or
unwanted items – leaving it outside on the
pavement by any other name. Some of my
favourite furniture seems to have been gleefully
acquired this way. 

So it only seemed right to pass on a few items
in this way to surprise and delight. However I
did feel for the woman who showed not a
glimmer of either as she passed by my ironing
board with husband and young children and
happened to not have a third arm. 

“Now I’m surrounded by 
boxes that I dare not
open because the best I
can hope for is that I can
decant them into only
slightly smaller ones”

It’s best not to peek at the public pawing at
your possessions, just go out a couple of hours
later and find that everything’s gone; which it
was. Though I was perturbed by the brief
reappearance of a flask a couple of days later
plus a surprise pair of shoes which I briefly
inspected, but were the wrong size and anyway
I don't think platforms are really me. But they
too soon disappeared on their respective ways.

Now I'm surrounded by boxes that I dare not
open because the best I can hope for is that I
can decant them into only slightly smaller ones.
I really think I've done all I can to reduce an
over-cluttered flat into a cluttered attic space
and a room. 

Do I feel better for dropping a lot of the debris
I’ve acquired over the years? Not really, vaguely
less stuff surrounding me is good, I know, but I
miss it. Some of it. Not the ironing board
though.

SHARP WORDS 
Del Sharp is all boxed up
and ready to move - sort of!

First I did manage a purge of the ones I hadn't
got round to reading, although a selection
were saved due to being on top of my 'Will
read it soon list'. This left another pile of
books that I decided a library probably
wouldn't have and so they had to stay. A good
pile of academic works comprised almost
entirely of footnotes were dispatched to the
charity shop. Slight relief there as now no-one
will ever be able to expect that I will know
what they were actually about! The rest filled
enough boxes for me to open my own
bookshop... if there was a niche market for a
soft porn, crime and Moomin emporium.

Music was a little easier in that I just packed
it all, I'm still fixated on the CD although I
hope one day I'll upload it all and then just
get rid of the discs. But then there's the lyrics
and covers and what if I ended up having to
photocopy the ones I wanted to keep (well
that would be a bit odd really). Or what about
the limited edition cardboard sleeves? Where
would they all go? 

No, for now I'll have to keep them and
everything will have to go on the 'I must put
it on an Ipod' list. Of course I do have a tablet
and I have downloaded books and music but I
lamely and stubbornly lament that it's not
quite the same.

What has been the hardest thing is the stuff
I've just never thought not to keep. It's not
that I wanted it in the first place - it’s just
that it never went away - like payslips from 20
years ago. I have been wisely advised that I
can safely get rid of these, galling though it is
to notice that I was earning considerably more
then than now. But what about the even older

) Sharp Words is on the move and feeling
much like a stubborn weed that just can't be
tugged out of where it's been for a very long
time. 

Procrastination has truly been the thief of
time as having to face up to what I actually
own and having to transfer it all to a smaller
space has taken several months rather than
the few weeks I envisaged. 

Having to pick things up and make decisions
about what to do with them rather than
(sometimes) twitch a duster around them and
then leave them alone gave rise to the
problem of picking up and examining. Which
then means the realisation of why things were
kept in the first place. Usually the memory is
far more important than the object and to lose
it means forgetting.

Packing has been laborious and painful. Just
gazing at my generously laden bookshelves
and deciding what can come and what can go
has caused much fraught dithering. Although
with plenty of libraries around I know I don't
actually need to own any books of my own - so
why is it so hard to part with them? 

“The rest filled enough 
boxes for me to open my
own bookshop... if there
was a niche market for a
soft porn, crime and
Moomin emporium”
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WHILST EVERY EFFORT HAS BEEN MADE TO ENSURE THE
ACCURACY OF STATEMENTS IN THIS MAGAZINE WE CANNOT

ACCEPT RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE VIEWS OF
CONTRIBUTORS, ERRORS, OR OMMISIONS, OR FOR

MATTERS ARISING FROM CLERICAL OR PRINTERS ERRORS,
OR AN ADVERTISER NOT COMPLETING A CONTRACT

TO ADVERTISE IN GSCENE 
CALL  01273 722457
or email info@gscene.com

DEC 2015 CLASSIFIEDS CALL 01273 749947 BY 12TH DEC
TO GUARANTEE ADVERT PLACEMENT

BUILDERS, CARPENTERS, ELECTRICIANS,
PAINTERS & DECORATORS LGBT CHURCH PROFESSIONAL

SERVICES

MASSAGE &
TREATMENTS

ACCOMODATION
TO LET

paintworks
GAY PAINTER & DECORATOR

* Competitive Rates
* Interior / Exterior
* Artexing / Coving
* Quality & Reliability Guaranteed

HOME 01273 589329
MOBILE 07973 839214

over 15 years experience

RAINBOW DECOR
07749 471497

Guaranteed Work carried out by 
Gay Professional Man

Painting & Decorating Interior / Exterior
HANDY MAN & ODD JOBS

Est
1990

CITB
Qualified

CHAT LINES

SEXUAL HEALTH

MT CARPENTRY
& BUILDING

07939 581791
• Loft Conversions • Extensions 

• Brickwork • Paintwork Decorating 
• Insurance Repairs

Skilled and professional electrians that have
the ability to complete any electrical jobs, 
large or small, to the high standards that we 
pride ourselves on. All works certified 
with NIC EIC certification.

Domestic
Commercial
Industrial

Test & Inspection
Emergency
call outs

01273 301 287 / 07944 693 243
ArthurEast@aceelectrical-uk.com

STAFF WANTED

BRAND NEW RESPONSIVE
WEBSITE STARTING FROM 

£399
info@bessi.co.uk
www.bessi.co.uk

Bedroom, Sitting room, Kitchen &
Shower room, fully equipped, 
own entrance, use of Laundry Room,
Parking space in Woodingdean area

TO LET
Furnished 1 Bedroom Chalet set in Garden
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

£800 per month inc bills 

Call Arthur or Brian

01273 780 432
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LGBT SERVICES
) ACCESS 4 ALL
LGBT disabled people’s forum. Safe, welcoming, support,
activities, awareness. Tel: 07981 170071 or email
stevenwithn@talktalk.net

) ALLSORTS YOUTH PROJECT
Drop-in for LGBT or unsure young people under 26, Tues
5.30-8.30pm. Tel: 01273 721211 or email
info@allsortsyouth.org.uk, www.allsortsyouth.org.uk

) BRIGHTON & HOVE POLICE
Report all homophobic and transphobic incidents to: 
• The Sussex Police 101 (for emergencies 999) 

email: LGBT@sussex.pnn.police.uk
tweet: @policeLGBT and @pclaker

• LGBT Officer PC Sarah Laker on 101 ext 550727
• LGBT Caseworker Rory Smith on 101 ext 550217

or 07775 546548
• Facebook: Brighton LGBT Police

) BRIGHTON & HOVE LGBT SAFETY FORUM
Independent LGBT forum working with the community to
address and improve safety issues in Brighton & Hove.
info@lgbt-safety-forum-brighton.com
www.lgbt-safety-forum-brighton.com

) BRIGHTON & HOVE LGBT SWITCHBOARD
Help-line with email & webchat facility from 5pm daily on
Tel: 01273 204050. 
• LGBT specialist face to face low cost counselling service, 
• LGBT Older peoples' project, 
• LGBT HIP engagement project. 
• Volunteering opportunities call Tel: 01273 234009. 
www.switchboard.org.uk/brighton

) BRIGHTON WOMEN’S CENTRE
Info, counselling, drop-in space, support groups. 
Tel: 01273 698036 or visit www.womenscentre.org.uk

) FTM BRIGHTON
Social/peer support group for FTM, transmasculine &
gender-queer people. Every 3rd Fri of month, 7-9pm at
Space for Change, Windlesham Venue, BN1 3AH. 
For info email info@ftmbrighton.org.uk or visit
www.ftmbrighton.org.uk

) GEMS (GAY ELDERLY MEN’S SOCIETY) 
Social group for mature gay men, meet 7–10pm every last
Fri of month at Dorset Gardens Methodist Church Hall.
Tel: 01273 385000 or info@gems-bh.org.uk
www.brightongems.com

) LESBIAN LINK BRIGHTON
Local social group offers friendship, social events, meets 1st
Thurs at Regency Tavern, 7.30pm. Tel: 07594 578035
www.lesbianlinkbrighton.co.uk

) LESBIAN & GAY AA
12-step self-help programme for alcohol addictions. Sun
7.30pm, Chapel Royal, North St, Btn (side entrance). 
Tel: 01273 203343 (general AA line)

) LGBT NA GROUP
Brighton-based LGBT (welcomes others) Narcotics
Anonymous group every Tue 6.30–8pm, Millwood Centre,
Nelson Row, Kingswood St. Tel: 0300 999 1212

) LGBT MEDITATION GROUP
Meditation & discussion, every 2nd & 4th Thur, 5.30–7pm,
Anahata Clinic, 119 Edward St, Brighton.
Tel: 07789 861367 or www.bodhitreebrighton.org.uk

) LUNCH POSITIVE
Lunch club for people with HIV to meet/make friends, find
peer support in a safe environment. Every Fri,

Thur 7–10pm, Sat 6pm-12am, chatroom HEALTH INFO THT.
• Condom Male: discreet, confidential service posts free

condoms/lube/sexual health info to men who have sex 
with men without access to commercial gay scene in 
East Sussex.

• Positive Voices: volunteers who go to organisations to 
talk about personal experiences of living with HIV. 

• Fastest (HIV Testing): walk-in, (no appointment) rapid 
HIV testing service for men who have sex with men. Pre & 
post test discussion with clinical staff. Results in an hour. 
10 men max tested per session. Mon: 6–8pm. 
(Full sexual health screen available)

• Sauna Fastest at The Brighton Sauna (HIV Testing): 
walk-in, (no appointment) rapid HIV testing service for 
men who have sex with men. Pre & post test discussion 
with clinical staff. Results in 30 minutes.
Wed: 6–8pm. (STI Testing available).

• Face2Face: confidential info & advice on sexual health 
& HIV for men who have sex with men. Face-2-face or 
phone. Up to 3 one hour appointments.

• Specialist Training: wide range of courses for groups/ 
individuals. Specific courses to suit needs.

• Counselling: from qualified counsellors for up to 
12 sessions for people living with/affected by HIV.

• Informed Passions: Expert Volunteers project to identify 
& support sexual health needs of local men who have sex 
with men and carry out field research in B&H on issues 
affecting men’s sexual health. Extensive training provided.

• Lounge (Group for Gay Men Living with HIV):
fortnightly peer support group for gay men. 

• What Next? Thurs eve, 6 week peer support group work 
programme for newly diagnosed HIV+ gay men.

• HIV Support Services: info, support & practical advice 
for people living with/affected by HIV.

• Volunteer Support Services: 1-2-1 community support 
for people living with or affected by HIV.

• HIV Welfare Rights Advice: Find out about benefits or 
benefit changes. Advice line: Mon–Thur 1:30-2:30pm.
1-2-1 appts for advice & workshops on key benefits.

) TERRENCE HIGGINS EASTBOURNE
Dyke House, 110 South St, Eastbourne, BN21 4LZ, 
Tel: 01323 649927 or info.eastbourne@tht.org.uk
• HIV Services support for HIV diagnosis, managing side 

effects, sex and relationships, understanding medication, 
talking to your doctor, finding healthier lifestyle. 
Assessment of support needs and signposting on to 
relevant services. Support in person, by phone or email.

• Support for people at risk of HIV confidential info and 
advice on sexual health and HIV for men who have sex 
with men. Up to 3 one hour appointments depending on 
need. Sessions in person or on phone.

• Web support & info on HIV, sexual health & local 
services via netreach and myhiv.org.uk

• Positive Voices: volunteers who go to organisations to 
talk about personal experiences of living with HIV.

• Positively Social Informal peer support groups for people 
living with HIV, monthly meets in Eastbourne & Hastings.

) WARREN BROWNE UNIT
Free confidential tests & treatment for STIs inc HIV. Hep A &
B vaccinations. Shoreham based. Tel: 01273 461453

NATIONAL HELPLINES
) BROKEN RAINBOW 
LGBT Domestic Violence Helpline, Mon 2-8pm, 
Wed 10-1pm, Thur 2-8pm Tel: 08452 604460 

) LONDON LESBIAN & GAY SWITCHBOARD
Tel: 02078 377324

) POSITIVELINE (EDDIE SURMAN TRUST) 
Mon-Fri 11am-10pm, Sat & Sun 4-10pm Tel: 0800 1696806

) MAINLINERS Tel: 02075 825226
) NATIONAL AIDS HELPLINE 08005 67123

) NATIONAL DRUGS HELPLINE 08007 76600
) THT AIDS TREATMENT PHONELINE
Tel: 08459 470047

) THT DIRECT Tel: 0845 1221200

SERVICES 
DIRECTORY

noon–2.30pm, Community Room, Dorset Gdns Methodist
Church, Dorset Gardens, Brighton. Lunch £1.50. 
Tel: 07846 464384 or www.lunchpositive.org

) MINDOUT
Independent, impartial info, guidance for LGBT people with
mental health problems. 24 hr confidential answerphone:
01273 234839 or info@mindout.org.uk 
www.mindout.org.uk

) PEER ACTION
Regular low cost yoga, therapies, swimming, meditation
& social groups for people with HIV.
peeractionemail@gmail.com or www.peeraction.co.uk

) RAINBOW FAMILIES
Support group for lesbian and/or gay parents.
Tel: 07951 082013 or info@rainbowfamilies.org.uk
www.rainbowfamilies.org.uk

) SOME PEOPLE
Social/support group for LGB or questioning aged 14-19,
Tue, 6-8pm, Hastings. Call/text Nicola Tel: 07974 579865
or email Neil or Nicola: somepeople@eastsussex.gov.uk

) VICTIM SUPPORT
Practical, emotional support for victims of crime. 
Tel: 08453 899 528 

) THE VILLAGE MCC
Christian church serving the LGBTQ community. Sundays
6pm, Somerset Day Centre, Kemptown 
Tel: 07476 667353, www.thevillagemcc.org

HIV PREVENTION, CARE
& TREATMENT SERVICES 
) AVERT
Sussex HIV & AIDS info service, available by phone 
Tel: 01403 210202 or email confidential@avert.org

) BRIGHTON & HOVE CAB HIV PROJECT
Money, benefits, employment, housing, info, advocacy.
Appointments: Tue-Thur 9am-4pm, Wed 9am-12.30pm
Brighton & Hove Citizens Advice Bureau, Brighton Town Hall.
Tel: 01273 733390 ext 520 or www.brightonhovecab.org.uk

) CLINIC M
Free confidential testing & treatment for STIs including HIV,
plus Hep A & B vaccinations. Claude Nicol Centre, Sussex
County Hospital, on Weds from 5-8pm. 
Tel: 01273 664721 or www.brightonsexualhealth.com

) LAWSON UNIT
Medical advice, treatment for HIV+, specialist clinics, diet
& welfare advice, drug trials. Tel: 01273 664722

) SUBSTANCE MISUSE SERVICE
CRI / Sussex Partnership Foundation Trust. Open access
drop-in, assessment, support, advice, info on drug & alcohol
issues. Tel 01273 607575. LGB&T worker provides
confidential, non-judgemental outreach service. Support for
people over 18 wishing to address substance misuse. 
Tel 07717 774 658

) SUSSEX BEACON
24 hour nursing & medical care, day care.
Tel: 01273 694222 or www.sussexbeacon.org.uk

) TERRENCE HIGGINS TRUST SERVICES
For more info about these free services go to the THT office,
61 Ship St, Brighton, Mon–Fri, 9.30am–5.30pm.
Tel: 01273 764200 or info.brighton@tht.org.uk
• Venue Outreach: info on HIV, sexual health, personal 

safety, safer drug/alcohol use, free condoms/lubricant 
for men who have sex with men. 

• The Bushes Outreach Service @ Dukes Mound:
advice, support, info on HIV, sexual health, personal 
safety. Free condoms, lube, tea/coffee from Outreach van 
parked next to ‘The Patio’ at the Bushes.

• Netreach (online Outreach in Brighton & Hove): 
info/advice on HIV/sexual health/local services. 
THT Brighton Outreach workers online @ Gaydar: 
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29 DENTAL HEALTH SPA
14–15 Queens Rd, 710831
www.dentalhealthspa.co.uk

30 THT BRIGHTON
61 Ship St, 764200

31 VELVET TATTOO
48 Norfolk Sq, 973746
www.velvetpigmentationclinic.com

) SHOPS
32 PROWLER

112 St James’ St, 683680
33 SUSSEX BEACON Charity Shop

130 St James’ St, 682992
www.sussexbeacon.org.uk

34 SUSSEX BEACON Home Store
72-73 London Rd, 680264

) ESTATE AGENTS
35 JUSTIN LLOYD (Kemptown)

118 St James’ St, 692424
www.justinlloyd.co.uk

36 JUSTIN LLOYD (Brunswick)
111 Western Rd, Hove, 692424

) FOOD
1 A-BAR
11–12 Marine Parade, 696691
www.abarbrighton.co.uk

7 CAMELFORD ARMS
30-31 Camelford St, 622386
www.camelford-arms.co.uk

8 CHARLES STREET BAR
8-9 Marine Parade, 624091
www.charles-street.com

16 SETTING SUN
1 Windmill St, 626192
www.settingsunbrighton.com

37 CUP OF JOE
28 St George’s Rd, 698873
www.cupofjoebrighton.co.uk

11 LEGENDS BAR
31-34 Marine Parade, 624462
www.legendsbrighton.com

12 MARINE TAVERN
13 Broad St, 681284
www.marinetavern.co.uk

26 NEW STEINE BISTRO
12a New Steine, 681546
www.newsteinehotel.com

13 PARIS HOUSE
21 Western Rod, 724195
www.parishouse.com

15 REGENCY TAVERN
32-34 Russell Sq, 325652     
Stupid mistakewww.regencytavern.co.uk

16 SETTING SUN
1 Windmill St, 626192
www.settingsunbrighton.com

18 THREE JOLLY BUTCHERS 
59 North Rd, 608571
www.three-jolly-butchers.co.uk

19 VELVET JACKS
50 Norfolk Sq, 07720 661290

) SAUNAS
38 BOILER ROOM

84 Denmark Villas, 723733
www.theboilerroomsauna.com

39 BRIGHTON SAUNA
75 Grand Parade, 689966
www.thebrightonsauna.com

) LEGAL & FINANCE
40 ENGLEHARTS

49 Vallance Hall, Hove St, Hove, 204411

) COMMUNITY
41 BRIGHTON WOMEN’S CENTRE

72 High St, 698036 
www.womenscentre.org.uk

42 LUNCH POSITIVE
Dorset Gardens Methodist Church, 
07846 464384 www.lunchpositive.org

ADVERTISERS’ MAP

) PUBS & BARS
1 A-BAR
11–12 Marine Parade, 696691
www.abarbrighton.co.uk

2 BAR REVENGE
7 Marine Parade, 606064
www.revenge.co.uk

3 BAR BROADWAY
10 Steine Street, 609777
www.barbroadway.co.uk

4 BEDFORD TAVERN
30 Western Street, 739495

5 BOUTIQUE BAR
2 Boyces St @ West St, 327607
www.boutiqueclubbrighton.com

6 BULLDOG TAVERN
31 St James’ St, 696996
www.bulldogbrighton.com

7 CAMELFORD ARMS
30-31Camelford St, 622386
www.camelford-arms.co.uk

8 CHARLES STREET BAR
8-9 Marine Parade, 624091
www.charles-street.com

9 DR BRIGHTON’S
16 Kings Rd, 208113
www.doctorbrightons.co.uk

10 GROSVENOR
16 Western Street, 770712

11 LEGENDS BAR
31-34 Marine Parade, 624462
www.legendsbrighton.com

12 MARINE TAVERN
13 Broad St, 681284
www.marinetavern.co.uk

13 PARIS HOUSE
21 Western Rod, 724195
www.parishouse.com

14 QUEEN’S ARMS
7 George St, 696873
thequeensarms.wix.com/thequeensarms

15 REGENCY TAVERN
32-34 Russell Sq, 325652     
www.regencytavern.co.uk

16 SETTING SUN
1 Windmill St, 626192
www.settingsunbrighton.com

17 SUBLINE
129 St James St, 624100
www.sublinebrighton.co.uk

18 THREE JOLLY BUTCHERS 
59 North Rd, 608571
www.three-jolly-butchers.co.uk

19 VELVET JACKS
50 Norfolk Sq, 07720 661290

20 ZONE 
33 St James’ St, 682249
www.zonebar.co.uk

) CLUBS
11 BASEMENT CLUB (below Legends)

31-34 Marine Parade, 624462
www.legendsbrighton.com

5 BOUTIQUE CLUB
2 Boyces St @ West St, 327607
www.boutiqueclubbrighton.com

8 ENVY (above Charles St Bar)
8-9 Marine Parade, 624091
www.charles-street.com

21

21 REVENGE
32-34 Old Steine, 606064
www.revenge.co.uk

) HOTELS
22 AVALON HOTEL

7 Upper Rock Gardens, 692344
23 GULLIVERS HOTEL

12a New Steine, 695415
www.gullivershotel.com

24 HOTEL PELIROCCO
10 Regency Sq, 327055

25 HUDSONS
22 Devonshire Place, 683642

11 LEGENDS HOTEL
31-34 Marine Parade, 624462
www.legendsbrighton.com

26 NEW STEINE HOTEL
10/11 New Steine, 681546
www.newsteinehotel.com

27 QUEENS HOTEL
1/3 Kings Rd, 321222
www.queenshotelbrighton.com

) HEALTH
28 CLINIC M

Claude Nicol, Abbey Rd, 664721
www.brightonsexualhealth.com/node/11
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